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publisher’s note

Mazel Tov to you and your family! Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs and weddings are the happiest
of Jewish life-cycle events. But planning
these events often causes feelings of anxiety that take away from that happiness.
Maybe this is the first time you or your
family has ever organized an event or
shopped for unfamiliar goods and services. Perhaps you don’t fully understand all
the elements necessary to host the event.
You may just need a few pointers or a
checklist so you don’t forget something.
We are here to help!
Milestones Party & Event Planning
Guide™ is the area’s most complete
planning and resource guide. Use this
guide to spend less time planning your
event and more time enjoying the experience. We help you understand and enjoy
the religious experience and traditions of
Bar/Bat Mitzvah and Jewish Weddings
and to plan a memorable celebration!
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The Freedman Family

Dear Families,
We began publishing this guide 14 years ago, and wow, how the world has changed in that time.
My girls have become young women, the awe and wonder in their eyes giving way to a firm
determination to forge their own ways in this new world. Yes, costs have risen, we have to drive
more cautiously and take our shoes off in airports. Music, clothing, technology, the political and
economic landscape all have changed, but some things have not. Those people and things near
and dear to us, our way of life and, as Tevye the milkman says, “Tradition”, tend to anchor us in a
solid foundation of home, family and community. For these reasons, our milestone celebrations
are especially sweet, reminding us that although the world turns faster and faster, some things
remain quite the same. It’s not just a catchphrase that family and friends are what is most
important in life. Wanda Hope Carter wrote: "Family and Friends are hidden treasures, seek them
and enjoy their riches."
We all want to enjoy, savor, and remember milestone events like births, mitzvahs and weddings.
Special events give us a chance to see distant relatives and friends in a happy setting and to
celebrate with them. And those people are also able to meet and/or visit with one another. This
experience also creates an example for and an impression on our children. Family and friends are
important to us and we honor those relationships by including them in our celebrations. And
even as clothing, music and the technology of celebrations change, the essence of the milestone
events and the reason we celebrate, does not change.
So, as you are planning your upcoming celebration, keep in mind the importance of the memories
you are creating and the heritage you are helping to continue. Mazel Tov to you and your family!

edman
Mona FrePublisher/Editor
WEDDING & BAT MITZVAH FRONT COVER IMAGES BY:
LAKESHORE PHOTOGRAPHY
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A Word About the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Celebration

B

’nai Mitzvah & Jewish WeddingsTM
believes that all families should recognize the religious importance of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, the rite of passage, and
the whole Jewishness of the child. This
life-cycle event will have long lasting meaning to the
family, relatives, friends and especially the honored child.
Becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah symbolizes the child’s religious coming of age and the beginning of life as a fully
participating Jewish adult. He/she will now accept religious responsibilities and can perform the important
duties of Jewish life.
The celebration of the event is an important component
because it honors the child’s accomplishments and gives
loved ones and others the opportunity to show great
pride and joy for the child. This publication focuses on
planning the reception or celebration, but we recommend that you, as parents, participate fully in the whole
Mitzvah and understanding the significance and meaning of the day. Remember, the party would be meaningless without the ceremony. On our website is a partial
list of resources that helps the reader learn more about
the Torah, Judaism, and the spiritual meaning of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Your Synagogue, local library, bookstores, stores in this guide that carry religious items and
our online bookstore at www.milestonesmagazine.com
may have these as well as other resources.

Here are some other ways to
bring meaning to the day:
• Attend synagogue with your children regularly, even if
they sit with their friends. Discuss the service and the
Rabbi’s sermon afterwards.
• Encourage your child to give to tzedakah (charity), as
it is a responsibility for Jewish adults. Giving from the
child’s own funds is even more meaningful, even if it
is a dollar or two.
• Encourage the Bar/Bat Mitzvah to practice his/her
parasha (Torah portion) and perhaps haftarah portion
frequently. Even if it is awkward, listen to their practicing, as your child becomes a young adult.
• Meet with the Rabbi as a family, if this is the custom
at your synagogue, and allow your child to speak
freely.
• Discuss the Torah portion being read, both the Hebrew
and the English translation. Relate the message in
that portion to events today in the world, in your own
community, or in your family.
• Participate in the service, if your synagogue allows
this, by reading prayers, lighting candles, reciting
blessings, or helping with the ark and the Torah.
• Perform a mitzvah with your child and/or encourage
a Mitzvah Project. There are many worthwhile ideas.

"Having a Bar Mitzvah is
my way of telling G-d that
I'm here."

Sean Peterfreund,
Amherst, Massachusetts
in his Bar Mitzvah talk.

Photo By: Jody Garland Design & Photography

Celebration has historically been an
integral part of the important rite of
passage of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
In the past, and again recently, the extent of some
celebrations has raised questions about the appropriateness and dignity of the simcha. This is especially marked when there appears to be no connection between the spiritual side of the event and the
party. Debate, of course, has always been an
integral part of the American experience, including
American Judaism. We understand that celebration
should be at the same time meaningful to the
family, respectful of Jewish law and tradition, and
reflective of synagogue and community values.
This is sometimes a difficult task to accomplish,
especially after the events of September 11th and
the current violence in Iraq, Israel, Afghanistan and
elsewhere. We do not propose the answers here,
except to emphasize that personal choice is also an
important American and Jewish dimension.
How important a party celebration is to one family
we cannot say. But the Bar/Bat Mitzvah only passes
once on the way to becoming a teenager, and the
rite of passage is undeniably sacred and important.
After all, the celebration is not only for the act of
reading the Torah, leading the congregation in
prayer and giving a speech. There has been determined studying, learning and practicing. There has
been intellectual and spiritual growth. There have
been mitzvot (good deeds), tzedakah (charity) and
gemilut chasadim (non-financial giving) that help
build self-esteem and mold character. The Bar/Bat
Mitzvah has earned the right to be part of a minyan, be called for alliyot, or wear the tefillin. That
this should be celebrated in some way is undeniable, but the intensity and extent of that celebration, while ever debatable, is probably a matter of
individual taste and preference. Whatever your
choice may be, Mazel Tov to you and your family!

The Significance of the Day!

Contributed By:
Rabbi Marc D. Rudolph
Congregation Beth Shalom
Naperville, Illinois

What is a Bar/Bat Mitzvah?

Photo by: Lake Shore Photography

T

ranslated as “Son/daughter of the
commandments”, one becomes a Bar or
Bat Mitzvah at age 13 (12 for girls in most
Orthodox congregations) independent of a
ceremony marking the occasion.
By tradition, because a Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony is a
custom not a commandment, age 13 is when a child
becomes obligated to the ritual responsibilities of Jewish
life. This is referred to as the “commandment age”, the
“age of majority”, or a “religious coming of age”. At this
point in the young adult’s life, he or she is presumed to
be responsible for those religious obligations
independent of the parents.
Those obligations might include mitzvot, being part of a
minyan (religious prayer quorum), fasting on Yom Kippur,

leading the congregation in prayer or wearing tefillin.
Therefore, becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is certainly an
important life-cycle event. In secular terms, this point in
a teen’s life, often marks enormous growth and maturity
reflected by several years of study and practice before the
special day. Combined with the responsibility of Jewish
adulthood, this event often brings an overwhelming
wave of emotion to parents and close relatives.
This event is marked by participation in services, reading
the Torah and leading the congregation in prayer. After
the service, it is customary to celebrate with a special
meal to commemorate the mitzvah. Over time, the
party, or simcha, has evolved. This is a way for families
to celebrate a rite of passage, as well as bring extended
families together to reunite for a joyous celebration.
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Banquet Facilities & Hotels 9

CURRENT TRENDS
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ALL IN ONE Hotel Venues ...
Booking your event at hotels create a "one stop shop". It offers
an elegance and sophistication to your plans. A place for your
rehearsal dinner, ceremony, reception, food, drinks, pre/post
event gatherings, and hotel rooms for your out of town guests.
Hotels with views, tourist attractions and other amenities have
so much to offer. This option may also save money and time and
make the weekend event more enjoyable for all.
Check out the Hotel Venues in our Directory of Resources
under Banquet Facilities & Hotels Section

1. How much do you charge for children’s meals and what is the age range?
2. What is the price of limited bar versus open bar and the price for
non-alcoholic beverages?
3. Do you serve buffet style or plated meals, and the prices for each?
4. Do you have any upcoming renovations planned?
5. Is your facility handicap accessible? What about accessibility of outdoor facilities,
such as a gazebo, garden, or patio?
6. What colors are available for table linens and chair covers?
Are additional colors/styles available?
7. Are additional rooms available for teens /children / entertainment, or for a bridal
room for the wedding party? Is there a private room for family or bridal portraits?
8. Are packages available that include flowers, photos, decorations, invitations, etc.?
9. What restrictions are there for decorations, entertainment, and outside catering
options? Are cakes/desserts allowed from outside? Is there limited electric
or lighting available?
10. Is there a coat room with an attendant? Is there valet parking or convenient,
onsite parking spaces?

banquet facilities & hotels

You may want to ask the following
questions when inquiring about facilities:

10
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Reception Ideas
Your choice of reception style, location, and time will depend upon personal preference, family needs,
local customs, budget and availability. Do not worry too much about pleasing others - you and your
family must be comfortable with the arrangements. Here are just a few variants and ideas to discuss:
Kiddush Luncheon
at the Synagogue:

Kiddush Luncheon
at a Restaurant:

This is probably the least expensive way to offer a celebratory meal away from home. It can be catered, or bring
in platters prepared by you or some helpers (Note: This
will not be allowed in facilities where kashrut is
observed) . This can also be offered in addition to a more
formal evening affair or a kids-only party.

Can be very reasonably priced, particularly if it is
customary to invite all congregants to a Kiddush
luncheon at the synagogue.

Usually held in conjunction with a Kiddush luncheon,
this can be held anywhere your Bar/Bat Mitzvah and you
agree upon. Arcades, zoos, pools, amusement parks,
kids’museums, theme restaurants, bowling alleys, sports
centers, and skating rinks all are appropriate locations.
Some have food, some you’ll need to bring. A D.J.,
entertainer, or inflatable attraction can add to the fun
and please everyone.

Check to see if your Synagogue has adequate facilities
and staff to accommodate your needs. Some Synagogues
also have rules regarding kashrut, caterers, entertainment, photography, flowers and more. Consult with the
Synagogue staff.

-

Community Center or Conference Center
Social hall or Historic mansion
Country club (even if you don’t belong)
Boats and yachts
Museum or Zoo
Elegant restaurants
Theme restaurants

Yes, it’s less expensive. But remember the extra work, the
clean-up, the wear and tear - and you can’t walk away
from it after the party! Still, lovely home receptions have
been done. Consider services such as a caterer, party
planner, entertainers, coat check and clean-up help so
you can be a guest at your own party.

Kids-Only Party:

Reception at the Synagogue:

Non-Traditional
Reception Sites:

Home Reception:

(North Shore Center for the Performing Arts, see ad above)

Reception at a Catering Hall:

Reception at a Hotel:

These are often beautifully decorated and well-run,
because that is their only business. Ask about packages
that include other services (flowers, decorations,
videography, etc.) that you may want or need.

This is often desirable, afternoon or evening, when many
guests from out-of-town are expected. Ask about room
rates and room blocks to reserve. Remember, too, the
in-town guests who have to find the hotel and park,
so make the location accessible.

12
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Honors and Alliyot
• Alliyot is the plural of alliyah. One person is assigned one alliyah. The family of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah (or the groom, at an Ufruf) may get to assign several alliyot. It means
to come to the Torah and recite the blessings before and after a section of the Torah is
read (b’rachot). An honor is a non-speaking part. The chosen person performs the
honor, for example, they may open or close the Ark or dress the Torah.
• Ask the Rabbi or Cantor how many alliyot you will be allowed. Consult with your
rabbi or cantor regarding participation of non-Jewish friends and relatives.
• Ask about any restrictions or limitations before you approach anyone to perform an
honor or alliyah.
• Attend other Bar/Bat Mitzvah services at your synagogue to see how others do it.
• Always ask relatives and friends if they would like to participate, but let them know it’s
okay to say no. Those who say yes will be truly honored, and the others will avoid what
they may feel is uncomfortable.
• Check with the Rabbi for written instructions, Hebrew and English transliteration, and
even English prayers.
Photo by: Romy Modlin Photography
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Do I tip the caterer & how much?"
By Matt Tucker

Tipping the caterer may be the last thought at the end of a party, but consider the time
and effort of the workers. If the caterer goes above and beyond the normal duties of their
job, giving a tip is a respectable act. Remember, the workers are present at the party way
before the client, and the workers often stay later.
Catering companies tend to shy away from questions on tipping. Classic Catering, a catering company based out of Baltimore, says tipping is entirely up to the client. An
administrator at the company suggests that around 30-40% of their clients tip, and just
like restaurants, 15-20% is the standard rate. Similar to restaurants, clients have the ability to tip more, less, or none.
Other catering companies have a service fee built into the contract, so the best thing to
do is ask the salesperson before making a decision. Some catering companies ask the
client to add the tip on top of the bill, while others require the tip to remain entirely separate. Tipping caterers is less common than in restaurants, but is generally accepted.
Evaluate the situation and decide accordingly, but more importantly, know the
company’s policy on tipping before the event.
Photo By: Lake Shore Photography
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Cost Saving Venues...
Consider Banquet Facilities, Country Club Rentals and other
reception venue ideas that are cost saving and can help you
with all the planning aspects of your event. Also allowing you
to save on rental costs, since they already have chairs, linens
and other expensive rentals! Also, consider Park District
Rentals, your local JCC or YMCA and other buildings that may
offer banquet space in your community.
Check out Cost Saving Venues in our Directory of
Resources under Banquet Facilities & Hotels Section
Photo By: Lake Shore Photography

Banquet Facilities & Hotels

Visit us online at www.milestonesmagazine.com

CURRENT TRENDS

18

Unique Entertaining Venues ...
Bowling, Bocce Ball, Concert Venues, Nightclub, Theatre,
Sports Facilities, Playland, Water Park or swimming anyone?
These are just some of the entertaining venues to choose from.
Great ideas for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings, Engagements and
for welcoming out of town guests. Keeps your guests and
sports enthusiasts engaged and entertained.
Check out Unique Entertaining Venues in our Directory of
Resources under Banquet Facilities & Hotels Section

Food for the Teens: Personalizing
Their Experience By Matt Tucker
With chocolate fountains and themed
platters as a staple at many B’nai Mitzvah
parties, many parents find differentiation
with food selections to be difficult. While
teenagers will forever love chicken
tenders, pizza, pigs in a blanket, and
hamburgers, the bigger food hits are
those with brand names and a personal
connection. Local favorites such as a wellknown ice cream store, bakery, or even
burrito joint are possibilities for using
sources beyond the caterer.
Despite numerous options, remember to

understand your limitations. For larger
parties, keep it simple and let the caterer
do their job. Do not go overboard with the
tasks you assign to yourself. In all cases,
let the teenager have a say in the food
selection. While there may be a difference
between food for adults and friends, ensure
that the food selection is personal to the
B’nai Mitzvah. Selecting a special food item
will give more meaning to the party.
Read the entire article online at:
milestonemagazine.com.
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Beauty
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Beauty & Makeup Tips...from
Milestones Magazine
TM

By Brie Mazz of Brie Aarin Makeup, see ad, this page

Brie Aarin Makeup Tips for the Bat Mitzvah Girl:
1. Establish a good skincare routine at least 2 months before your Bat Mitzvah day.
1. Cleanse, Tone, Moisturize in the morning and before bed time.
2. Also, exfoliate your skin with a gentile exfoliator, once a week, to get rid of your
dead skin cells and keep your skin looking fresh and clean.
2. Drink lots and lots of water to keep your skin properly hydrated.
3. Wear age appropriate makeup.
4. you don't want the makeup to wear you, instead have the makeup enhance your
looks

Emergency Beauty Kit for the Bride on her Wedding Day:
1. Lip liner, Lip stick, Lip Gloss;
2. Blotting papers or powder;
3. Concealer;
4. Blush;
5. If wearing false lashes, be sure to include adhesive and a tooth pick incase your lashes become loose

CURRENT TRENDS
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The best way to define your eyes without adding more eye shadow colors
is to wear false eyelashes. By wearing false lashes, your eyes will become
more defined and enhance your natural eye color, making your eyes pop.
Be sure to try on the false lashes before your big day, so that you will feel
more comfortable wearing the lashes all day and night.

Become a fan of Brie Aarin Makeup on Facebook today
at www.facebook.com/brieaarinmakeup
Brie Mazz, Makeup Artist / Licensed Esthetician
Brie Aarin Makeup, Inc.• www.brieaarinmakeup.com
www.facebook.com/brieaarinmakeup • 847-533-9999

• All hair care products don’t always

•
•
•

•

Photo courtesy of Brie Aarin Makeup

Current Trends by Brie Aarin Makeup

Hair Care Tips to Remember for
Your Special Day

Finding The Right Makeup Artist
1. First ask the artist, if they are available on your wedding day
2. Tell the artist what look you have in mind
-Bring pictures of yourself, and possibly of your wedding dress too
-Find pictures of makeup looks you love from bridal magazines
3. Ask to set up a bridal trial
-During the Bridal Trial, discuss with her:
-the types of makeup looks you like; natural, or more dramatic looks
-shiny or matte finishes on eyes
-bold or natural lip color
4. Ensure that you and the makeup artist are on the same page and are achieving that
very special look you want
5. Take a photo of the makeup application so that you can be confident that you will
sparkle with the perfect look on your wedding day.

Makeup...

work well on all hair types (dry, oily,
permed, colored, normal). Chances
are what works for your best friend
may not work for you. Products really do help style hair, hold a set
longer, give lift and protect your hair.
It is important to read labels!
Try several brands to determine the
product that makes your hair shine
and feel great!
Did you know that bangs are in style
again? To ensure picture-perfect
bangs, try these suggestions:
For large features, have bangs cut
wider. For delicate features, narrow
or wide bangs will work. To style,
mist bangs with a volumizing hairspray and blow smooth with a paddle brush.
A few weeks before the big day, you
should try styling your hair several
different ways to determine what
makes you look the most beautiful.
This will also give you practice in
setting your hair to the desired style
so you will be less stressed for the
big event!
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You will also choose cake's flavor (white, chocolate, carrot, spice, etc.), type of frosting
(butter cream, whipped cream, fondant, royal), filling (mousse, cream, fruit), number of
tiers (for weddings), and cake topper. The cake could be plain or fancy, but always make
it fun, a real reflection of your event theme and personality. Room decor, ceiling height,
temperature, lighting, linens, and wedding colors all will influence your choice of cake.
Also, don’t forget to order what you like. Always ask to sample cake (or pastries) before
ordering–you want appearance and taste!
Cake is usually priced by the slice. Always order more slices than you expect to serve–you
don’t want to run out of cake. Ask the baker if they will deliver the cake or if you will have
to arrange to pick it up. They may charge a fee, but it is well worth it. Your hotel, hall or
caterer may provide cakes as well. Also, some stores offer mini pastries and desserts for
the Kiddush, Oneg Shabbat, or the next day’s brunch.

They make a beautiful presentation and is single serving at it's finest. Less
mess on the sweet table and less food handling. It is pure genius!
These cupcakes may be decorated right along with your theme and can be
turned up a notch in elegance enough for your black and white for your black
tie-wedding or special event. Most bakers can design tiered cupcake trees for
elegant presentations, some that even resemble full cakes.

Check out the Cupcake Bakers on this Page.

CURRENT TRENDS

Cupcakes...

cakes & pastries

Bakers usually offer a wide selection of styles
for weddings and Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.
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Sample Budget Form
Note: Include tax and tips in all expenses
SERVICE
OR VENDOR

ESTIMATED
COST

ACTUAL
COST

DEPOSIT
DUE

BALANCE
DUE

It’s a Matter of
Dollars and Sense
Need to stay within budget? Here are some
tips to help stretch your dollars:
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Cost Cutting Tips

Banquet Hall

1.

Caterer & Bar

2.

DJ/Band

3.
4.

Photography
5.
Videography
Decorations
Invitations /
Postage
Entertainment
Florist
Event Planner
Favors & Gifts
Judaica
Clothing
Cake
Fri. Night
Oneg Shabbat
Sat. Kiddush
Luncheon
Personal
Expenses
Rental Items
Transportation
Morning After
Brunch
Synagogue Fees/
Officiant Fees
TOTAL

6.
7.
8.

Use more traditional style invitations, which tend to be more economical.
Ask your invitation professional to suggest more cost-cutting tips that are
appropriate for your situation.
Explore the possibility of using package plans for the entertainment,
photography, and other services.
You can decorate and personalize the welcome board and guest book
by using glitter pens and markers.
Generally, Saturday is the most expensive day to hold the Simcha. Consider your
child becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah on another day when the Torah is read.
Favors can be bought at gift or toy stores. Personalize them with labels created
on your computer or they can be personalized/monogrammed where purchased.
Consider an afternoon Kiddush luncheon which may be less expensive
than an evening reception.
Chicken dishes are usually less costly than beef dishes.
Balloons are usually less costly than flowers.

Wedding Cost Cutting Tips
1.

Use more traditional style invitations, which tend to be more economical.
Ask your invitation professional to suggest more cost-cutting tips that are
appropriate for your situation.
2. Avoid serving liquor at the reception, or only serve for limited times. Alternatively, feature beer, wine, and a champagne fountain. These all cost less than a full open bar.
3. Shop around for the best deal on flowers. Some florists mark up arrangements
that are designated for weddings, a so-called “wedding mark-up”.
Avoid exotic flowers, opting instead for seasonal and regional (local) flowers.
4. Looking for bridal gown bargains? Borrow from a friend or relative, buy one at a
consignment shop, purchase a sample gown, or look at shops further from the
metropolitan area.
5. Avoid wedding dates near holidays when florists, hotels, limousines,
and other services charge a premium.
6. Avoid oversized invitations and lots of inserts that require extra postage,
and make the response card a post card, which costs less to send.
7. DJ’s are often less expensive than live music. If you are planning several types
of live music, look for a Klezmer band that also plays pop. oldies, swing, etc.
You get two bands for the price of one!
8. Consider a Sunday afternoon luncheon that may be less expensive than an evening
reception.
9. Chicken dishes are usually less costly than beef dishes. Do not assume that
a buffet is cheaper than a served meal–ask for prices on both.
10. Order a small tier cake for photographs and sheet cakes, which cost less,
to feed guests dessert.

All-Around Best Advice
1.

2.

Shop well in advance for most service to get the best price. Book as early as you
can, since most professionals are forced to raise prices from time to time, you will
lock in a lower price, and some professionals will even offer discounts to book well
in advance.
Especially when money is tight, stay with professionals who KNOW and WANT
your Jewish event business, such as the advertisers in this guide. These are folks
who know all about these events and won’t let you down, and who will cover all
the bases. Pros who otherwise handle only a few Jewish events, or who are doing
you a “favor”may very well forget to include an important, or expensive, extra that
a Jewish event specialist may be throwing in for free, or be able to arrange at a
nominal cost. And then there is the stress factor resulting from coordinating
services that are unfamiliar with your type of event. Don’t be “penny wise and
pound foolish”.
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When Choosing a Caterer...
If you would like to hold your reception at the Synagogue or a hall, you will likely hire a
professional catering company. Catering at your site offers maximum flexibility
(casual, elegant, plated, stations, etc.) and includes silverware, set-up and clean-up.
Ask about specialty diets such as Kosher, vegetarian, diabetic, etc. Is there a separate
children's’menu? What about leftovers? How does the staff dress? Is gratuity included?
When is the final count and final payment due? Look for both great food and
presentation–visually appealing dishes are an elegant part of the decor. Get a written
contract that lists all the details, including menu, services provided, equipment to be
used, financial information, dates, times and personnel to be included. It should have
a guarantee and cancellation policy.
Check our web site for more tips on Catering and Kosher Food:
www.milestonesmagazine.com.

of Chicago
The Chicago Rabbinical Council
2701 W. Howard St.
Chicago, IL 60645
(773) 465-3900
info@crcweb.org
www.crcweb.org

Contacts:
Rabbi Gedalia D. Schwartz
Av Bet Din - Chief Rabbi
Rabbi R. Sholem Fishbane
Kashruth Administrator
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Jewish Food, a History and Tradition
By Avi Mor, Garden Fresh Market (See ad, page 27)
There has always been a history and a tradition when it comes to Jewish food. Food on the
Jewish table has long been associated with the strong history of it's people. Since the
beginning of the first exile, Jews have taken the flavors of the land in which they lived and
have made it a part of their lives. Whenever the Jewish people were forced out of a country and forced to start over in a new land, they always integrated foods that they found
there and along with Jewish laws and traditions, added them to their long history.
Holidays are true symbols of these traditions and rituals: from the matzos of Pesach, to the
many fried dishes of Chanukkah, and the sweet and delectable foods associated with Rosh
Hashanah.
The laws of Kashrut have also applied to these new foods. Kashrut is the set of ritual dietary
laws that are set out in Jewish religious laws. Food that conforms to these standards is
described as kosher. Kosher, meaning "fit" or "proper" describes the foods that the Old
Testament declares appropriate to consume. Although Kosher laws may seem difficult to
understand at first, they actually follow an understandable logic. Kosher foods are divided
into three classifications: meat, dairy, and pareve. Meat must never be eaten with dairy, but
pareve foods can be eaten with either meat or dairy. As said, "Thou shall not seethe a kid in
his mother's milk." The ways that foods are classified and prepared are very often indicated
on the packaging that they come in. For instance, the labeling on a package can immediately show not only the kosher contents of the package, but also the methods and equipment on how that item was produced.
Though the basic principles of Kashrut are outlined in the Bible, they have been ruled upon
and commented upon by rabbis in many books, such as the Shulhan Aruch, the code of
Jewish law. There is no reason given for the laws of Kashrut, though many have suggested
that hygiene, food safety and health might be contributory factors. The rabbis state, however, that no reason or rationale is needed; obeying the laws of Kashrut is a commandment
from God. To start out, one must keep a truly Kosher kitchen. This requires that a person
must have at least three sets of dishes, pots, and utensils. Milk and meat products can
never be prepared in the same pot or served in the same plate. (Kosher cooks even use different soap for washing each set.) Kosher households must also have an additional set of
dishes and utensils that are used only for Passover (Pesach) (for meat and dairy).

Some more basic understanding of the classifications include:
Meat kitchen : Only certain meats are allowed, based on the text Leviticus ,which
states: "Whatsoever parted the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud...that shall
ye eat.” No birds or animals of prey are allowed, nor are scavengers, creeping insects or
reptiles. For a Kosher animal to become Kosher meat, it must be slaughtered ritually and
humanely by Shechita. Animals that die from natural causes or are killed by another animal is forbidden. Certain types of injury also render the animal unkosher. Kashering the
meat, a term used to describe the removal of blood from an animal immediately after
slaughter, is used, because blood is forbidden to be consumed by the laws of Kashrut. All
meat must be soaked in salt water, grilled, or broiled, so that no blood remains. This is
usually done by the butcher. Even a spot of blood in an egg renders it unkosher.
Dairy: Foods in this group are milk and milk by-products such as cheese, cream, yogurt,
and ice cream. Yogurt is one example of a kosher dairy product that should be eaten only
with the symbol of Kashrut because to produce, sometimes gelatin is used and gelatin is
made from the bones of animals (and the concern is that bones may be used from a nonkosher animal). Kosher yogurt is made from gelatin that is vegetable based seaweed, or
carrageen, as it is commonly known. Even after eating a meat meal, a certain amount of
time must elapse before dairy food can be consumed. Some communities wait six hours,
while others wait only two. While eating dairy, meat is appropriately consumed within fifteen minutes to a two hours after.
Pareve: A term meaning neutral foods that are neither meat nor dairy .They do not have
the same restrictions imposed upon them and can be eaten with either meat or dairy
foods. All fresh fruits and vegetables and grains, nuts, as well as eggs are pareve. These
can be served with either dairy or meat. Fish falls under the pareve category too, however,
only fish with fins and detachable scales are Kosher. Shellfish, as well as eel, monkfish,
catfish, and frogfish, are not considered Kosher. Despite the fact that fish have blood, no
special kashering process is needed. Just keep in mind that even though fish are pareve, it
cannot be cooked with meat. Some communities do not cook in milk as well. One should
take a fifteen minute break after eating fish before consuming meat.

Chicagoland Edition

Catering 27

Catering

Visit us online at www.milestonemagazine.com

Photo By: Lake Shore Photography

CURRENT TRENDS

28

Ice Cream...
We all scream for Ice Cream... give your guests a fun, yummy
and delicious catered ice cream dessert station. Sundae Bars and
toppings your guests will love to create themselves. Did you
know your local Dairy Queen can cater to your event with their
"Make your Own Sundae Bar" with nine great toppings to
choose from, or you can also add their Famous Blizzards, too.
A cool treat and lovely addition to any sweet table!
Check out Dairy Queen’s ad on page 28.
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Selecting a Catering Company:
It’s about much more than the menu
By Jody Birnbaum, Caterconsult, Inc.
Business Consultant to the Hospitality Industry - www.caterconsulting.com

When choosing a catering company for your Mitzvah or Wedding, it’s important to
remember that the catering staff becomes your home team on the day of your event.
It’s a given that your caterer will provide the food and beverage service at your event, but
often times your caterer is involved with many additional aspects of your event, both in
the planning stages and behind the scenes on the “day of”your event. It’s the catering
staff setting up the rental equipment and linens, and working diligently with the entertainers, designers and planners in making your vision a reality. The catering company is
usually the first one on site and the last to leave.
Be sure to choose a licensed and insured catering company, and one that you feel
comfortable with. The caterer should always be willing and able to provide references, and
should also have an informative and substantive website which lends credibility to their
company. Once you have done your due diligence in checking references or narrowing
your selection, you might want to consider choosing the caterer who will confidently offer
a customized menu that meets your criteria, but also allows for the freshness and seasonality of ingredients. Ask your caterer to offer options within their proposals to allow for any
budget concerns. Often menus for weddings and mitzvahs are determined many months
or more in advance, in order to facilitate a contract. However, your caterer should be
willing to revisit your menu within 60 days of your event and offer either new or seasonal
items based upon new food trends and interesting items that may have been recently
added to their menu. Many times these accommodations are not more expensive, just
more fun and interesting.
Remember that there are many great caterers all over the country. Look for resources
online, ask your friends or the venue where you are hosting your event who they
recommend, find out who catered an event at which you were a guest and loved the
food, it doesn’t matter how you create your initial list. What does matter is selecting the
catering company that will bring creativity, talent and professionalism to the table and
peace of mind for you.
Read the entire article online at: milestonesmagazine.com.
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Sample Reception
Agendas
Wedding
Evening Hours (5 hours shown here)
6:30 - 7:30 PM
Hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, background
music, greeting arriving guests. Wedding
pictures are taken, if they weren't before
the ceremony. Guest book is signed,
and table cards picked up, if any.
7:30 - 8:00 PM
The Master of Ceremonies formally
welcomes guests, introduction of the
Wedding Party, blessing over the wine
and challah.
8:00 - 9:00 PM
Dinner, light music. Toasts and speeches
from the Best Man, Maid of Honor,
Parents. Dinner ends with blessings or a
reprise of the sheva b'rachot.
9:00 - 9:45 PM
Bride and groom have the first dance,
cake cutting ceremony, more toasts. Hora
dance, traditional Jewish music.
9:45 - 11:30 PM
The night continues with dancing. Bride
throws bouquet. Groom throws garter.
Bride and groom change into going
away clothes and dance the final dance.
Mezinke Tanz–a dance that honors

parents who have married off the last of
their children. Parents thank guests and
say goodnight.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Evening Hours (4 hours shown here)
7:30 - 8:15 PM
Hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, background
music, greeting arriving guests. Younger
guests entertained in another room with
games (Coke-Pepsi, scavenger hunt,
etc.), caricatures, dance music, etc.
8:15 - 8:30 PM
The Master of Ceremonies formally
welcomes guests, introduction of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah family, blessing over the
wine and challah.
8:30 - 9:30 PM
Dinner, light music.
9:30 - 9:45 PM
Candle-lighting ceremony, Hora dance,
traditional Jewish music.
9:45 - 11:30 PM
The night continues with dancing.
Videographer records family and friends
in a quiet location saying Mazel Tov to
the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Chocolate Fountains
What a way to treat your guests like royalty- and give them
what they really want, mouth-watering flowing chocolate. Your
guests are able to dip a variety of items that you choose like
strawberries, brownies, marshmallows, Rice Krispies Treats,
pretzels and more. You can make it an appetizer fountain or a
dessert temptation. A small, elegant addition to your event that
leaves a big, tasteful impression on your guests!
Check out Chicago Chocolate Fountain ad, page 23.
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By Avi Mor, Garden Fresh Market (See ad, page 27)
Simchat Torah. This is the great festival of the
The Jewish calendar has many festivals, holiTorah. Then, around December comes
days, and observances which are shared by
Chanukkah, the festival of lights. This is the
the entire community. Bar or Bat Mitzvahs,
time of the year when traditionally gifts are
weddings and celebrations attending the
exchanged. Tu b'Shevat, or the holiday of the
birth of a baby are also celebrated. These are
trees, comes next, around the month of
all personal milestones in the lives of Jewish
individuals. Every festival has a special signifi- February, and then is followed by Purim. This
is the very flamboyant festival where people
cance, which is accompanied by its own stodress in colorful costumes. This is often comries, songs, music, activities, prayers, and let
pared to the Mardi Gras Festivals or
us not forget, foods.
Carnivales.
The Jewish year follows the 354-5 day lunar
Pesach marks Israel's deliverance from Egypt.
calendar, as opposed to the 365-6 day solar
During this festival, which lasts for eight days,
year, so while each Jewish festival falls on
Jewish people eat certain foods and drinks,
exactly the same date in each year of the
excluding those called "hametz". Shavuot celJewish calendar, the dates will differ on a
ebrates the Giving of the Torah, while Tish b'Av
Gregorian calendar. For synchronicity, and
is a day of fasting.
also to keep the months in their appropriate
season, a thirteenth month is added to the
Many Jewish communities also observe Yom
Jewish calendar every two or three years.
Hatsmaut, or Israeli Independence Day. This
Therefore, in the northern hemisphere, Rosh
day is celebrated on May 14th with different
Hashanah will always be celebrated between festivities, including outdoor activities where
summer and autumn, while Chanukkah
falafel is eaten. Yom Ha Shoa, or the
always welcomes winter and Pesach brings in Holocaust Remembrance Day, is usually
the spring, no matter how different the actual observed not too long after Pesach. The most
dates will be on Christian calendars.
important festival of them all however, is the
Sabbath or Shabbat. This festival is celebrated
The Jewish holidays always begin at sundown on the day before. The year of celebra- every week, and forms the model of all the
other holidays. This day is for not doing work,
tions starts around the month of September,
setting yourself free from all the hectic and
with the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah,
hurriedness of the work week. This is a time
and continues on through Yom Kippur, which
is marked nine days later. Sukkot, the harvest when one concentrates on the spiritual,
recognizes nature, and enjoys their families.
festival of thanksgiving, follows, ending with
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Mens’ & Boys’
For mens’ and boys’ suits, start shopping twelve weeks
from the event, leaving several weeks for alterations,
which are usually necessary. Choose your clothing with
comfort in mind. Select a style and fabric that may be
worn on different occasions. Color changes are made
with shirt and tie combos. Tuxedo rental should also be
made 3 months in advance, especially if an entire party
needs the same style/color. Differences in shirts/ties/
cummerbunds can distinguish party members.

Women’s & Girls’
Start shopping at least six months before the event in
case you need to order something or alter your selection. Also, choose your clothing with comfort in mind.
Let your Bat Mitzvah girl choose her own outfit,
keeping appropriateness in mind and
Synagogue policy. You may need to set a
price limit, but she should feel comfortable, beautiful and special that
day. Don’t forget to bring an extra
pair of hosiery for you and your
children that day.

Finding the Right Bat Mitzvah Dress
By Karen Mazer, Synchronicity Boutique, Pikesville, MD

Y

oung ladies often require three outfits- one for
Friday night services, one for their actual Bat
Mitzvah, and a third for their party. This is their day
to shine. Outfits for the Bat Mitzvah Girl should be special to
them - something that they adore and feel beautiful in; however, this doesn't mean that you have to "pay a fortune."
Many unique outfits are available "off the rack" at local boutiques. Don't be shy about telling a store if you have a budget. Stores that specialize in Bat Mitzvah fashions can help
guide your selections in all of the above areas. Avoid large
department stores if possible- other girls may be wearing the
same "special dress" as your child! Also, beware of online
sites that you are not familiar with. Their "too good to be
true" pricing often hides that outfits may be "knock-offs" or
damaged goods. In addition, outfits usually look very different on your child then they do online, and are usually final
sale. Check a store's reputation and return policy before
making a purchase.
Try not to purchase or alter her outfits more than 3 months
prior to the event, since sizes can change rapidly for girls this
age. If you do buy sooner, make certain to buy a full size larger than needed and wait until closer to your event date to
have outfits altered.
Comfort and Synagogue policies are essential in your choice
of clothing. Most Synagogues require that shoulders be covered and that skirts/dresses are an "appropriate length"-

this length varies based on the Synagogue, so do
check. Avoid scarves and pashmina-style wraps to
cover her shoulders if she will be wearing a Tallit bolero style jackets or light sweaters are much
more comfortable. Also, this is not the time for
your daughter to wear "high heels." Make sure
that her shoes truly fit well, and that she can comfortably walk in them. "Ballerina flats" or low
heels with ankle supports can be fashionable and
very comfortable.
For the reception, parents often buy inexpensive
socks for every girl attending their party, especially
if there will be a lot of dancing and games. It has
become a custom for girls to "kick off their shoes"
and put on the socks almost as soon as they arrive
at the reception! You can also help your guests by
using traditional or very descriptive terms to
describe how you would like them to dress.
Contemporary and novel descriptions like "country
club casual," "business casual," or "party clothes"
can be frustrating and confusing.
Finally and most importantly, this is a very special
and meaningful day for your daughter and for
your entire family. Treasure the day! "Don't
sweat the small details." MAZEL TOV!
Photo by: Jody Garland Design & Photography
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Mitzvah Registries...
Look for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Registries to pop up for 2013.
Like wedding registries they will operate the same and
children will have the opportunity to "list" their gift wishes
with many different vendors/retailers.

Check out these sites for Mitzvah Registries:
www.moderntribe.com • www.bmregistry.com
mitzvahs.myevent.com • www.amazon.com/wishlist

Party Pointer!

The
Wedding
Dress
CURRENT TRENDS

32

Jewish tradition calls for bridal gowns to
be pure white, symbolizing the purity of
the bride and the beginning of the marital
relationship. (the groom often wears a
white kittel during the ceremony, as well).
A strapless bra is handy when trying on
gowns. Lift your arms when trying on
gowns to see if you can easily move
around and dance in it. You can sew
beads onto an antique or ordinary dress
to make it new and unique. Shop for
comfortable shoes, and break them in
before the wedding day. Choose only
those accessories that compliment your
dress, not distract from it.

Your Son’s Bar Mitzvah Suit Can Help Him
Showcase his Personal Style
By Bonnie Brickman, Guys & Co. Deerfield, IL • 847-940-GUYS (4897) • www.guysandco.com (See ad, above)

According to Jewish law, a Bar Mitzvah marks the occasion when a Jewish boy comes of
age. It’s a wonderful celebration, of course – and for virtually every young man nowadays, it’s also the first time he’s taken to a clothing store to buy a suit.
Unlike girls, most boys seem not to care about the clothes they wear, especially for such
special, once-in-a-lifetime dress-up events. By shopping together, you can help make
your son’s Bar Mitzvah and all the special activities leading up to it a wonderful memory
he will cherish forever.
It’s important for your son to be a part of the process. As his parent, you have an idea of
style and fabrics that are most appropriate, but engage your son in the process of selecting his tie and tallit. This is where he can showcase his personal style.
Start shopping for his suit six to eight weeks before his Bar Mitzvah. This gives you ample
to time to make a selection, to get the suit altered so it fits properly – and to allow for a
growth spurt. Boys sometimes seem to grow an inch or two almost overnight! For that
reason, you don’t want to alter his new suit until at least two weeks before his Bar
Mitzvah.
You want the suit to be a little oversized, but not sloppy. The fit of the coat is most important; the bottom of the jacket should extend about an inch or so below his palm when his
arms are at his side and his fingers extended toward the floor. The coat should button
comfortably, with little overlap from side to side. But it should not be snug that a “V”
forms across his mid-section when the coat is buttoned. It’s possible to alter the coat, of
course, but do as little as possible – it’s more complicated, takes more time and usually
cannot be altered again when he grows. When you son tries on the suit coat, have him
wear a dress shirt. Trying on a jacket with a t-shirt will change the fit. And when it’s time
to make alternations in the suit you’ve selected, he should wear a dress shirt again.
The suit pants, in contrast, can be altered relatively easily. Boys usually wear casual pants

lower than their dress pants, which should be worn at the waist. You will want him to
wear the shoes he will wear at his Bar Mitzvah so the tailor can make the pants “break”
just over the shoe tops. And if you’re getting new shoes, make sure your son breaks them
in so he is comfortable on the day of his Bar Mitzvah.
Alter the length of the pants, making sure the tailor leaves as much material as possible.
This extends the life of the suit, because your son will get taller as
he grows. You can alter the waist, too – but not more than
an inch or two. Don’t let the back pockets get pulled
together when the waist is taken in; this will “pull”the
front pockets toward the back of the pants and
change the alignment of the crease.
When you return to the store to pick up his
altered suit, it’s best to try on the suit while he’s
there – and while he’s wearing his dress shirt
and dress shoes. It’s best to give the tailor the
opportunity to make minor alterations or corrections when your son is there.
Your son’s sense of personal style can be
expressed in many ways…so let him choose
his tie or you select three or four you like. Give
him the final choice.
You and your son never will forget his Bar
Mitzvah, and helping him make sure he’s comfortable and looks his best will enhance the day -- and
your memories.
Photo by: Jody Garland Design and Photography
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There is no historical or religious precedent, commandment, or even special
religious meaning to the candle lighting
ceremony at a Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebration. Nevertheless, it has quickly
become a custom at Bar/Bat Mitzvah
simchas here in America, and for good
reason. It allows the Bar or Bat Mitzvah
to personally honor and connect with
loved ones or special friends, or pay tribute to an absent or departed relative
who is missed. It is sometimes hard for
eyes to stay dry during these moments
and is often the most cherished part of a
magical event.
Thirteen candles are often used; sometimes an extra one is added for good luck
(or to squeeze another honor in). A
poem, speech or short statement is read
calling the honoree to the table where
they light the next candle with the previous one or assist the Bar/Bat Mitzvah
with this. These are often special
moments and flashes click and video
rolls. Music is sometimes played while
the honorees make their way to the
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The Candle
Lighting
Ceremony

table, and this is usually carefully coordinated with the DJ or bandleader well
ahead of time.
Candles are usually tall (nine inch)
tapers, sometimes shorter. They can be
set into or (more likely) behind a cake.
Some families construct candle lighting
boards. This can be a painted or decorated foam board with candle holders, the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s name, or it could be
an elaborate set piece. Make sure it is not
so tall that it blocks people behind it or
that it has any decorations close enough
to the candles to catch fire. Also, check
with Synagogue rules on candle lighting,
if the simcha will be held there. Some
synagogues prohibit candle lighting on
Shabbat or for safety reasons. You might
then substitute toasts, presentation of
flowers or hand-made crafts, trees
planted in Israel, or some other unique
way of recognizing loved ones.

Sample Candle Lighting Poems
by Susan Linsenbaum, Rhyme Time
In Memory of
Grandfather Aaron
Remembering my Grandfather
Aaron is a very good place to start
because he’ll always hold a special
place within my heart. And though
I never knew him, we still share a
common trait. We don’t need a
special occasion to gather people
and celebrate. But this is a celebration and I know he’s with us here
today. This candle now will honor
him in a very special way.
Grandma Elaine
& Grandpa Jerry
This candle for Grandma Elaine and
Grandpa Jerry will glow especially
bright. Having them both here with
me makes everything just right. I
look forward to family dinners
when I know you will be there. It’s
always very special to have good
times that we share. So Grandma
and Grandpa, please come up now.
I have something just for you. Come
up and get a hug and a kiss and

candle number two.
Aunt Carol
Aunt Carol lives in California so I
don’t see her a lot. But we write
each other often – she’s the best
pen pal I’ve got. She really loves to
travel so she’s always on the go. She
keeps up with the family so she’s
always in the know. Having you
here for my bat Mitzvah means so
very much. That’s why candle
number five is here now waiting for
your touch.
David’s Friends
I have a lot of friends and I’m a really lucky guy. I don’t have time to
name them all so I won’t even try.
Girls and boys together, many old
friends, many new. You all know
just who you are and how I feel
about all of you. This special group
please come up now. Good friends
are hard to find. This candle is for
these friends that truly are one of
a kind.

A bit nervous about making a speech?
Check out our speaking tips on page 43.

Check out these additional
Candle Lighting Tips:
• Keep candle lighting poems/sayings short.
Rhymes are not necessary, but they can be
entertaining and a nice touch.
• If you are having trouble developing your own
poems,you may wish to hire a professional.
There are services that will assist you with
finding just the right words.
• Group several lightings together in order to use
the same song for groups of friends or cousins,
like “We are Family”or the theme from
Beaches. This will help the DJ/band transition
between the candle lighters. Your Master of
Ceremonies may need these song selections
several days before the event.
• Some families offer a small token gift or something personalized to each honoree.
• You could plant a tree in Israel for each of the
honorees and hand them the certificate when
they are called to light a candle.
• Some families light a candle in memory of a
recently deceased
relative or a close relative/guest who could not
be there that day.
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Wedding Planning Timetable
At Least 1 Year
• Arrange for all parents to meet
• Work out budget & review with your
parents, if they'll be paying for any
part of the event
• Interview & hire a wedding consultant
if you are using one
• Decide on style of wedding
• Decide who will officiate. Favorite
Rabbis may book up as quickly as
caterers and banquet halls. You will
need to consult this person regarding
many issues throughout your planning. When necessary, book the synagogue sanctuary or chapel
• Make preliminary guest list & estimate
final party size
• Choose your wedding party
& call them
• Set wedding date & time
• Pick a caterer, a ceremony & reception
location (if there will be one, for the
engagement party, rehearsal dinner,
after-wedding breakfast). Send a
deposit when necessary
• Book a block of rooms for
out-of-town guests
• Interview & choose photographers,
videographers, florists, musicians,
calligraphers
• Make transportation reservations
• Make plans & shop for your
honeymoon
• Shop for wedding gown.
• Send a "Save-the-Date" card to
your "A" list guests

• If you are not having a wedding
consultant, arrange for someone to be
in charge of keeping everyone on
schedule & coaching the processional
• Select guests for honors (e.g., toast,
speech, blessing on bread & wine, one
of the seven blessings, alliyah at the
Ufruf.)

8 Months
• Discuss wedding attire with mothers
of the bride & groom
• Order your accessory items &
bridesmaid dresses
• Look at tuxedos

7 Months
• Decide on which ketubah text you
want & order a ketubah. Hand
decorated ketubot take the longest
time to prepare.
• If you are buying a home, get serious
about a contract. If you will be
renting, place a deposit

6 Months
• Select guests wedding favors
• Order imprinted yarmulkes.
• Order wedding invitations, programs,
& other stationery

5 Months
• Arrange for tuxedo rentals
• Book your honeymoon
• Included directions, as needed, in
Save-the-date &/or invitations. Take a
trial drive to double check distances &
landmarks

10 Months

4 Months

• Choose a color theme
• Order wedding gown & accessories
(have plenty of time if something
should go wrong)
• Make up your final guest list
• Go House or Apartment-hunting with
your fiancee. Narrow choices to a few

• Purchase wedding gifts
(for attendants & fiance)
• Finalize floral arrangements.
• Set hair, make-up, nail, & wax
appointments
• Select a bakery for your wedding cake,
as well as cakes for pre-wedding
receptions & pastries for
after-wedding brunch
• Begin to address invitations or take
final guest list to your calligrapher
• Select wedding bands. Place an order
• Get change of address cards from post
office & get them ready to mail
• Decide who will ride with whom &
where people need to be when
• Prepare programs &/or a wedding
booklet for the wedding & assign one
to distribute them
• Have the groom select & order
tuxedos for himself, his groomsmen &
the dads. If people are in different
locations, mail the measurements

9 Months
• Decide what gifts you would like &
register for gifts (china, flatware, etc.)
• Shop for & order invitations,
announcements, programs
& any other printed materials
• Have your engagement party.
Start a "thank you list" & mail
notes as soon as possible
• Have an engagement picture taken
& submit to newspaper
• Create schematics for the processional,
recessional, under the chuppah,
reserved seating. Distribute them to
participants

• Order table cameras. Make or buy a
receptacle for them. Assign someone
the task of collecting the cameras

3 Months
• Final dress fittings for you & your
bridesmaids
• Finalize cake arrangements
• Write your own vows
• Buy cake knife, toasting glasses, guest
book & garter
• Pick out associated events clothing.
Remember shoes (ballet slippers, sandals) for the reception
• Find a hairdresser & make a test run
with your veil
• Send invitations (double check
postage)(8-10 Weeks)

2 Months
• Get name-change forms for social
security, driver's license, credit cards &
bank. Review documents & make
needed changes (e.g. insurance, lease,
Health Care Proxy, Living Will, etc.)
• Get blood tests & marriage license
• Make hair & nails appointments very
close to the wedding day
• Finalize menu with caterer
• Review your needs with your photographer & videographer. List your wedding party, a schedule of events, any
toasts or speeches planned, & any
special photos, memories or candids
you want. It is best not to surprise
these professionals
• Meet with your entertainment (music,
etc.). A schedule of events, favorite
tunes, style of music requested, plus a
list of toasts, speeches, etc. will ensure
that the MC & you coordinate
• Arrange the rehearsal dinner, as well
as other wedding-day-connected parties

1 Month
• Make guest baskets & assign
someone to distribute them
• Make sure all your groomsmen,
ushers, ringbearer, & fathers have
ordered tuxedos
• Send change-of-address forms
to post office
• Reconfirm all reservations
& accommodations
• Confirm honeymoon plans
• Start the seating plan for the
reception

3 Weeks Before
• Call guests who have not responded
• Finalize reception seating

arrangements
• Get your marriage license
• Prepare wedding announcement
for the newspaper
• Pick up your wedding bands
• Fill out the table cards or give names
to your calligrapher.
• Put fees & tips in envelopes (officiant,
soloist, maitre d' etc.) & give it to
someone you assign in making the
payments
• Arrange with someone to bring items
to the wedding venue, such as cake
knife, toasting glasses, programs,
yarmulkes, emergency kit for the
bride, wedding license, ketubah, etc. &
to take them home
• Arrange for someone to return rentals
(tuxedos, chairs, etc.)
• Arrange for someone to take your
bouquet & gown "home" put them in
preservation
• Pay all synagogue fees

2 Weeks Before
• Call caterer with final total of guests
• Confirm directions, pickup & drop-off
points with transportation service.
Confirm all other professionals

1 Week
• Create a detailed schedule of your
wedding day activities
• Get a manicure &/or pedicure &/or
other beauty services.
• Pack for your honeymoon
• Confirm post-wedding brunch
arrangements

1 Day
• Get a manicure
• Attend wedding rehearsal
• Pack wedding day emergency kit.
(extra pantihose, safety pins, thread &
needle, steamer, brush & make-up)
• Get a good night's sleep

Your Wedding Day
•
•
•
•
•

Eat a good breakfast
Have your make-up done
Have your hair done
Give yourself lots of ready-time
Relax & have fun!

After Your
Wedding Day
• Send thank-you’s &/or send gifts to
the special people who made your
wedding "happen."
• Send wedding photo &
announcement to newspaper(s)
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Customizing Your Wedding!
What makes
a Jewish
wedding Jewish?

T

here are very few requirements for a Jewish wedding, which include a marriage contract (ketubah), the
religious ceremonies (kiddushin and nisuin), a plain gold band
accepted by the bride, and the pronouncement that you are husband and wife.
Therefore, most of what we recognize as
making a wedding Jewish are a wide variety of customs and traditions that are
steeped in history. But customs change over
time and location, even those in
"traditional" weddings.
Some traditions are adopted from places
where people live, where their ancestors
came from, or from other places or families.
Some customs are modernized to reflect
the secular realities of life in the modern
world, including modern feminism, the
congregational practices and philosophies,
and as an accommodation to Jews-bychoice and non-Jews. Ancient customs can
sometimes survive only in terms of their
relevance in a changing world.
“We would like to have a wedding that
incorporates at least some of the wonderful
traditions of our forebears, a link to the past,
but at the same time is meaningful to us.”
Anita Diamant points out in The New
Jewish Wedding that modern Jews cannot
marry the same way their parents did.

"The world has changed too much. Our
expectations of marriage are not the same,"
she states. "We are different kinds of Jews."
This requires the bride and groom to make
decisions about the exact traditions they
intend to continue. Many of the following
rituals are practiced in traditional weddings.
An interesting pattern has lately emerged
that the more exotic and ancient the custom, the more it will be adopted as a true
expression of authentic Judaism. This has
especially become true among younger
couples who have been raised with exposure to the more modern customs. If you
choose not to strictly follow all these traditions you may choose those elements of
the ceremony that appeal to you, that others in your community or congregation follow, or those you adapt from secular events.
Be sure not to adopt customs from other
religions. In this way you customize (yes,
the root word is custom) your Jewish wedding to meet the needs and desires of your
family and you.
Will this be an easy process? Perhaps not,
but it is part of the fun of planning a wedding, and not a part you can delegate to
others. Making choices about which elements in a Jewish wedding will remain
traditional involves merging two or more
families, often with different backgrounds,
values, and practices. Leave room for compromise so that everyone feels that the
wedding honors what is most important
to them.

The Ufruf
On the Sabbath before the wedding, the
Groom (Chatan) is traditionally given an
alliyah – the blessing before and after
the Torah portion is read – and his family
usually sponsors a kiddush reception
after services. Ufruf is Yiddish for "calling
up". In congregations where women may
perform an alliyah, both bride and groom
may be called up. Check with the Rabbi
to arrange this or to read a parasha
(Torah portion). Is this reminiscent of
your bar mitzvah? Like your bar/bat

The Mikvah
Traditionally observant brides and all
converts go to the mikvah, the ritual
bath, before the wedding. This tradition is
ancient and is a law, not a custom. They
are maintained by most Orthodox and
some Conservative and Reform synagogues, as well. The mikvah is a pool of
water fed by a running source, as
opposed to stagnant. A lake, pond, or
river is an ideal mikvah, but rather
uncomfortable most of the year. Indoor
mikvahs have an attendant and usually
full bath facilities.
Because the mikvah is associated in the
Talmud with the "impurity" of menstruating women, it has fallen into disfavor
by some as a relic of archaic times, not

mitzvah, you may be able to call others
in your family for an alliyah as well.
Now for the fun part:
The congregation, perhaps led by the
wiseguys in your family, will shower you
(pelt you is more accurate) with raisins,
almonds and sweets to wish you a sweet
life and fruitful marriage to come! (Note
to wiseguys: please check with
Synagogue staff before you hand out
sweets, as some synagogues have policies regarding this custom).

relevant to today. But mikvah is really
about spiritual purification, and a visit to
the mikvah before the wedding is a way
to ceremonially start again "rebirth". The
ceremony is quite simple. The bride-tobe is immersed completely in the pool
several times, floating freely, and a simple prayer is said when she comes up.
This is a joyous occasion often followed,
especially in the Sephardic tradition, by a
party with food and drink, sometimes by
bridesmaids waiting right outside.
Outdoor ceremonies can be done at some
unusual locations with poetry, picnics
and whatnot. Some men have even
joined the tradition with their own mikvah visits (call well ahead for reservations) and men-only parties that follow.
Background Photo by: Lake Shore Photography

The Wedding Day
The customs of the wedding day create
momentum that culminate with the
wedding ceremony itself, the kiddushin.
Friends and family can be part of the
events just prior to the wedding.

Fasting on the
Wedding Day
The day of the wedding the chatan
(groom) and kallah (bride) fast and
repent their sins, and they are guaranteed that if they do so, all their sins are
forgiven. Thus, they start out their new
life together with a clean slate. As on
Yom Kippur, this ritual fasting is not
about self-punishment, but about starting over (in this case, in union with
each other).

Separation
It is customary for the bride and groom
not to see each other for three days to a
week before the wedding.
The groom will not see the bride until
just before the ceremony, at the veiling of
the bride. Since this is usually an anxious
and nerve-rattling period, this custom
has practical advantages that can save
you tears and fears. Spend some time
with friends and family, and let the
anticipation of the upcoming event grow.

Kabbalat Panim Greeting the Bride
and Groom
Separate receptions, called Kabbalat
Panim, are held just prior to the wedding
ceremony, when the honored ones hold

court in separate rooms. Check with your
rabbi since some do allow pre-wedding
receptions. Jewish tradition and law treat
the couple like a queen and king. The
kallah will be seated on a "throne" to
receive her guests. Some brides, jittery
from nerves, may limit guests to the
bridal party. Others will have a more traditional reception with songs, flowers,
blessings, cake and wine. Perhaps the
musicians will make a first appearance.
Here the bride waits for the groom’s
reception to end.
The groom will be surrounded by his circle of friends and relatives at a table, the
tish, who sing and toast him. The groom
may attempt to present a lecture on the
week's Torah portion, while his male
friends and family heckle and interrupt
him. Despite the groom’s Talmudic

knowledge, or lack thereof, this is supposed to fun, not a serious undertaking.
Other formats may involve a ‘roast’of the
groom by friends. At the tish, the groom,
witnesses and the rabbi might sign the
ketubah or, if both parties are signing
together, they may do this in another
room, such as the rabbi’s study.
In a more modern version of the tish,
both bride and groom are entertained
and received together with blessings,
songs, flowers, or music. The ketubah
may then be signed and the party
proceeds directly to the chuppah.
There are many variations of the tish,
so ask your rabbi, cantor, or event
planner for more ideas. The popularity
of the tish is increasing as a delightful
pre-wedding ritual.
Continued on Page 38
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the document remained basically
Signing The Ketubah

Photo by: Lake Shore Photography

Whether or not pre-wedding receptions
are held, a ketubah, or marriage contract,
is signed and witnessed. In traditional
ceremonies the Groom signs the ketubah
in a separate room, in the presence of
witnesses and the Rabbi, before the
wedding can begin. The bride need not
sign it, because it belongs to her alone,
according to Jewish law, as proof of her
rights and the groom’s responsibilities
(financial and otherwise). It was a radical
document in ancient times, giving the
wife important legal protection. It was a
legal document, neither beautiful nor
romantic, and the traditional language of

unchanged for centuries.
The traditional ketubah does not necessarily reflect the realities of modern marriages or contemporary views on relationships. Many couples have found new
ketubot, or have written language themselves, that is more egalitarian. Many
ketubot now include parallel declarations
of commitment made by both bride and
groom with a joint declaration of faith in
G_d and a connection to the Jewish
people. It can be a way to remind the
couple of their moral responsibilities to
one other. With many hand calligraphed
ketubot available, as well as many retail
and internet sources of published
ketubah texts, couples have a large number of choices to customize the text to
reflect their particular values. You must
confer with your rabbi before you decide
on which text to sign, and certainly
before any artwork is ordered. Since they
are legal documents, not all rabbis will
accept all texts. Moreover, only Orthodox
and Conservative texts are recognized in
the State of Israel.

There are just as many choices with the
art that often accompanies the text. The
ketubah is often written among beautiful
artwork, to be framed and displayed in
the home. Having a ketubah professionally calligraphed and made even more
special with customized decorations has
also become popular. The artwork on one
such ketubah at a recent wedding, incorporated elements from the childhood of
each half of the couple, merging into
shared experiences at the top.
The ketubah is sometimes read to the
entire assembly, and it can even be
signed and witnessed after the reading,
while under the chuppah.

The Veiling
Many brides still choose to wear a veil,
an ancient custom that has its roots in
the Bible. Others have rejected it as an
antiquated symbol of patriarchal dominance. It may be seen as representing the
modesty and dignity which characterizes
the virtue of Jewish womanhood. The
veil also conveys the message to the
world, symbolically, that physical

appearance is not as important as inner
beauty. It has biblical roots in the story of
the patriarch Jacob, who was first tricked
by his father-in-law into marrying the
wrong sister, Leah, her face well hidden
behind a veil, instead of the girl he loved,
Rachel. By placing the veil over the
Bride’s face himself, the Groom ensures
the same type of switch isn’t made. A fun
tradition enhanced by a bit of history.
If a veil is to be worn, the groom is invited to the bedeken, lowering the veil onto
the bride. Accompanied by both fathers
plus friends and relatives, the groom,
who has not seen his Bride for a week,
enters the bride’s chamber and lowers
the veil over the bride’s face. This can be
seen to symbolize either his commitment
to clothe and protect his wife, setting her
apart from all others, or an indication
that he is only interested in her inner
beauty. In any case, this can be a charming and emotional part of the wedding.
An egalitarian twist has the bride placing
a kippah on the groom’s head at the
same time.

The Chuppah

Easily the most recognized feature of a Jewish wedding, the ceremony takes place under a wedding canopy, or chuppah.
The origin of the chuppah in the Talmud is certain, even if its exact form is not. In any case, the symbolism in the chuppah
has many meanings. Chuppah means literally "that which covers or floats" in Hebrew. Traditionally, weddings occurred
outdoors under the stars, and the canopy created an intimate, sanctified space in which to take the vows. It also represents the new home for the married couple. The chuppah is a reminder of the desert tents of our nomadic ancestors. For
these reasons, some traditional reception facilities have skylights positioned over the place where the chuppah will stand.
A traditional chuppah is a fabric covering held up by four poles, open on all four sides. Since there are no legal requirements as to the chuppah's shape or dimensions, couples have created new chuppah traditions that express their unique personalities. Some customs have involved using a tallit, perhaps a family heirloom or your Bar/Bat Mitzvah tallit. Others have used
craft-type projects such as quilts, embroidered or silk-screened fabric, or custom lettered projects. In fact, the chuppah can be a group or community project of special sentimental value.
See the ad on page 31 for Arkay Chuppahs.

The Procession
Keeping with the practice of treating the
bride and groom like royalty, a procession
leading to the chuppah is quite traditional. Because a Jewish wedding is, above
all, a family affair, the simplest procession
involves the bride and groom, each
escorted by both parents, moving down
the aisle and under the chuppah. This
demonstrates the marriage is a union of
families, not of individuals. But Jewish
law does not govern the makeup of the
procession, and so couples are free to
decide the exact arrangement of their
procession. There are many variations
according to family situations and
dynamics. Sometimes grandparents follow the rabbi or cantor, followed by the
ushers and bridesmaids (separate in
Orthodox weddings), the best man, the

groom and his parents, more ushers and
bridesmaids, the maid of honor, and
finally the bride and her parents.
Variations allow grandparents to enter
with their side of the family. Second
marriages, divorced parents, missing or
deceased relatives, the need for a very
small or intimate service, etc., all require
adaptations to the order, which is
perfectly acceptable.
The number of attendants is of no consequence, since they are not required. Only
two "Kosher" witnesses are required
under Jewish law. While we do not specify what this may mean, clearly nonJews do not qualify as witnesses (and
they must not be relatives). Ushers and
bridesmaids certainly add a festive and
regal air to the ceremony, and they
should at least include any brothers and
sisters. Sometimes a flower girl is used,

although in most Jewish weddings, the
ring is held by the best man. The best
man at a Jewish wedding, called a
shoshbin, is historically a best friend who
would offer a large gift to the groom
upon marriage, perhaps to defray the
cost of an expensive wedding affair, and
was therefore entitled to celebrate with
the groom during the wedding week.
The understanding was that this treatment would be reciprocated upon the
marriage of the shoshbin, wherein the
roles would be reversed.
The arrangement under the chuppah of
the people involved is also not proscribed
by Jewish law. Many chuppahs are
arranged so that the wedding party
facing the rabbi is facing Jerusalem.
Hundreds of years of Ashkenazic tradition
calls for the bride to be at the groom’s
right. Proponents of Jewish mysticism,

Kabbalah, claim that the question reflects
the tension between the divine attributes
of justice and mercy. The merciful, masculine aspect of G_d is identified with
the right side, and the just, female side
with the left. Therefore the bride should
stand on the left and the groom on
the right.
Candles may be carried by escorts and
attendants, making a lovely old-world
effect, especially at dusk outdoors or in a
partly darkened room. The candles symbolize the oneness that will come about
as the couple is united under the chuppah. Check with the synagogue or reception hall staff, because fire codes may
prohibit it. Use dripless tapers, braided
havdalah candles or jar candles to avoid
a real mess.
Live music during the procession is an

Photo by: Lake Shore Photography
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old tradition, one that sets the mood
and the pace of the occasion. A soloist
or small group is usually best, but leave
enough lead-time to find and rehearse
the appropriate music. Cantors usually
can assist in choosing the best
processional music.
The logistics of the procession and standing under the chuppah can cause friction
and anxiety, and for this reason alone
you may wish to have a wedding
rehearsal. Some rabbis dismiss this as a
waste of time, while others will gladly
accommodate your request, so be sure
to ask.

Circling
When the couple first enters the
chuppah, the bride circles the groom
seven times, perhaps accompanied by
music or a soloist, and sometimes
escorted by both mothers. This is a very
old custom, the meaning and origin of
which has no consensus. It is nevertheless a nice touch, beautifully moving if
not a bit exotic. One explanation is that it
represents the seven wedding blessings
and seven days of creation, and demonstrating that the groom is the center of
her world. Another comes from the Bible,
which says that a woman encompasses

and protects a man. While this phrase
probably refers to a courtship rather than
actually walking around, advocates of the
custom found it to be a convenient
expression.
The circling was known in ancient times
to be a magical means of protection,
building an invisible wall around the
groom, protecting him from evil spirits. It
can be seen also as an act that defines a
new family circle, binding the bride to
the groom and away from the parents.
Mystically speaking, the bride may be
seen as entering the seven spheres of the
groom’s soul. Joshua circled the wall of
Jericho seven times, and then the walls
fell down. So, too, after the bride walks
around the groom seven times, the walls
between them will fall and their souls
will be united. These are obscure ideas
for a modern wedding, so you may want
to explain this and other customs in a
wedding booklet available to your
guests.
Of course, circling has been rejected by
some Jews in the recent past as evidence
of the patriarchal and demeaning nature
of the bride circling around her ‘master’,
marking her territory from other women.
But it can also be seen as a strong act of
definition: Here is the space we will share

The Chuppah
by Renee Kahn, Arkay Chuppah Creations, 224-392-4476

One of the oldest and most important
traditions of a Jewish wedding ceremony is the chuppah, or wedding canopy.
The word chuppah literally means “covering”and has been interpreted to symbolize everything from the tents of the
Hebrews wandering through the desert
to the new home that the couple will
make together. It is said that the chuppah invites not only the presence of Gd, but also the spirits of beloved ancestors to witness the marriage ceremony
of their descendants.
There are many beliefs about the history
and evolution of the chuppah. In
ancient times it was the custom to place
the chuppah outdoors as a reference to
God’s promise to Abraham to make his
seed as numerous as the stars. It is said
that in Biblical days, trees were planted
when babies were born. When they
married, branches from the trees were
used as the poles of the chuppot; today,
poles are often adorned with tree
branches to represent this tradition.

These days, chuppot can be found on
bimahs, in gardens, on rooftops, and
from beaches to mountaintops.
Regardless of where a chuppah stands,
the space beneath it is always sacred –
the place where the bride and groom
stand before G-d and their family to
declare their love and commitment to
each other and take their wedding
vows.
The requirements regarding the structure of the chuppah are very simple: it
must have a canopy top made of cloth,
be held up by four poles, and have all
four sides open. A chuppah can be
either freestanding or hand-held. If it is
hand-held, it is an honor to be a chuppah pole bearer. A chuppah can be as
simple as a family tallit or as elaborate
as creativity and the imagination will
allow.

www.arkaychuppah.com

together. Some couples have also modernized the ritual by circling one another,
first the bride around the groom clockwise, then the groom around the bride
the other way. This mutual circling is a
statement of balance and reciprocal
respect in declaring a space together and
the breaking down of barriers.

Kiddushin
The Jewish wedding ceremony has two
parts, kiddushin and nisuin, which are
performed together under the chuppah,
but which have distinct differences.
Kiddushin, which translates as "sanctification" or "dedication", is actually a
betrothal ceremony, a bonding of two
souls into one with each other and with
G_d. The bride and groom establish an
exclusive relationship.
The Rabbi greets everyone and makes
two blessings over a cup of wine. As
with all Jewish simchas, wine is a symbol of abundance and joy. The bride and
groom take a sip of wine. Next comes the
ring, the essential part of the ceremony.
The groom places a plain gold ring, without any stones or embellishments, on the
index finger of the bride’s right hand, the
finger thought to be directly connected
to the heart. The groom repeats the

blessing: "Behold, you are consecrated to
me with this ring according to the laws
of Moses and Israel." This thousand-yearold practice, the act of kiddushin, completes the betrothal. The kiddushin has
accomplished kinyan, the symbolic act of
the bride acquiring something of value
from the groom, and Jewish law now
considers them married.
In a double ring ceremony the bride then
repeats the process with a similar, but
gender-corrected, version of the same
blessing. This is often not allowed by
more traditional rabbis because it is said
to invalidate kinyan, the formal act of the
bride acquiring something of value from
the groom (since an exchange is being
made). In that case the bride may present the groom’s ring, and the bride’s ring
placed on her left ring finger, after the
ceremony (and forever after).
If wedding vows, or "I do’s" are desired,
and the rabbi agrees to speak them, they
will be exchanged at this point. Some
really beautiful vows, mutual promises or
poetry, often written by the bride and
groom affirming their devotion for one
another, can be added as a powerful personal statement to the ceremony.
Continued on Page 40
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the Jewish people within her gates,
Nisuin
The second part of the wedding ceremony, nisuin, the nuptials, completes the
marriage. Because the two parts of the
ceremony, kiddushin and nisuin were
historically separated, the ketubah is read
aloud before the nuptials as a way of
clearly separating the two halves. The
text is usually read aloud in Aramaic,
often repeated in English. The ketubah is
then stored away for safe keeping, or it
may be displayed on an easel for guests
to inspect. The rabbi may then say a few
words about the couple, particularly if
he/she has known the couple, or one of
them, for a while, or he may launch into
a longer sermon.
The nisuin begins with the seven blessings, sheva b'rachot, and ends with
yichud, or seclusion, after the ceremony.
The seven blessings begin with another
full cup of wine. They may be recited by
the Rabbi or by various guests the couple
wish to honor. Although it’s usually not a
problem, they must be recited in the
presence of a minyan, a formal quorum
of ten adults. In addition to a blessing
over the wine, there is praise for G_d as
creator of the world and of men and
women; a prayer for the newly married
couple and of the ten degrees of rejoicing. The blessings also include a prayer
that Jerusalem will be fully rebuilt and
restored with the Temple in its midst and

showing wishes not only for the individuals but the community in which they
live. The couple then drinks from the second cup of wine. The Rabbi pronounces
the couple officially husband and wife.

The Glass
The traditional ending of a Jewish wedding is probably the most recognized
feature: breaking the glass. It is an old
custom that is not formally part of the
ceremony, yet pages have been written
about its meaning, which has been
widely interpreted. A glass is placed on
the floor, often wrapped in cloth or a
napkin to prevent injury, and the groom
breaks it with his foot. Some couples
even choose to break it together, which is
fine. The crowd shouts "Mazel Tov!" and
joyous music begins (Siman Tov and
Mazel Tov is a favorite!). But what does
breaking the glass represent? Here are
some opinions:
• Even during times of great joy, we
should remember the tragic destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem,
symbolizing all suffering by Jews
everywhere;
• a representation of the fragility of
human relationships;
• a reminder that marriage transforms
the lives of individuals forever;
• it represents a break with childhood
and the parents’home;

The Wedding Program
A Wedding Program
serves a similar function
as the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah booklet
for the service.
The program is
compiled and
produced by
the family for
distribution to
congregants and
guests by the
ushers, or inserted into prayer
books. It can have
a variety of unique
features aimed at
relatives and
friends, guests,
congregants, non-Jewish
guests, and so on. These
also make great keepsakes of the wedding.

• in contrast to the solemn moments of
the ceremony, the loud crash signals
levity and celebration to begin;
• a symbol of the irrevocability of
marriage;
• this is the last time the groom gets
to "put his foot down."

Yichud-Seclusion
After the couple leave the chuppah,
tradition calls for them to retire to a private room where they might spend ten
or fifteen minutes together alone in
yichud–seclusion. This is historically a
ritual reserved only for married couples,
and they are escorted to the room by
witnesses and the door is closed. This is a
wonderful time to reflect on the union of
two souls without interference, to hug
and kiss, to take a breather before you are
once again the center of attention. It is
customary to eat together as a married
couple for the first time, breaking fast
(except for those sips of wine during the
ceremony) if you have fasted. Chicken
broth has been served in Ashkenazic
tradition as a symbol of prosperity to
come. Sephardic tradition calls for a meal
of doves symbolizing marital peace.
Another idea is a glass of champagne
and a plate of cocktail hour hors d’oeuvres that you might otherwise never
taste (talk to the caterer or ask a friend to
bring this). Eat something here because,
given the excitement and schedule of
events, many couples do not eat much at
their own wedding. This is also a good

time to place the rings on the correct
fingers, remove the veil, tallit and other
ceremonial garb. When you emerge from
the yichud, you are the newest married
couple in the room.
As a practical matter, this time gives the
caterer and guests a few minutes to
transition into the dining hall or cocktail
area, to visit the rest rooms, congratulate
the parents, and so on. It also avoids the
reception line, at least immediately after
the ceremony, which leaves guests
wandering around while waiting for
the line to end.

The Reception Line
This has become a standard at many
American weddings, even Jewish ones,
so you may still wish to have one, especially if you are not observing yichud. If
so, it may be held immediately after the
ceremony, after yichud, or after a cocktail
hour. The format is often the same,
including both sets of parents, bride and
groom, maid/matron of honor and
bridesmaids. The best man and ushers do
not participate, particularly since ushers
are not required at Jewish weddings. This
is the place for guests to express congratulations and for parents to kvell-swell
with pride. Keep smiling, be gracious, but
don’t chat too long. It’s OK to ask names
if you don’t know; most folks are glad to
introduce themselves.
Now, it’s off to the reception!

Interfaith Marriages

Program Examples:

By Carla Gohde, Chicago Area Associate Publisher for
B’nai Mitzvah & Jewish Weddings

• A step-by-step description of the
ceremony,
• A brief explanation of the
meaning of a Jewish Wedding
ceremony,
• Comments by the bride and groom on
the personal meaning of the day,
• Poems or wedding vows, etc.
• A description of the history and
tradition behind the ketubah, the
chuppah, or rituals such as circling,
the Seven Blessings, and breaking
the glass,
• An explanation of the music used
in the processional or during the
ceremony,
• The text of your ketubah,
• Copy of the wedding invitation,
• Comments from close relatives,
• Photographs of the bride and groom.
Creative, additions like ribbon or lace
are nice. Check with your Rabbi first
before making copies to distribute.

For an interfaith couple, the planning of
their ceremony often presents a challenge.
The blending of two different religious
backgrounds in a ceremony is stressful for
the couple and their families.
Many couples choose not to have any
religious aspect to their service. A judge is
simply there to marry the couple. For
some couples, this seems like the easiest
way to satisfy both sides. Other couples
choose to have a Rabbi, Priest/ Minister, or
both co-officiate their ceremony.
Whatever you decide as a couple, keep in
mind that you may incorporate certain
traditions or words that are important to
you. Perhaps, if the judge is marrying you,
you may want to be beneath the
Chuppah or “break the glass”. You may talk
to the officiant(s) about some ideas you
may have or ask them for their input. They
have performed many interfaith weddings
and may have very helpful suggestions for
your service.
You should never think of your service as
breaking tradition, only as starting a new
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tradition. It will serve to inspire and
enlighten all of your guests and allow
them a glimpse of a couple who are
beginning their lives together with different religious beliefs, but a shared interest
in each other. As a couple, it will be the
beginning of this shared responsibility to
learn, respect, compromise, and incorporate these traditions in their daily lives.
Interfaith marriages can be celebrated
when the couple is able to embrace their
differences and teach their families and
friends acceptance.
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Consider some of following, in addition to themed
centerpieces, for a unique touch:

•
•
•
•
•

Special effect lighting, lasers, fog, snow
Fireworks or pyrotechnics
Candle lighting name display
Sign-in-boards and theme props, like cardboard cut-outs
Ice Sculptures

decorations & theme design

This section includes party stores, centerpiece
designing services, balloon artists, florists, as
well as businesses offering sign-in boards,
decorated guest books, and other personalized services. These will be the biggest contributors to a themed celebration. Ask them if
delivery is included and if they could design a
sample to help you decide. Make sure to
choose a centerpiece that will not overwhelm
the table or block guests’ view of each other.
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Formal or fanciful, simple or bold, decorations set the
mood and tone of a party. The Bar/Bat Mitzvah has
worked hard to get there, make the celebration festive,
regardless of your budget! Table centerpieces usually
coordinate with the theme (see feature at right).
Linens and napkins could coordinate with color
themes, and they make a dramatic color statement.
Some banquet facilities have a selection of colors, but
rental centers will have a larger assortment. Consider
chair covers, they add elegance to the setting. Check
out the decor in your banquet hall or facility. Ask about
upcoming renovations. Choose colors and decorations
that will not clash with the surroundings. Don’t forget
about decorations for the buffet tables, gift table, and
band/DJ area. Clusters and arches of balloons are an
inexpensive and dramatic way to add large splashes of
color. Decorate tables with inexpensive glitter for a festive appearance. Remember to include a table with a
sign-in or message book, keeping with your theme. An
easel with a decorated photo collage or for sign-ins
(don’t forget some colorful pens!) can add excitement
to a room entrance and point the way for guests.
A decorated welcome sign on an easel can be a beacon
to guests and also set the tone of the celebration. Use
balloons, cardboard cutouts, flowers, enough to identify
this as a special time for the child and the guests.
Decorate baskets filled with favors, socks for younger
dancers (the girls always seem to take off their shoes),
candy, or to place gifts. Make all your decoration
arrangements well in advance. Many vendors will gladly
deliver and set up for you, if you coordinate with the
facility. Check with your synagogue or facility manager
for any restrictions on decorations, set-up times, extra
cleanup charges, etc. that may apply.

Who Should
Decide What?
What You Should Decide
The Size and Style of the Reception • Main Menu
Adult Guest List • How Many Kids • Location & Times •
Professionals to Hire • Hora Music • Decorations
What The Bar/Bat Mitzvah Could Decide
Theme • Kids Guest List • Kids’ Seating Arrangement
Dance Music • Clothing
• Alternate Entertainment • Candle Lighting Tributes
Decide As A Team
Alliyot and Honor Participants
Candle Lighting Honorees • Invitations

The Great Theme Debate
Whether or not to add a theme to a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebration is not so
much a matter of debate but of personal preference. If a theme will
detract from your celebration,
forget it! You don’t need one
to have a meaningful spiritual
and family experience.
If a theme will add some fun to your celebration
without detracting from the experience, then
go for it! Always consult the Bar/Bat Mitzvah
for suggested themes, but remember, a
theme often involves extra work and expense,
so be prepared. Here are a few of the many
possible themes you might use.

Sports Theme
• Use football, baseball, soccer ball-shaped balloons.
• Favors could be personalized balls, rackets, puck’s etc.
• Centerpieces could include miniature “sports”ball
or foam board cut-outs.
• A blow-up of your child’s favorite sports pose.

Television/Movie Themes
(Wizard of Oz, Star Wars,
Gone With the Wind, etc.)
• Use life-size cardboard stand-ups for
decoration (often found at party stores).
• Name the tables different characters
(placecards could read: Mr./Mrs. Guest
are seated at the Rhett Butler table).
• Movie or TV props could be incorporated
into the centerpieces.

Hollywood Stars Theme
• Your sign-in or welcome board could read:
“Now Appearing”or “The Star of the Show
is (child’s name)”along with a blow-up
picture of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah child.
• Each table could be named for a popular
star i.e., Tom Cruise, John Travolta.
• Centerpieces and namecards could include
a Hollywood theme.

Israeli Theme
• Each table could be named for a different city in Israel.
• Decorations and balloons could be blue and white.
• Israeli flags could be used in
the centerpiece.
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Party Pointer!

Decorations

Torah Portion
• Lessons from the weekly torah portion come to life!
• Tables named for figures, tribes, or
places prominent in the weekly reading.
• Crafts to make include take-home
Israeli-style favors.
• Create an Israel marketplace with cafe´
tables or pillow areas inside tents like ancient days.
• “Torah”scroll sign-in book
• Klezmer music and Israel dance instructor.

Candy Theme
• Use Hershey® Kiss balloons in
the centerpiece.
• You can give a solid chocolate 6-8 ounce Hershey®
Kiss to your candle lighting honorees.
• Your female guests could receive a chocolate rose.
• Use personalized king-size candy bars as favors

Oscar Party
• Use Oscar-shaped invitations.
• Tables: Medium sized silver bowls filled with
peaches and plums to be used as
centerpieces for each table. (They look very
nice and serve a practical purpose.)
• To entertain your guests before or after the event
play a home made video of the child and his/her
friends as if they are on T.V. by acting like their
favorite actors and directors talking about how
they felt about winning an Oscar.
• Every kid receives miniature Oscar key chains
(found at party store).

Grand Prix or NASCAR
• Black and white checkered paper on tables
Decorate with checkered flags and red,
white and black balloons.
• Remote control raceway as an activity Race
posters as souvenirs.

Stroll Down Broadway
• Theatre marque, spotlights and flashing neon
to create atmosphere.
• Each table could be named for a different play.
• Sign–in board with the Bar/Bat Mitzvah on the
cover of a Playbill.
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Make sure to choose a centerpiece that will not overwhelm
the table or block guests’ view of each other. Consider
some of following, in addition to themed centerpieces, for
a unique touch:
• Special effect lighting, lasers, fog, snow
• Fireworks or pyrotechnics
• Candle lighting name display
• Sign-in-boards and theme props, like cardboard cut-outs
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Speaking Anxiety? Tips to Relax
By Matt Tucker
You’ve got your Torah portion down pat. A little
Hebrew never hurt anyone.
Of course, your family still
heckles you every day
about practicing which only
makes you more nervous.
You hate speaking (and
sweating) in public and
you’re not too happy about
having to do a speech.
The comforting news, according to the
University of Mary Washington (UMW)
Speaking Center (http://www.umw.edu
/spkc/resources), is that, “You’ll appear
more confident than you feel.”

Tips for making your speech
sound awesome and you more
comfortable:
1) Make a list of your concerns: You’ll put
your fears into prospective and find ways
to fight them.
2) Practice your speech: You’ve heard this
a million times, but hear this. You can
over practice. If you lose interest in the

speech and speak too fast when
practicing, stop. Make sure you
go through the speech slowly.
Speaking quickly may help your
speech end quicker but it will
not eliminate your nervousness and
mistakes.
3) Perform the speech once
at the temple: Same goes
with your Torah portion. It’s
really different speaking in the synagogue or place of service.
Acclimating yourself to the surroundings will help you feel more at
ease on the big day.
4) Know the introduction: Your anxiety is highest at the beginning of
the presentation, so knowing the
introduction well can help you get
through the rest of the speech.
5) Use your nervousness:
When you step up to the
stage and you feel nervous,
you have extra energy floating
around that your body has no idea how
to use. Use this energy productively by
stressing important words and making

gestures.
6) Pick three spots: Instead of
looking into the faces of family
and friends, try looking just to
the left, right, or even better,
above. It will appear as if
you’re looking into their faces.
Find a blemish on the wall, a
book in plain sight, or anything
that you can focus on while you
reiterate what you’ve practiced so
well. Using three of these
spots/objects allows you to move your
head around the room as if you’re a
master of eye contact.
7) Don’t think too much: While you’re
speaking, make sure you know what
line you’re on and what the sentence
means so that you can intonate properly. Other than that, don’t think.
Further thought could
make you nervous.
8) Eat sleep and look
good: If you eat properly,
sleep enough and give yourself
time to get ready in the morning, your
body will be ready for public speaking.
Tyler Mondres, a recent Bar Mitzvah,

suggests using notes for intonation and
pauses. Simple notes-to-self such as
“look up”and “go slow”on paper help
him when he speaks. Another helpful
tool, according to Tyler, is the relevance of
his speech. He related his Torah portion
to all aspects of his life. While it may be
hard for Tyler to speak extensively on stories in the Torah, he has no qualms about
speaking on football, school grades, family, and even addressing the crowd.
If you are still nervous, videotape yourself
and go over possible problem areas with
your parents, keeping in mind you will
look 100 times smaller to people on the
big day. Remember, family and friends
cannot see everything you see on video.
Besides, we all know your family will be
nuts about you no matter how you think
you perform. No matter what happens,
you cannot avoid the “you’re so adorable”
and “my, you sound so grown-up”comments. In the end, after everyone kisses
and congratulates you, you’ll be too
excited to remember why you worried.

giftware, jewelry & judaica
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These listings include Yarmulkes, Tzitzis,
Tallisim, books, etc.as well as jewelry,
portraits, and other mementos to honor
the child’s accomplishments. Many sell
items such as memory books, picture
frames, and music for Bar/Bat Mitzvah
presents. Many Synagogues have a Judaica
shop for you to purchase these items.

Great Gift Suggestions
Decorated Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Memory Book
This has places for invitations, seating
cards, photos taken by guests, copies of
speeches, even the Torah portion.
Personalized Picture Frames
These could have a name, a nickname or
a theme. Better yet, insert a photo of
the Bar/Bat Mitzvah child.
Theme Bookends
Specialty shops have ones for any sport
or hobby. We saw ones with famous
synagogues on them!
Music/Jewelry Box
Pick a theme or song that has meaning
to you or to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Or look
into engraved styles!
U.S. Savings Bond
Always a safe investment!
Israeli Savings Bond
Call 212-644-BOND

Fine Watches
Try engraving a special wish!
Monogrammed or Personalized
Pocketbook or Wallet
Perfect for young adults.
CD’s and Digital Download Cards
Ask friends to help with the selection.
Or purchase a gift certificate at a
nearby music store.
Personal CD Player, iPod, or Boom
Box
Check to see if they already have one.
Again, a gift certificate at the local
electronics store is a safe bet.
Custom Mah Jongg Set
This is the latest rage with teens!

Remember:
Leave enough time for special
order gifts.

Religious Gift Suggestions
• Tallit Set
• Mazuzah
• Yaad
• Kiddush Cup (Boys)

• Framed Blessing
• Menorah
• Miriam’s Cup (Girls)
• Shabbat Candlesticks

• Deluxe Yarmulke
• Religious Jewelry
• Deluxe Prayer Book

Place Card Ideas
Place cards (or seating cards) are a crucial ele- display, such as an acrylic coaster or snow
ment at very special events. Place cards allow globe frame (see www.partyfavorbiz.com
party planners to be very creative, while serv- and www.cadettmarketing.com).
ing the simple function of assigning guests to • Sweet- Purchase or make gingerbread
particular tables for their meal without confu- men/woman, cookies, tiny tarts, or cupsion or additional assistance. The card typically cakes. Guest’s names can be written on the
has the name of each guest and the assigned sweet treats with royal icing.
table number (married couples are often
• Toast- Champagne flutes can be etched
assigned together on one card, eg. Mr. & Mrs. with guest’s names (expensive) or names
Paul Levy). They are often displayed on a table can be written on a tag and then tied
outside the reception hall, such as an assemaround the glass. As guests arrive at the
bly or pre-function hallway. Matching table
table and find their seats, servers can fill
numbers are placed separately or as part of a
their glasses with a bubbly beverage.
decorative centerpiece. You can ask your invi• Clip it- Simple place card clips or fancy
tation dealer to supply these, or order from
card holders, such as the metal chair figures
another source, such as www.mazeltovfa(Elegance – 85156) found at
vors.com.
www.cadettmarketing.com, are available to
The price ranges for these cards vary greatly add a dash of pizzazz and keep your guests
and so do the options. Place cards can coin- commenting.
cide with the theme of the wedding or
The options above are just a few examples
mitzvah. Or, they can just be simple, eleof some original seating cards that will catch
gant, elaborate or crafty. The options to
the attention of guests. It is important, howexpress your creativity are endless. Here are
ever, to avoid making the place cards too
some imaginative seating cards to make
elaborate. Cards that are large in size and are
your event even more fun:
too busy and may become distracting. Party
• Simple- Elegant yet simple cards can imiplanners want the guests to remember the
tate the invitations that guests receive.
exceptional day. Place cards that can be
White or beige along with black or navy
taken home serve as a wonderful memento
work best.
of the event and add style and fun to any
• Frames- Name cards can be placed in a
event.
or a funPhoto By: Jody Garland Design & Photography
picture frame (glass, wood, etc.),
Background
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invitations & calligraphy

Order your invitations at least six months
before the event. Check the wording carefully,
you don’t want to inadvertently leave something out. Ask your friends to show you any
invitations they may have saved to use as a
reference, or examine wording arrangements
in the invitation books. Also, don’t rush the
decision, you may need to look at several
sample books over a period of weeks before
you make up your mind, especially if you
are letting your child help you decide.
Remember to order extra envelopes for
address changes or if a mistake is made.
Hire calligraphy service as soon as the
invitations arrive, to allow plenty of time
for the project to be completed.
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Sample Invitation
Wording
While very original invitation wording
can follow almost any pattern, most
invitation messages follow a three-part
construction:
1. The expression of sentiment followed
by the invitation to attend;
2. Day, time, and place;
3. Invitation to share a luncheon, dinner
or some other simcha with the family, bride and groom, or B’nai Mitzvah.
This is sometimes expressed on a
separate card, allowing the option to
exclude it in the envelope.
The following are some examples of
the wording of the first portion:

• We would be delighted if you would
join us at the Bat Mitzvah of our
daughter Allison ...
• We invite you to share in our joy...
• We invite you to share a special day
in our lives...
• Dorothy and Alan Klein invite you to
share a special moment in their lives
when their son Zachary David is
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah...
• My family and I would like you to
share our happiness on the special
occasion of my Bar Mitzvah on...
• Please join us to celebrate the Bat
Mitzvah of our dear daughter Amy...

B’nai Mitzvah

Wedding

• With pride and joy we invite you to
join us (or worship with us) as our
daughter, Michelle Kim, is called to
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah...
• With special feelings of love
and pride...
• With pride and pleasure...
• With pride and delight and mostly
with love...
• We cordially invite you to share the
Bar Mitzvah celebration of our
beloved son Adam Eric on...
• We invite you to share a proud and
special moment as we celebrate with
joy the Bat Mitzvah of our daughter
Rachel on...
• In the tradition of his ancestors our
dear son Phillip Mark will be called
to the Torah (or becomes a Bar
Mitzvah)...
• With the richness of tradition and the
promise of tomorrow we invite you
to share this special moment as our
son Harris Simon is called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on...
• Share a special day with us when
our son...

• Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Gish request the
honor of your presence at the marriage of Miss Louise Abrams to their
son Alan Gish on...
• ...request the honor of your presence
at the marriage of their daughter
Eileen J. Gish to Mr. Paul
Goldstein on...
• Miss Louise Abrams and Dr. Alan
Gish request the honor of your
presence at their wedding on...
• We invite you to join us in
celebrating the marriage of our
children, Eileen and Paul on....Joyce
and Randy Bloom, Howard Fish.
• Our joy will be more complete if you
can share in the marriage of our
daughter...
• ...will be joined under the chuppah...
• We invite you you join us as we
begin our new life on...
• ...invite you to join in the ceremony
uniting their children...

Photo invitation cards, postcards, place cards; Use your favorite
picture to design your card; Retro, vintage or other themed
invitation designs. Start on your database of invitees early. List
everyone, select your final list later. This should figure into your
planning. Consult you caterer, calligrapher, or party planner for
advice on how many more guests to invite, based on your
circumstances, over the number of attendees you are planning.
Not everyone you invite will be able to attend.
Check out pages 45 and 46 for Invitation Vendors.

CURRENT TRENDS

Invitations...
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music & entertainment

This section features DJs,
Live Bands, Karaoke,
Vocalists, Magicians,
and Caricaturists. You
may want to ask the following
questions when hiring your DJ
or band:
• Are you familiar with the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah routine and
have you done them before?
• Will you play songs/games
usually seen at these events:
i.e. hoola hoop, dance contests, chicken dance, hokey
pokey?
• What type of music do you
play?
• Do you have a song list?
• How long do you play and
how many breaks do you
take?
• What is the price, deposit
amount,
and when is the balance due?
• Do you have references?
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novelties & favors

Some families give customized items or
favors to the children attending the reception
portion of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. This section
includes ideas for give-aways, contest prizes,
and supplies. Wedding guests are usually
treated to a favor or memento, as well as
special gifts for the bridal party.
Alternate Entertainment
Alternate entertainment is great for entertaining youngsters while
adults are eating and socializing. Set up a separate area or room for
alternative entertainers, such as those listed under the Novelties/Favors
section. Plan your entertainment around the ages of the children
attending. Lots of younger cousins or siblings may enjoy an activity in
which they can participate. Alternate entertainers may be perfect for
synagogues that do allow outside music on Shabbat.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Booklet
Many congregations allow, even
encourage, creation of a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah booklet or program for the
service. This is compiled and
produced by the family for distribution
to congregants and guests by the ushers, or inserted into prayer books. It
can have a variety of unique features
aimed at relatives and friends, guests,
congregants, non-Jewish guests, and
so on. Here are some examples:

how a program was used for a Havdalah/
Hanukkah Bar Mitzvah: “[The program]
explained to guests the order of the
service, the Haftarah portion, what it
means, honors given, page numbers to
follow, explanations of the Mitzvah Project,
what Hanukkah and Havdalah service is
along with what the spice bags are for,
thanks to people who have made this day
happen...On the back had the directions
for the dreidel game. It made non-Jewish
guests feel much more comfortable now
that they knew what was going on.” And it
serves as a wonderful keepsake of the
special day!
Photo by: Romy Modlin Photography

• A short description of the worship
service as conducted at your synagogue,
• A brief explanation of the meaning of a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, event or an essay by the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah on the meaning of the
day to him/her,
• Poems or special readings,
• A discussion of the current parasha,
or Torah portions,
• A list or description of the mitzvot
performed by the Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
• Comments from close relatives,
• Photographs of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
Be creative, but check with your Rabbi first
before making copies to distribute.
• Deborah Burman Carasso, of Unique
Invitations, (1-877-837-9122) explains

Novelties & Favors 49
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Frequently Asked Questions
We just received our child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah
date, what is the first thing we should do?
After speaking with your B’nai Mitzvah committee chair or coordinator about
Synagogue rules, or consulting written policies and guidelines, discuss with your
family the type of party everyone wants and what the budget will allow. Then start
looking at photographers and the hall. These two services seem to need more time to
secure. Check the Planning Time Table on page 58.
How much will we, as parents, be asked to participate on the Bimah
during the service?
This question will have to be answered by your Rabbi or Synagogue staff. Depending
on the Synagogue, some parents will make a speech, bless their child, or participate
in the service. This is truly an honor and a pleasure–don’t let stage fright ruin this
precious moment.
Should we choose an evening affair or an afternoon kiddish luncheon?
Certainly, this will be a topic of discussion for the entire family. Often the choice has
to do with how many out-of-town relatives you expect, the amount of money you
want to spend, the size of the affair, and many other variables. Generally, it is more
expensive to have an evening simcha, but an evening affair lends itself to a more formal atmosphere. You may want to offer a kiddish luncheon after the service for your
guests or the entire congregation. In some synagogues, sponsoring a Kiddush luncheon and/or an Oneg Shabbat on Friday evening is expected. So, afternoon and
evening events are not mutually exclusive, you could have both. Your family should
discuss what type of public event you want to sponsor and what role food will play
in that event.
How can we make our non-Jewish friends feel more comfortable at my
Bar/Bat Mitzvah service?
You may want to explain the service to them ahead of time. Rules regarding proper
etiquette vary by synagogue, so ask staff or your Rabbi for Synagogue rules or policies. In some places kippot are required to be worn by all male visitors, for instance.
You could explain that this does not make your guests Jewish, it is a sign of respect.
Check with your Rabbi to be sure. See the feature on Bar/Bat Mitzvah Booklet on
page 46. Also consult Jeffrey Salkin’s Putting G-d on the Guest List, which has an
entire section on this subject, or How To Be A Perfect Stranger: The Essential Religious
Handbook, by Arthur Magida, both for sale on www.milestonesmagazine.com.
What type of gift is appropriate for the Bar/Bat Mitzvah child?
If your child is attending their friend’s affair, generally a check in the amount of $36

(double Chai) is a nice gift (or a multiple of Chai - $18.), depending on how close the
friendship. Some families offer checks, tributes, donations, or purchase presents, again
depending on whether it is a relative or friend, closeness of the two families, or how
many people are attending from your family. Religious items, such as menorahs are
also nice gifts.
What is the appropriate attire to wear to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah?
At the Synagogue, wear whatever you would wear to a typical service. Some families
buy new clothing for the occasion. Remember to dress with appropriate respect for
the house of worship you attend.
If you have a simcha at night or the next day, dress according to the theme, place and
tenor of the affair. Remember to instruct guests in the invitations if you have special
dress requirements.
To what extent can members of other religious groups participate in the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah?
Typically, non-Jews can participate by simply attending, observing, and following the
service. If relatives or close friends are not Jewish, they are sometimes afforded
non-ritual honors. If you are concerned about involving a relative or close friend who
is not Jewish, consult with your rabbi to find out what might be possible.
If we can have a Bar Mitzvah on a Saturday, why can't we get married on
Saturday?
Well, you can, but after sunset, when Shabbat is officially over. The issue isn't
Saturday, it is Shabbat (Friday sunset to Saturday sunset).
B'nai Mitzvot are celebrations conducted as part of regular services when the Torah is
read aloud (Saturday morning). Jewish tradition recognizes that the Thirteen-yearold becomes a Bar/Bat Mitzvah independent of any celebration. The congregation is
part of the ceremony: a young person takes full responsibility for their own religious
obligations, starting with an alliyah for the reading of Torah, reciting the Sh'ma, leading the congregation in prayer, and presentation of D'var Torah. This coming of age is
shared by the Jewish community and is therefore a public event. One that typically
occurs on Saturday, but can also occur on other days when the Torah is read.
Weddings are private affairs that do not typically involve an entire congregation. And
in contrast to the happy, celebratory nature of a wedding, Shabbat is a time for quiet
reflection and for rest. A wedding is work, and it involves a legal contract, themes not
suited for Shabbat. It is therefore rare to find a Rabbi who will marry a couple on
Shabbat. Saturday after dark is OK, but Sunday is by far the most popular day for
Jewish weddings, especially during the Summer when dusk on Saturday is so late.

Mitzvah Project Resources
Before the Service
In the invitation, ask people to bring clothes, canned
food, sports equipment, all the loose change they have,
baby items, etc. to the reception or service, which would
be taken to an organization afterwards.
Include an envelope addressed to a charity. With this,
your guests could send money to that charity, instead of
or to supplement giving a gift to you.
Send food to a less fortunate family for a holiday such as
Passover, Purim, Rosh Hashanah, etc. through an agency
which will locate a family and give it your food.
The Points of Light webpage (www.pointsoflight.org)
shows where volunteer centers all over the US are, where
you could volunteer for various community service projects.
At the Service
Donate the bimah flowers used during your service to
shelters, hospitals, or other local groups where flowers
would make them much happier. You can invite Jewish
elderly people from local retirement homes to come and
enjoy your service.

During the Reception
Instead of flower centerpieces, you can do several things.
Contribute the saved money to Tzedakah. Make a centerpiece out of books, and donate them to organizations
such as Headstart. Use baskets with cans of food, which
are to be later donated to an agency or shelter to be
given to the hungry. Find a way to arrange gloves, hats,
and mittens into centerpieces which look like flowers,
and then donate them.
Hold a Tzedakah fair, where each table represents a different charity, with information on the charities and ways
to contribute. For information on Tzedakah fairs, contact
bigabba@aol.com.
Instead of a party for your friends, or after your party, you
and your friends could go and provide services to your
community. Help repaint an older synagogue. Entertain
people in retirement homes, disabled children, or sick
people in hospitals. Make it a fun group event.
After the Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Tour the local Tzedakah agencies, shelters, and other

charities. After the reception, you could give some of your
gift money to these organizations as you see fit.
Find out about specialized charities by going to the Ziv
Tzedakah Fund (www.ziv.org) or the Charitable Choices
web site (charitychoices.com).
You could organize a program for your synagogue which
allows the synagogue to give a Tzedakah box to each
Bar/Bat Mitzvah reminding them to continue giving
Tzedakah even though they are not in Hebrew school
anymore.
Making Mitzvot Part of Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Looking for a mitzvah project, but don´t know where to
start? Volunteerism comes in many different forms whether you choose to give your time, raise money, or
host a collection drive, your project can, and will, make a
difference in your community. TOV´s B´nai Mitzvah
Tikkun Olam Manual will guide you towards finding
the right fit. For more information, email
BnaiMitzvah@juf.org.
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Add Meaning To Your Mitzvah...
Consider for your Mitzvah Project a donation jar at your event.
Place next to your sign-in board, with a sign stating- ”drop all
your spare change here”and also mentioning what the jar is for
and where you will donate. At the end of the evening let all
know to donate to your cause, set a goal! Another possibility is
to consider a Mitzvah or Wedding centerpiece donation bucket,
for each table. Don’t forget to decorate your jar or bucket with
your event theme and mention your donation effort in your
invitation and tell guests to save all their spare change!
Check out Mitzvah Project Resources on page 50.

Stay Involved:

After the Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Photo By: Romy Modlin Photography

B’nai B’rith Youth Organization
This organization is a youth-led, worldwide organization
which provides opportunities for Jewish youth to develop
their leadership potential, a positive Jewish identity and
commitment to their personal development. Under the
guidance of adult advisors
and professional staff, youths
participate in democraticfunctioning small groups.
Great Midwest
Region BBYO
1700 Weiland Road
Buffalo Grove, IL
847-947-4358
E- gmr@bbyo.org
Activities include monthly Teen
Connection Events, such as day
in the City of Chicago, a trip up
to the Wisconsin Dells, and much
more!

Teen Programs at
the JCC
Chi Town Connection
JCC's extraordinary year-round program for teens. There’s
nothing like it. It’s not your typical youth group.
What you’ll love about Chi Town Connection is that you
can be as involved as you’d like. Be part of the advisory
board and help plan CTC events. Or just show up when
you want. You pick the activities that interest you. CTC is

always up to something good and into something fun
like monthly outings into the city, sporting events,
socials, camping, travel, education, leadership, volunteering or just hanging out.
Connect with CTC and we’ll connect
you with cool people, great experiences
and your Jewish community. Everyone
is invited. All you need to do is show
up. Call for more information at 847412-5570.
Mitzvah Corps (Gr. 6-12)
Mitzvah Corps is a community service
program developed by the Jewish
Community Centers of Chicago. The
purpose of the program is to give middle school and high school students an
opportunity to contribute to the local
community, gain new experiences, and
meet new friends.
All Mitzvah Corps programs are
designed to get kids involved in handson activities that contribute to the
overall welfare of the community. The activity could be
serving food at a homeless shelter, cleaning up a park,
reading books to children or visiting with the elderly.
Activities vary depending on the project, but we guarantee everyone will have a great time and feel good about
their contributions.

Camp Chi Teen Adventures
Hike a canyon. Bike a mountain. See America and
beyond. Camp Chi summer adventures put your body and
mind in total discovery mode.
You'll experience some of the most majestic, historic and
entertaining spots in America, Canada and Israel.
Whether a rugged adventure or a sightseeing tour, Camp
Chi teen trips offer incredible opportunities to build
friendships, discover leadership skills and learn to work
and live as part of a community of peers.
Camp Chi Teen Adventures are led by a staff of specialists
who are experts in wilderness adventure.
For the summer of a lifetime, call 847.272.2301.
Interviews are required for all trips. Visit
www.campchi.com for more information!
JCC Maccabi Games
Each year, JCC Maccabi Chicago fields a delegation of
teens ages 13-16 to compete in the annual JCC Maccabi
Games. This Olympic-style competition brings together
more than 6,000 Jewish teens from around the world to
compete in various individual and team sports including
baseball, softball, basketball, bowling, golf, in-line hockey, table tennis, soccer, swimming, track and field, tennis
and volleyball. An offspring of the World Maccabiah
Games held in Israel every four years, JCC Maccabi
Chicago is a fantastic opportunity for teen athletes to take
their game to the next level, meet new friends, and enjoy
a once-in-a-lifetime experience. For more information
about the JCC Maccabi Games, please visit our website at
www.jccmaccabi.org.
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Adas Yehuda V'Shoshana
2548 Jasper Court,
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-509-9204
Traditional
Am Shalom
840 Vernon Ave.
Glencoe, IL 60022
847-835-4800
Reform
Am Yisrael Conservative
Congregation
4 Happ Road
Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-7215
Conservative
Anita M. Stone
Jewish Community Center
3400 W. 196th St.
Flossmoor IL 60422
JCC
Anshe Tikvah
PO Box 2455
Northbrook, IL 60065
847-917-7726
Non-denominational
BAY Shul
314 N. McHenry Road
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-947-4229
Orthodox
Bene Shalom
4435 W. Oakton St.
Skokie, IL 60076
847-677-3330
Reform
Bernard Weinger JCC
300 Revere Drive
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-205-9480
JCC
Beth Chaverim Humanistic
Jewish Community
1457 Wilmot Road
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-945-6512
Nondenominational
Beth Emet The Free
Synagogue
1224 Dempster St.
Evanston, IL 60202
847-869-4230
Reform
Beth Hillel Congregation
Bnai Emunah
3220 Big Tree Lane
Wilmette, IL 60091
847-256-1213
Conservative
Beth Tikvah Congregation
300 Hillcrest Blvd
Hoffman Estates, IL
847-885-4545
www.Beth-Tikvah.org
Reform
B'nai Yehuda Beth Sholom
1424 W. 183rd
Homewood, IL 60430
708-799-4110
Reform

Chabad of Bucktown/Wicker
Park
2134 N. Winchester
Chicago, IL 60614
773-772-3770
Orthodox
Chabad Jewish Center of
Gurnee
5101 Washington St, Ste 32
Gurnee, IL 60031
847-782-1800
Orthodox
Chabad Jewish Center of
Naperville
1935 Brookdale Rd., 115
Naperville, IL 60563
630-344-9770
Orthodox
Chicago Sinai Congregation
15 W. Delaware Place
Chicago, IL 60610
312-867-7000
Reform
Chicago Loop Synagogue
16 S. Clark St.
Chicago, Il 60603
312-346-7370
Traditional
Congregation Am Chai
1515 Barrington Rd
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
847-604-4060
Conservative
Congregation Beit Haverim
29 E. Highway 45 P.O Box 5309
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
847-955-1800
Conservative
Congregation Beth Am
225 N. McHenry Road
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-459-1677
Reform
Congregation Beth Judea
Route 83 & Hilltop Rd., 5304 Rfd
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-634-0777
Conservative
Congregation Beth Shalom
3433 Walters Ave.
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-498-4100
Conservative
Congregation Beth Shalom
772 W. 5th Ave.
Naperville, IL 60563
630-961-1818
Egalitarian
Congregation B'nai Chai
102 Adair Court
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
847-362-4226
Nondenominational
Congregation B'nai Jehoshua
Beth Elohim
1201Lake Cook Rd.
Deerfield, IL 60015
Reform
Congregation B'nai Shalom
of Buffalo Grove
701 W. Aptakisic Road
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-415-1370
Traditional

Congregation B'nai Tikvah
1558 Wilmot Road
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-945-0470
Conservative
Congregation B'nai Torah
2789 Oak St.
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-433-7100
Reform
Congregation Ezras Israel
7001 N. California Ave.
Chicago, IL 60645
773-764-8320
Orthodox
Congregation Hakafa
P.O.Box 409
Glencoe, IL 60022
847-242-0687
Reform
Congregation Kol Ami
845 N. Michigan Ave., Ste 913 E
Chicago, IL 60611
312-664-4775
Reform
Congregation Kol Emeth
5130 W. Touhy Ave.
Skokie, IL 60077
847-673-3370
Conservative
Congregation Or Shalom
21 Hawthorn Pkwy.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
847-362-1948
Reform
Congregation Or Torah
3800 W. Dempster Street
Skokie, IL 60076
847-679-3645
Orthodox
Congregation Solel
1301 Clavey Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-433-3555
Reform
Congregation Sukkat Shalom
444 Skokie Blvd., #300
Wilmette, IL 60091
847-251-2675
Reform
Congregation Tikkun Olam
P.O. Box 280
Crystal Lake, IL 60039
815-334-7110
Reform
Congregation Yehuda Moshe
4721 W. Touhy Ave.
Lincolnwood, IL 60712
847-673-5870
Orthodox
Emanuel Congregation
5959 N. Sheridan Rd.
Chicago, IL 60660
773-561-5173
Reform
Ezra-Habonim, The Niles
Township Jewish
Congregation
4500 Dempster St.
Skokie, IL 60076
847-675-4141
Conservative

Jacob Duman JCC at
Woodland Commons
370 Halfday Road
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-955-0005
JCC
Jewish Reconstructionist
Congregation

303 Dodge Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202-3252
847-328-7678
Reconstructionist
KAM Isaiah Israel
Congregation
1100 E. Hyde Park Blvd.
Chicago IL 60615
773-924-1234
Reform
Kehilat Chovevei Tzion
4000 W. Church Street
Skokie, IL 60076
847-410-2710
Orthodox
Kehillat Shalom
8610 Niles Center Rd.
Skokie, IL 60077
847-676-3093
Conservative Egalitarian
Keshet Recreational
Programs
3210 Dundee Rd.
Northbrook IL 847-412-5773
Jewish Organization
Kol Hadash Humanistic
Congregation
P.O. Box 405
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-347-3003
Nondenominational
Keshet Recreational
Programs
617 Landwehr Rd.,
Northbrook, IL 60062
(847) 205-1234
Conservative
Lake Shore Drive Synagogue
70 E. Elm St
Chicago, IL 60611
312-337-6811
Traditional
Lakeside Congregation for
Reform Judaism
1221 County Line Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-432-7950
Reform
Lincolnwood Jewish
Congregation
7117 N. Crawford Ave.
Lincolnwood, IL 60712
847-676-0491
Traditional
Lubavitch Chabad of
Glenview
2223 Cottonwood Drive
Glenview IL 60026
847-998-9896
Orthodox
Lubavitch Chabad of
Northbrook
2095 Landwehr Rd.
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-564-8770
Orthodox

Lubavitch Chabad of Skokie
4059 W. Dempster Street
Skokie, IL 60076
847-677-1770
Orthodox
Mchenry County Jewish
Congregation
8617 Ridgefield Road
Crystal Lake, IL 60012
815-455-1810
Conservative

Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob
Synagogue
8825 N. East Prairie Rd.
Skokie, IL 60076
847-674-3473
Traditional
Tannenbaum Chabad House
2014 Orrington Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
847-869-8060
Orthodox

Moriah Congregation
200 Taub Drive
Deerfield, IL 60015
847- 948-5340
Conservative

Temple Beth Israel
3601 W. Dempster Street
Skokie, IL 60076
847-675-0951
Reform

North Suburban Lubavitch
Chabad
874 Central Ave.
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-433-1567
Orthodox

Temple Beth-El
3610 W. Dundee Rd.
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-205-9982
Reform

North Suburban Synagogue
Beth El
1175 Sheridan Rd.
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-432-8900
Conservative
Northbrook Community
Synagogue Adas Yehuda
V'Shoshana
2849 Dundee Road, Suite 192
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-509-9204
Traditional
Northbrook Congregation
Ezra-Habonim
2095 Landwehr Rd.
Northbrook, IL 60062
847- 480-1690
Traditional

Temple Chai
1670 RFD Checker Road
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-537-1771
Reform
Temple Jeremiah
937 Happ Road
Northfield, IL 60093
847-441-5760
Reform
Temple Judea Mizpah
8610 Niles Center Rd.
Skokie, IL 60077
847-676-1566
Reform
Temple Menorah
2800 West Sherwin Avenue
Chicago, IL 60645
773-761-5700
Reform

North Shore Congregation
Israel
1185 Sheridan Road
Glencoe, IL 60022
847-835-0724
Reform

Temple Sholom of Chicago
3480 N. Lake Shore Dr.
Chicago, IL 60657
773-525-4707
Reform

Northwest Suburban Chabad
Lubavitch
16296 W. Aptakisic Rd.
Prairie View, IL 60069
847-808-7770
Orthodox

The North Shore Jewish
Center -Congregation Or
Simcha
Wilmette Community Rec. Center
3000 Glenview Rd. Room 200
Wilmette, IL 60091
847-410-2066
Orthodox

Persian Iran Hebrew
Congregation
3820 W. Main Street
Skokie, IL 60076
847-674-5444
Orthodox
Sephardic Congregation
1819 W. Howard St.
Evanston, IL 60202
847-475-7707
Orthodox
Shir Hadash
Reconstructionist Synagogue
3380 Commercial Avenue
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-498-8218
Reconstructionist
Skokie Central Traditional
Congregation
4040 Main St.
Skokie, IL 60076
847-674-4117
Traditional

Young Israel of Northbrook
3545 Walters Ave.
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-480-9462
Orthodox
Young Israel of Skokie
3740 W. Dempster Street
Skokie, IL 60076
847-329-0990
Reform
Young Israel of West Rogers
Park
2706 W. Touhy Ave.
Chicago, IL 60645
Orthodox
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SIMCHA & WEDDING EXPOS
2013-2014 ORT America Party
Planning Showcase
January 27, 2013
Lincolnshire Marriott
10:00 am to 3:30pm
Watch for upcoming information
on the ORT Showcase held in
January 2014. Exhibitors
representing all aspects of Party
Specialties. For more information
see ortchicago.org or contact
Barb Statland at 847-291-0475 or
bstatland@ortamerica.org
Bridal Expo Chicago/ Milwaukee
www.BridalExpoChicago.com
February 3, 2013, Renaissance
Hotel, Northbrook, 11:30am - 4pm
February 10, 2013, Hyatt Regency,
Schaumburg, 11:30am - 4pm
February 20, 2013, Drury Lane
Theater, Oak Brook, 6pm - 10pm
February 24, 2013, Hyatt Regency,
O’Hare, 11:30am - 4pm
April 7, 2013, Marriott Hotel,
Hoffman Estates, 11:30am - 4pm
April 21, 2013, DoubleTree Hotel,
Oak Brook, 11:30am - 4pm
May 15, 2013, Chevy Chase Country
Club, Wheeling, 6pm - 10pm
June 9, 2013, Hyatt Regency,
Schaumburg, 11:30a - 4pm
June 30, 2013, Marriott Hotel,
O’Hare, 11:30am - 4pm
July 14, 2013, DoubleTree Hotel,
Oak Brook, 11:30am - 4pm
September 8, 2013, Hyatt Regency,
Schaumburg, 11:30a - 4pm
September 11, 2013, Drury Lane
Theater, Oak Brook, 6pm - 10pm
Sept. 22, 2013, Renaissance Hotel
Northbrook, 11:30a - 4pm
October 20, 2013, Marriott
Hotel, O’Hare, 11:30am - 4pm
October 27, 2013, DoubleTree
Hotel, Oak Brook, 11:30am - 4pm
From Food to Flowers to Dresses
and DJs, from Rings and Registries
to Limos and Honeymoons, you’ll
find it all in one location at Bridal
Expo Chicago. See the bridal fashion show that everyone is talking
about! Order your 4 Free Tickets to

Chicago’s Hottest Bridal Show,
while supplies last, use code BM-12!
OTHER JEWISH EVENTS
Sunday, January 27, 2013
Bingo at Temple Chai,
Sunday, February 24, 2013
Purim Spiel and Carnival at
Temple Chai, 1670 Checker Rd.,
Long Grove, IL. 10am. Open to the
Public. For information or visit us
at www.templechai.org
Sunday, February 24, 2013
Purim Spiel and Carnival
10am - 12:30pm
North Shore Congregation Israel
1185 Sheridan Road, Glencoe
Games, Food, Fun! For info visit
www.nsci.org or call 847-835-0724.
Sunday, February 24, 2013
Purim Carnival at Beth Hillel
Congregation Bnai Emunah
9am-3pm For more information
contact Synagogue office 847-2561213 or web site www.bhcbe.org.
Sunday, February 24, 2013
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Purim Carnival at
Congregation Beth Shalom
3433 Walters Ave., Northbrook IL
For more information contact
Synagogue office at 847-498-4100
or www.bethshalomnb.org
March, 2013
Purim Carnival at Congregation
Beth Shalom-Naperville
For date and time contact
Synagogue office at 630-961-1818
or www.napershalom.org
Sunday, June 2, 2013
Sisterhood Mah Jongg
Tournament at Temple Chai
1670 Checker Rd., Long Grove, IL.
Open to the public. For information
or visit us at www.templechai.org
Friday, August 23, 2013
Shabbat B´que
5pm at North Shore Congregation
Israel, 1185 Sheridan Road,
Glencoe. Family Shabbat B´que followed by Kabbalat Shabbat
Service. Learn about the exciting
opportunities that await families
and individuals. For info visit
www.nsci.org, or call 847-835-0724.

August, 2013
Israeli Scouts Performance and
Free Community Dinner at
Congregation Beth ShalomNaperville–Community Open
House & Picnic (with Bounce
house!). For date and time contact
Synagogue office at 630-961-1818
or www.napershalom.org
Contact kibbutzkatan@napershalom.org if interested in ongoing
playgroups and activities for families with young children throughout the year.
LOX BOX SALES
Temple Chai´s Super Bowl Lox
Box: Sunday, February 3, 2013,
Order your lox box from Temple
Chai’s Sisterhood for the big game!
Orders taken by Jan 24th, 2013.
Includes: 6 Bagels, 1/2 cream
cheese,1/2 hand cut lox,1 tomato,1
onion, quart of OJ, slice of pound
cake or banana bread. Contact
Daphne Plotsky at
daphne.loxbox@comcast.net for
ordering information.
The Aviva Club of NA’AMAT USA
will hold its annual Lox Box on
Saturday, March 2, 2013. Each
Box contains 8 OZ. of Lox, 1/2
dozen bagels, juice, cream cheese,
cake, onion, tomato, goodies and
more for only $25! Deliver to north
and northwest suburbs. Orders
due early February 2012. Call
Vicky at 847-229-9298.
Congregation Beth Shalom
Men´s Club Lox Box 2012
Sunday March 3, 2013 - Orders
due by Feb. 24, 2013. Late orders
are not accepted. Delivery to
Chicagoland and Suburbs. Lox Box
serves 4-6 people. Includes Nova
Lox, Bagels, Cream Cheese, Tomato,
Orange Juice, Onion, Dessert. Cost
$30. For more information contact
Synagogue office at 847-498-4100
or www.bethshalomnb.org
The NA´AMAT USA Toladah Club
Kosher Lox Box is Sunday, April
28, 2013. The cost is $24 and
includes enough food to serve 4-6
people--8 ounces of lox, tomato,
onion, cucumber, 1/2 dozen
bagels, cream cheese, orange juice
and dessert. Contact Sue @ 773-

761-1954 or email Lockguy13
@aol.com to place an order.
Delivery is available to Chicago
and suburbs.
The BHCBE Sisterhood will hold
its annual Lox Box Pickup on
Sunday, April 21, 2013, 9-11:30
Am pickup. Orders are due early
April 2013 . For more Information
contact Synagogue Office at 847256-1213 or contact Joan Meyers
at 847-831-4810
PLAYGROUND PALS Mitzvah
Project of NA´AMAT USA The
Greater Chicago Council of
NA´AMAT USA makes it possible for
you to share your Mitzvah with
children in Israel. A monetary
donation to NA´AMAT USA and
directed to Playground Pals will
provide toys such as outdoor
games, sand toys, balls and bicycles to boys and girls attending
NA´AMAT day care centers
throughout Israel. To find out
more contact NA´AMAT USA
Greater Chicago Council at
847-675-7275 or office@
naamatchicago.org
NA’AMAT Project Backpack
Organized by the Greater Chicago
of NA´AMAT USA to benefit children who are silent victims of
domestic violence. The age and
gender appropriate backpacks provide them with something they
can call their very own during
these traumatic events. Contact
Lyn Garrick-Weil at 773-262-6986
or lyngarrickweil@yahoo.com.
TOV MTV - MONTHLY TEEN
VOLUNTEERING
What if a mitzvah project was really a lot of different, fascinating
projects – and you got to do them
with dozens of other Jewish teens?
The Jewish United Fund’s TOV MTV
program introduces you to a new
volunteer opportunity every
month. Earn volunteer hours for
school, make a difference in your
community. Interested? To find out
more, get in touch with Jen Lande,
Program Coordinator, JUF Teen
Volunteer Initiatives, at 312-3574928 or Jenlande@juf.org.

Party & Event Planning
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More and more families rely on party and
event planners to assist them in making the
right decisions, ordering goods and supplies,
hiring disc jockeys, bands, and other services.
Some party planners may offer to design and
make all of the decorations. They may charge
a flat fee for planning the affair and then
charge an hourly rate to coordinate the
event. Some offer an hourly rate for all
their services.

CURRENT TRENDS

party & event planning
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Photo Booths & Photo Favors...
Photo Favors, Photo Booths, Interactive Photo Entertainment and High
End Fusion Photo Experiences are great for people who love to "Capture
The Moment" and choose different backgrounds and give-aways. Posts
to facebook and shows what a great time your event was. A lasting
memory... for all. Cameras at each table- a great way to engage your
guests and have pictures to share. New for 2013: photo images from
photo shoots and booths can now be uploaded directly to your
Facebook account.

Check out Photo Specialty Vendors in our Directory.

Hebrew 101
Here are some commonly used terms that may
help you to better understand the event.
Our newest money saving feature is

ABSOLUTELY FREE!

It’s as easy as 1-2-3
Save money on your
Special Event with
Super Saver Coupons on
MilestonesMagazine.com
Scan this QR Code
for Free Coupons

• Alliyah - (plural, Alliyot) – Literally
means “going up”to the Bimah to say
the blessings over the Torah Scroll.
• Bimah - The raised platform or pulpit
in most Synagogues where the service
is conducted.
• Chuppah - Wedding canopy that signifies a home or shelter; literally means
"that which covers or floats" in
Hebrew.
• D’var Torah - An explanation of the
weekly Torah portion, or parasha.
• Haftarah - Readings from the biblical
books of the Prophets.
• Horah - Traditional circle dance. The
bride and groom, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah
and their families are lifted up on a
chair during the dancing.
• Kashrut - The Jewish dietary laws. If
prepared accordingly, food is certified
Kosher.
• Kiddushin - The betrothal ceremony the first part of the wedding ceremony.
• Klezmer - Traditional Yiddish celebratory music.
• Mazel Tov! - Congratulations!

• Mikvah - Ritual bath for brides, and
grooms too.
• Mitzvah - An obligation of Jewish life.
• Motzi - Blessing over the bread recited
before meals.
• Nisuin - Nuptial ceremony - the second part of the wedding ceremony.
• parasha - The Torah portion of the
week. Also sometimes referred to as
the sedra.
• Simcha - A joyous event. Often used
to refer to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony,
or other celebrations.
• Tallit - A prayer shawl.
• Shabbat - Jewish Sabbath, beginning
Friday at sundown and ending
Saturday at dusk.
• Sofer - A Hebrew scribe.
• Torah - The word Torah means “teachings.” Torah is also referred to as the
first five books of the Bible or the five
books of Moses. Sometimes Torah
means the whole Bible and everything
Jews believe in.
• Tzedakah - Charity. The mitzvah of
sacred giving.
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Top 10 Focus Points for Finding the
Perfect Photographer
by Jimmy Fishbein, Lakeshore Photography & Video (see ad, page 56)

While memories may fade and recollections can become cloudy, a beautiful picture will
always bring back the experience, feelings, and joy of life’s events. Nowadays people are
taking more pictures than ever before, but the truth is that without the perfect lighting
and a lot of luck, the average iPhone photo will never stand up to the work of a professional photographer’s, who has the advantage of high quality equipment in conjunction
with extensive education and training.
Here is a list of 10 helpful tips to ensure you find the best photographer there is to
memorialize your special milestone event. Use these guidelines to choose the person best
suited to help you create a cherished visual history of your special day.
1. Search for a specialist. When you begin to look for a Mitzvah or Wedding photographer through a search engine such as Google, notice if their name comes up within
the first page. If it did, they most likely have been shooting for a while because the
business name will show up in relation to their online traffic. But don’t stop there…
2. Check out REVIEWS. Research any reviews of this company on Yelp or Google!
Clients go out of their way to place a review for a reason, good or bad. Read them
through to learn more about that company.
3. Contact the company. If you emailed them, did they email back promptly or the
same day? If not, don’t expect them to do so in the future. If the company isn’t eager
and/or hungry enough to take on a new client, than they are not likely to be eager or
hungry enough to be there for you when you need them.
4. They should be easy to understand. If the company/person was “talking over
your head”or speaking in terms not easily understandable, they may not be the right
fit. The company should offer to meet with you to explain things thoroughly. They
should also have a pricing packet that is organized and easy to understand as well.
5. Meet with the company. Try to go to their studio regardless of where they are
located. If you live in the city and they are in the suburbs, or vice versa, take the time
to see their space to get a feel for them. This is not going to be like going into an office
building; photography is an art form and the company should have a legitimate studio.
Once there, ask yourself if you feel comfortable in their space. However, if it simply is
not feasible for you to go to them, ask if they will come to you. They should have no
problem with that; if they do, that’s a red flag.
(Continued on page 56)

photography & videography

Photography and more recently videography
is used to capture the joy, the charm, and
the magic of the event. Whether a portrait
artist, photojournalist, mood recorder or
storyteller, your professional photographer
and videographer should understand you
and what you want to capture and remember
of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
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Finding the Perfect Photographer
(Cont. from pg. 55)
6. Make sure you see a pricing packet. You really shouldn’t have to ask, they should
have a packet all ready for you. Is the information inside the packet organized? Is there
anything in the packet that seems confusing? If so, it’s confusing for a reason and you
should have the company explain it thoroughly. Is the pricing clear? Don’t let someone
be sneaky with you; if you feel a weird vibe- most likely something is not right. Don’t be
afraid to ask what the bottom line is!
7. Ask to see examples of other mitzvah/wedding web galleries. They should be
able to get you examples immediately or send you a link online to simply click on without any hassle. Photo studios will have several for you to view right away. Most importantly, look at the images…does it look like they caught specific moments where you
can see emotion in people? This is why a professional photographer is needed- to capture these “moments.”
8. Ask to see examples of albums. Even if you don’t want an album you should look at
the quality of the final product. Make the company show you everything they have,
another good reason an in-person meeting is so important.
9. Did you trust one company over another? Think about trust and sincerity over
money for a minute. Unless there’s a huge price difference you should go with the company who you feel most comfortable with. If it’s a matter of a couple hundred dollars you
should go with your instinct. If the person you liked best is out of your price range, then
continue to search until you find someone who is a fit personality-wise and price-wise.
10. Specify that the person you met with will be the actual photographer at
your event. This is by far the most important thing to look out for. Did the owner or a
great salesperson meet with you and make it seem like they were the photographer that
was going to show up to your event? Make sure you ask or get it in writing; you want the
best and you deserve the best–make sure you get the best!
This is your special day and it is imperative you make sure the photographer you select will
take it as seriously as you do. After all, these are images that will be cherished and enjoyed
for generations to come. So trust your instinct, enjoy the process, and most importantlyMazel Tov!

Chicagoland Edition
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Let’s Get
Organized!
Regardless of the size of
your celebration, you must
get properly organized.
Build yourself a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah or Wedding
organizer using a large
(two inch or larger) three-ring
binder and use it as follows:
• Place this magazine in the front pocket
for easy reference.
• Insert section dividers for major areas such as
Reception, Invitations, Hotels, Transportation,
Guest List, Decorations, Photography and
Videography, Entertainment, etc. Keep all your
worksheets, brochures, call records, quotations,
bills and receipts together for easy reference.
• Use a master budget form (copy the one on
page 24) to track over all expenses.
• Use punched envelopes to hold receipts.
• Ask the facility for a floor or table layout,
keep handy for reference
• On the front of each section, list everything you
want or need. Check them off when they have
been finalized.
• Make a section for the synagogue that has your
list of honors and alliyot, communication from
the synagogue, copies of prayers to recite, gifts or
donations to the synagogue, etc.
• Leave a section for candle lighting poems or
thoughts, notes for speeches, favorite music,
sketches or examples of decorations, ideas for a
sign-in-book, and other personal notes.
• Collect invitations you receive to help with
wording.
• Anything else that makes your life easier.

Believe it or not, these pages
make a great memento or
scrapbook of the occasion.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Timetable
Start Planning Early!
2 Years Before the Event
• Obtain date from Temple/Synagogue.
• Set your budget.
• Decide on the type of event you want
(day, evening, formal etc.).
• Estimate number of guests
and book reception hall or caterer.
• Book the photographer/videographer.

1 1/2 Years Before the Event
• Book the DJ/band.
• Decide on your party theme and color scheme.

6-12 Months Before the Event
•
•
•
•

Your child will start formal lessons/training
Talk to florists about prices and floral designs.
Decide on centerpieces/balloon designs.
Start looking at invitation designs and prices.

6-8 Months Before the Event
• Book a hotel block for out-of-town guests.
• Start clothes shopping.
• Send out “Save the Date”reminders

3-6 Months Before the Event
•
•
•
•

Order or design your sign-in board and guest book.
Order favors.
Order yarmulkes.
Order your invitations.

3 Months Before the Event
• Finalize guest list.
• Make a hotel packet for out-of-towners.
• Try to make your final selections on
clothing and accessories.
• Buy stamps.
• Have completely assembled invitations
weighed to ensure correct postage.
• Find a calligrapher.

ied?
Getting marr36...
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6-8 Weeks Before the Event
• Mail the invitations.
• Make up a song list for the DJ/band.
• Make appointments with florists/balloonist
and place your order.

1 Month before the Event
• Make hair stylist and manicure appointments.
• Have final fittings done for clothing.
• Arrange catering for brunch.

2-3 Weeks before the Event
• Choose people for Alliyot and honors.
• Choose the people to be honored for the
candle lighting ceremony and write poems.
• Meet with the DJ/band and make sure they know
the candle lighting songs.
• Do guest seating arrangements and
send to the reception hall.
• Order the food for Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat.
• Make sure the arrangements are complete with
centerpieces, balloons, sign-in board, etc.
• Write prayers or speeches.
• Send final instructions to photographer/videographer.
• Pay all Synagogue fees.

1 Week before the Event
• Take formal pictures and pictures on Bimah.
• Meet with the caterer to finalize guest count.
• Make arrangements to get your guests
from the airport to the hotel.
• Confirm your brunch arrangements.

Mitzvah Project Ideas
See Page 50, for more Mitzvah Project Resources
Many Synagogues encourage or require students to
participate in or initiate a mitzvah project in order to
contribute to the community and to help the less
fortunate, as part of becoming a Jewish adult. The
following are some ideas for possible projects; check with
your school administrator or rabbi before you begin.
Visit and assist at a local homeless shelter.
•
•
Serve meals at a senior center.
Collect coats and hats for the needy and donate to
•
a shelter.
•
Collect food for a local food pantry, or conduct a
drive for your Synagogue’s food pantry collection.
You could coordinate this with Passover, as families
clean the non-Kosher food out of their pantries.
•
Assist at a local animal shelter, or conduct a drive
to place homeless pets.

•

•

•

•
•

Help organize a rides program for elderly and disabled members of your
Synagogue to ensure that they can participate
in services.
Become trained as a respite care provider to
babysit children with disabilities. Donate some of
your time to give relief to parents of these children,
who rarely get a break.
Organize a clean-up of a local park or volunteer
to help with a stream reclamation project. Call
your County Department of Natural Resources or
Parks and Recreation Department.
Offer to help build and decorate Sukkot for people
who are unable, or offer to help with the Sukkot at
the JCC or a Jewish nursing home.
Collect books and magazines for hospitals and
nursing homes, or for people in need.

Chicagoland Edition

• Tables and chairs for a simcha or morning-after brunch.
Don’t crowd your existing rooms, expand into adjacent areas with extra seating.
• Portable beds for overnight guests (real folding beds that are off the floor!)
• Coordinate linen colors with your decor or theme. Table linens and chair covers add a
striking and elegant appearance to any event. Many dramatic fabrics are available that
transform ordinary surroundings into extraordinary and memorable occasions.
• Table and outdoor lighting, including area lighting and softer light strings.
• Coat racks, easels, lecterns.
• Serving pieces, punch and coffee service. These are indispensible and well worth the
cost. Avoid cheap, disposable trays and opt for professional equipment that performs
better, doesn’t ruin food, and looks classier.
• Tents, including heat, and a chuppah.
• Dishes, flatware, and glassware. White paper plates are fine for a backyard barbeque,
but use the good stuff for a real simcha.
• Cooking equipment.
• Popcorn, cotton candy and snowcone machines. Entertain the kids and adults
for a memorable fun event. Some vendors rent sand art, pucker powder,
and frozen drink machines. Consider a chocolate fountain with fruit and treats to dip!
• Inflatable activities such as moon bounces, gladiator joust and sports cages, or virtual
reality and arcade games all add fun for everyone, whether during a Bar Mitzvah,
a Sunday afternoon-after party or a backyard bachelor party.

Photo by: Romy Modlin Photography

Words of Wisdom From Parents
Who Have “Been There”
• Taste the food first before signing
a contract with the caterer.
• Take the time to prepare lists for the
DJ/band, photographer/videographer,
and caterer (i.e. Alliyot honorees,
which guests to photograph, candle
lighting sayings, agenda etc.)
• Include in your contract the DJ/bands
and photographer’s arrival time
for the reception. You could have a big
problem if these key people are late.
• Design a travel packet for your out-oftown guests with directions, rental car
information, sights to see, etc.
• Consider not serving liquor.
Children may try to sneak it,
guests will be driving home,
and it can be expensive.
• Be prepared for “no shows,” it
always happens.
• The dance floor size is very important.
People need lots of room to dance the
“Horah”and other popular favorites.
• Have a family discussion about the
type of party you will have. Choose
the kind of affair that suits your
budget and taste and not others’.

• Don’t forget to book a block of rooms
for out-of-town guests. The worst
thing would be unavailability of
rooms on your weekend due to a holiday or big conference/wedding
planned for the same time.
• You could arrange to have welcome
baskets delivered to the hotel rooms
of your out-of-town guests.
• Slouch socks are nice to offer to the
girls, they like to kick off their shoes
and dance comfortably.
• Be sure to check accessibility of hotel
or reception choice for your disabled
or elderly guests.
• Start checking the post office for
stamps that could match envelopes
for color or theme.
• Order extra invitations for welcome
board, memory books, and framing.
• Order Thank You notes at the same
time you order invitations.
• Place toiletries in restroom of the
reception hall for your guests to use
(Please check with the facility
owner/manager before you do this).

rental supplies & linens

Rent equipment, furniture, and linens
to make your life easier during your
event and at home.
Consider the following:
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Limousines are traditionally used to transport the
wedding couple in style to and from synagogue
and reception hall. Vans, limousines, shuttle buses,
and other transportation services may be used to
transport out-of-town guests to and from the
airport and reception hall. Families also use these
services to transport the Bar/Bat Mitzvah child and
friends to and from the reception hall. Limousines
and Bus Services also help reduce carbon
emissions and stay eco-friendly by reducing the
number of guest who drive separately.

All Aboard! Limousine & Bus Options

Simcha Tip!

Think of the last time your youngster was invited to a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah without his/ her parents. Fun for the kids, a shlep for the parents. To Synagogue in the morning. Pick them up at 1:00 PM, take
them to a hall or restaurant. Pick them up at 6:00 PM or even later. You
can save other parents the miles and keep the Bar/Bat Mitzvah together with friends by hiring a bus, mini-bus, or limo to ferry the gang
from the synagogue to reception and back to the synagogue for pickup. Everyone’s safe, and there are no late arrivals!
Another great idea is to hire a chaperone to accompany the kids, and perhaps stay for the rest of the party to
help out (see pages 60). It can be
a great help and a tremendous
stress saver!

Butterfields Pancake House &
Restaurant
4195 Dundee Rd., Northbrook, IL
847-205-2588
www.butterfieldsrestaurant.com
Butterfields Restaurant...where breakfast is an
all day affair! Breakfast/lunch specialties and
catering available. Come and pick up a copy of
B´nai Mitzvah and Jewish Wedding Magazine!
Dorflers Meat Market &
Catering by Dorfler´s
1181 McHenry Rd., Buffalo Grove, IL
847-459-3060 • www.dorflersmeats.com
Serving the Community with quality meats and
catering since 1978. Catering for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
Weddings, Holidays, Corporate Events and more.
Now offering in-home catering. Set-up/cook/clean
up...while you enjoy your guests!
Go Roma Real Easy Italian
3061 Dundee Rd., Northbrook IL
847-480-2000
900 Milwaukee #E Lincolnshire, IL
847-276-3663
20530 N. Rand Rd. Deer Park, IL
847-550-1600
848 N. State Chicago IL
312-252-9946
www.goroma.net
Go Roma provides Authentic Italian Cuisine
prepared fresh, using high quality ingredients.
Our catering items include specialty pasta's,
Flat bread pizza's and a variety of gourmet
soups, salads and sandwiches. Let us cater
your special event, delivering Homemade
Italian food for fine dining tastes.

Hub's Restaurant
3727 W. Dempster, Skokie, IL
847-677-7695
www.hubsrestaurant.com
Hubs-just a family business where quality counts
since 1976. Serving the Community and providing
catering for all off your special occasions.
Kaufman´s Bagel & Delicatessen
4905 W. Dempster, Skokie, IL
847-677-6190 • www.kaufmansdeli.com
With recipes passed down through generations,
Kaufman´s keeps those Old World recipes alive and
well both on the deli counter and in the freezer.
Only at Kaufman’s will you find 4 different cuts of
corned beef, 5 agings of salamis and a mere 6 different types of lox & smoked salmons. We put the
´Deli´ in Delicious! Shipping anywhere, anytime!
Max & Benny’s Restaurant, Deli,
Bakery & Catering
461 Waukegan Rd. , Northbrook, IL
847-272-9490
www.MaxandBennys.com
With over 25 years of providing high quality foods,
Max & Benny's is the perfect choice for your next
social or office gathering, whether it's at
our Place... or yours.
Once Upon a Bagel
1888 1st St., Highland Park IL
847-433-1411 •
www.onceuponabagel.com
The affordable catering choice for any event! Let
our party planners set the scene for your next
special event.

Original Bagel & Bialy Bakery,
Deli & Restaurant
105 McHenry (Grove Shopping Center)
Buffalo Grove , IL
847-808-0100
www.originalbagelandbialy.com
Let us prepare your ´Simcha Trays´. Meat, fish, mini
sandwiches, dinners and bagel trays, Homemade
soups, salads, bagels, corned beef and baked goods
made fresh each day. Celebrating our 6th anniversary.
Poochie´s Catering and Events
3832 Dempster St. Skokie , IL
847-673-0100
Treat your guests to a Chicagoland classic,
Poochie's! Kosher Style, Vienna Hot Dogs, Burgers,
Fresh Cut French Fries, Grilled Salami Appetizers
and more. Available for pre-post Mitzvah
celebrations, weddings, bachelor/bachelorette
parties, showers and more. Always prepared
fresh and on-site.
Shalom Kosher Bakery
1165 N. Arlington Heights Rd.,
Buffalo Grove, IL • 847-808-9300
We offer an assortment challahs and baked goods.
Orders taken for Mitzvahs, weddings and holidays.
Temple Chai- Banquet & Social Halls
1670 Checker Rd. , Long Grove IL
847-537-1771 • www.templechai.org
Temple Chai offers two beautiful Social/Banquet
Halls. Think of us for Shabbat Dinners, B´nei
Mitzvahs, Weddings, Baby Namings,Luncheons &
Dinners. For information contact Deborah at:
dgreenswag@templechai.org
Background Photo by: Jody Garland Design & Photography
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Honeymoon Planning Basics

1. Start out by doing your homework.
Decide on a location, or a region,
review tapes and travel books from
the library or your travel agent. Ask
friends or relative who have traveled;
a personal recommendation is worth
more than a brochure.
2. Work with a trusted and knowledgeable travel agent. Look for an agency
that is a member in good standing
with The American Society of Travel
Agents (ASTA). Again, agents who
have visited a particular location are
providing a valuable service. Ask lots
of questions and shop around. Decide
a budget and know what is affordable. Don’t forget anything, such as
medical issues or kosher meals.
3. The Caribbean is very popular, as well
as the western ski areas, Hawaii,
Mexico, and Europe.

4. All-inclusives are just that:
everything (that we list here) is
included: one fee covers room,
meals, drinks (exact rules vary
by resort), tips, activities, entertainment, sports, etc. Many
packages include airfare and
transfers to and from the resort
(ask!). Realistically, you still
need some money for tours,
gambling, souvenirs, some
water sports...All-inclusive
resorts cover the globe.
5. Couples-only all-inclusives
offer an all-adult atmosphere with
more adult activities, including
nightlife. look for names such as
Couples (Jamaica), Sandals and
SuperClubs.
6. Cruises are similarly all-inclusive, but
typically do not include drinks and
tips. Entertainment is often first rate,
including Las Vegas-type shows, you
get to visit several countries in one
week, and the ocean breeze is
irresistible. Again, bring money (or
start an onboard credit account, tied
to your credit card) for excursions,
massages, casino, portrait photos
and shopping.
7. Destination weddings: Plan the wedding like a vacation. Decide what
location you want, research it, ask
about wedding packages. One couple
eloped to marry in Saint Lucia, then

had a reception when they returned
to Maryland. A Washington, DC
couple, now in San Diego, had 26
relatives and friends meet them in
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, for
a beach-front ceremony. Everyone
had a 3-night vacation, and the
newlyweds flew to Hawaii for a
honeymoon.
8 . Get Insurance and pay by Credit Card.
Stuff happens, such as illness,
weather, world events, and dishonest
companies. Protect yourself.
9. Plan to get a passport. This is
currently required for much interna-

tional travel, and new regulations
will require one for all US citizens
traveling to the Caribbean beginning
December 31, 2006. A passport is a
legal document that proves US
citizenship; it gets stamped
everywhere you go, so its like a mini
travel log. It costs least to apply at
your local Post Office, but you might
wait five and up to eight weeks by
mail. Look on the U.S. State
Department's Bureau of Consular
Affairs home page under passport
information.

Marriage
License Requirements
Chicago, IL
• Both the bride and groom must appear in person at the time of applying.
Nonresidents cannot obtain a marriage license if said marriage would be void in
their state. Must provide one of the following (all must be Valid): U.S. Driver's
License, U.S. state identification card, U.S. passport, U.S. military identification card,
or Illinois Department of Public Aid card (the I.D. and the medical card). If divorced,
they must provide final divorce papers signed by the judge. (If you do not have one
of the above, you will need 2 other forms of Identification, call your local marriage
license office for more information.
• Waiting period is 1 day. License is valid for 60 days from the date it was issued. A
license issued in Cook County CANNOT be used in any other county or state.
• Fees: Cash Only! Varies depending on County. $15 - $30. No Blood test is required.
• Please Note: State and county marriage license requirements often change. The
above information is for guidance only and should not be regarded as legal advice.

Out-Of-Towners Guide
If you expect guests from
out-of-town to share the Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s
or wedding couple’s special moments,
consider the following:
Hotels
Reserve early! Even if no holiday is apparent on your date, hotels fill up because of
conventions, retreats, etc.
Hotel rooms are usually reserved in blocks.
Some charge fees to reserve. This can be
especially helpful if you have a number of
guests arriving during a period when
hotels are busy.
Consider reserving rooms at two or more
hotels for convenience and different price
levels.
A small “welcome package”from the host
family is a nice touch to make out-of-town
guests feel at home. Hotels can arrange
these for a fee, or you can package them
inexpensively and the hotel will usually
distribute them for free. Contents can
include snacks, kosher foods, home baked

goods, toys and cards for children, soda,
fruits, mementos, etc. Flowers for the
room are also a nice touch.
A shuttle service is a convenient way to
transport guests unfamiliar with local
roads to the synagogue or simcha site,
especially for an evening event. Check with
hotels for airport shuttles. You could
arrange ride–sharing for guests renting
cars and staying at the same hotel and/or
arriving at the same time. Also check into
transportation companies who offer packages or hourly rates. See limousine tips on
our web site.
Invitations
Send a “save the date”postcard to out-oftowners 6-10 months in advance to assure
that other plans won’t conflict with your
special day. See a sample of a “Save The
Date Poem”on our web site.
Include a map and directions for all activities during the day or weekend. Directions
should cover from the hotel(s) to the syna-

gogue, and, if applicable, to the function
hall. Try photocopying a local map to
locate the synagogue with location circled.
Mapquest.com and Travelocity.com are
helpful web sites.
Family Activities
Additional activities add another dimension to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah or wedding
experience and allow opportunities to
enjoy relatives and friends that you may
not see frequently.
Consider the following: If your child is
becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday Morning, invite guests to the synagogue on Friday night to enjoy the service
and Oneg Shabbat. This also applies to the
Ufruf before the wedding.
Family portraits can be arranged at home,
at the reception site, or synagogue.
A “morning after”brunch is a delightful
way to wrap up the simcha and allow
families and friends to be together one
more time.

Miscellaneous
You may wish to schedule appointments
for manicures, hair, and make-up appointments for your guests who will not be
familiar with the area.
Consider a web site for the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah or the wedding couple that
includes weekend and hotel information,
online RSVP, printable driving instructions,
explanations for non-Jewish guests, and
much more. Photos can be posted here
after the event, as well as thanks, thoughts
and reflections, and personal messages.
An agenda of weekend activities sent with
the invitations will help guests schedule
flights or travel plans, help them plan
what to pack, and add to the excitement of
traveling.
If guests may have some extra time to get
out and explore, include brochures or contact information for popular sightseeing
destinations in the invitation or a subsequent mailing.
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Bella Via Ristorante & Banquets
1899 Second St.
Highland Park, IL
847-681-8300
www.BellaViaHighlandPark.com
(see our display ad, page 2)
Host your next event at Bella Via. We will provide superior service for your Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
Weddings, Rehearsal Dinners, Wedding
Showers and more. A popular regional Italian
Restaurant located in Highland Park. Our elegant banquet room seats up to 100 and
accommodates up to 150 for cocktails.
Central Standard - Opening Early 2013
169 W. Kinzie (Kinzie + Wells)
Chicago, IL
847-510-2500
www.centralstandardchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 13)
Allow your taste buds to travel through timeCentral Standard Time. From Minneapolis
poutine to old-fashioned New Orleans
Sazeracs, this high-end gastropub is the
perfect spot for lunch, dinner, or after work
cocktails. Located in River North just across
from the Merchandise Mart, Central Standard
features an intimate setting with reclaimed
wood finishes, plush leather booths and a
private event space on the mezzanine level,
complete with an exclusive side entrance.
Chicago Marriott Suites Deerfield
2 Parkway North
Deerfield, IL
847-405-9666
www.marriottsuitesdeerfield.com
(see our display ad, page 19)
When celebrating your next Simcha, the
Marriott Suites Deerfield hotel offers a
convenient location and spacious all-suite
accommodations. Set on Chicago’s North
Shore just off the Tri-State Tollway (I-294),
close to Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport,
we offer your friends and family over-sized
two room suites. Our largest ballroom can seat
up to 100 guests for your social gathering.
Cubby Bear North
21661 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Lincolnshire, IL
847-541-4700
www.cubbynorth.com
(see our display ad, Inside Front Cover)
Cubby Bear North’s multi-purpose venue can
play perfect host for any function, from holiday parties, corporate gatherings/meetings,
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, rehearsal dinners, sports
parties and live entertainment to fundraisers
for charitable foundations. We would love to
host your next private party, from an intimate
gathering for 20 to that large bash for 1,500.
Please check out our website for all of our
catering menus.
Doubletree by Hilton Arlington Heights
75 W. Algonquin Rd.
Arlington Heights, IL
847-364-7600
www.DoubleTreeAH.com
(see our display ad, page 12)
At the Doubletree, we can accommodate your
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, wedding reception, and
your wedding ceremony. You have a choice
between our beautiful, contemporary

ballroom with ability to accommodate groups
up to 350 or our outdoor terrace which will
accommodate groups up to 200. The
Doubletree also offers discounted overnight
room rates for your out-of-town guests.
Doubletree by Hilton
Libertyville-Mundelein
510 East Rte. 83
Mundelein, IL
847-949-5100
www.DoubleTreeLM.com
(see our display ad, page 12)
Experience the traditional elegance of
Chicago’s North Shore, perfectly blended with
the 5-star styling and service of a downtown
hotel. Be a guest at your own event and make
your “Simchas”unforgettable! With attention
to detail, we turn your dream into reality,
assuring every detail is perfect and the cuisine
impeccable.
Elite Scheduling Services, Inc.
24600 Whispering Wheat Lane
Cary, IL
847-513-2075
(see our display ad, page 54)
Providing Professional Chaperone & Security
for B´nai Mitzvahs, Weddings & Private
Events. Security provided by Accord Protective
Services Inc.
Eddie Merlot's Prime-Aged Steak and
Seafood Restaurant
185 N. Milwaukee Ave., Suite 100
Lincolnshire , IL
847-276-2000
www.eddiemerlots.com
(see our display ad, page 9)
Eddie Merlots–The new place in town for
your special event! With it's unique,
sophisticated, local flair, we will bring your
special event to life. Our exceptional
prime-aged steaks and customized menus,
will delight and dazzle your guests. Our team
of professionals and elegant event space will
exceed your highest expectations, for a flawless event. Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, weddings,
rehearsal dinners, family gatherings, corporate, holiday parties and more!
Evanston Golf Club
4401 Dempster Street
Skokie , IL
847-676-0300
www.evanstongolfclub.org
(see our display ad, page 14)
Evanston Golf Club, a historic North Shore
Venue. Accommodates up to 350 people.
Offering attentive service, inspired cuisine and
elegant surroundings, for your milestone
celebration!
The Field Museum
1400 S. Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL
312-665-7600
www.fieldmuseum.org/visit/events
(see our display ad, page 14)
The Field Museum's grand staircase and
vaulted ceilings make this an original setting
to make your own. A perfect location for a
perfect day!
The Grillroom Chophouse & Wine Bar
33 West Monroe
Chicago , IL
312-960-0000
www.grillroom-chicago.com

(see our display ad, page 13)
A true Chicago chophouse and wine bar
featuring prime steaks and the freshest
seafood. Experience an authentic Windy City
steakhouse right in the heart of the Loop.
Beautiful wood finishes, tall leather booths
and mood lighting create the perfect setting
for business lunches, intimate dinners or
lounging with cocktails. Impeccable service,
the highest quality cuisine and an inviting
atmosphere have proven to be a recipe for
success at The Grillroom.
Hampton Inn & Suites Chicago North
1400 Milwaukee Ave.
Lincolnshire, IL
847-478-1400
www.hamptoninnsuiteslincolnshire.com
(see our display ad, page 19)
The Hampton Inn & Suites Chicago/
Lincolnshire is the premier hotel choice in the
Lincolnshire area with a great, convenient
location at an excellent value. We offer
discounted group rates for special events such
as Bat/Bar Mitzvahs and weddings. Guests
staying with us will enjoy our quiet location
while having thirteen restaurants, several
stores, a movie theater with IMAX and two
live music entertainment venues right at our
doorstep. We Love Having You Here. For group
blocks and rates contact Tracey Bush at 847415-5159 or tbush@fhginc.com.
Hampton Inn & Suites
Chicago North Shore
5201 Old Orchard Rd.
Skokie, IL
847-583-1111 or 1-800-HAMPTON
www.northshoresuites.hamptoninn.com
(see our display ad, page 17)
Just minutes from the Windy City, treat your
out of town guests to North Shore's freshest
hotel. Newly remodeled in 2010, the
Hampton Inn & Suites has maintained its #1
ranking on TripAdvisor's Popularity Index for
Skokie hotels. Experience a new definition of
hospitality; choose the Hampton Inn & Suites
for your future family event. Stop by today &
ask about our discounts for wedding and/or
Bar/Bat Mitzvah group rooms. With all the
added amenities included, we guarantee to
provide the best value in the North Shore.
Hard Rock Cafe Chicago
63 W. Ontario
Chicago, IL
312-943-2252 or 312-943-5572
www.hardrock.com/chicago
(see our display ad, page 5)
Hard Rock Cafe hosts special events up to 700
guests amidst authentic rock n’roll memorabilia and state-of-the-art A/V equipment.
Banquet packages available.
Harry Caray's Italian Steakhouse
Three locations:
33 West Kinzie, Chicago, IL
312-828-0966
10233 W. Higgins Rd., Rosemont, IL
847-699-1200
70 Yorktown Center, Lombard, IL
630-953-3400
www.harrycarays.com
(see our display ad, page 15)
The ideal mitzvah venue for any baseball
lover. Featuring large scale photographs by
Cubs photographer Steve Green and a collection of antique photographs and newspapers

chronicling the history of Chicago baseball.
We can also help you book major sports
celebrities to participate in your celebration.
Harry Caray's Tavern, Navy Pier
700 East Grand Ave.
Chicago, IL
312-527-9700
www.harrycaraystavern.com
(see our display ad, page 15)
The ideal mitzvah venue for any sports enthusiast. The Chicago Sports Museum inside the
restaurant features unique sports memorabilia
celebrating Chicago's legends past and present.. We can also help you book major sports
celebrities to participate in your celebration.
Highland Park Country Club
1201 Park Ave. West
Highland Park, IL
847-433-4000 or 847-432-8048
www.highlandparkcc.com
(see our display ad, page 20)
Highland Park Country Club has the perfect
ballroom for any Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Jewish
Wedding. The club features 3 private rooms
that open into one and can accommodate
many set-up options.
Hilton Orrington/Evanston
1710 Orrington Ave.
Evanston, IL
847-866-8700 or 1-888-677-4648
www.hotelorrington.com
orringtonevanston.hilton.com
(see our display ad, page 7)
Chicago's North Shore Hilton Orrington/
Evanston has been the premier location for
memorable Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, wedding receptions, bridal showers and rehearsal dinners.
Our Grand Ballroom is the perfect place to celebrate any special event. We have the perfect
space for any size celebration you are planning.
Hyatt Deerfield
1750 Lake Cook Road
Deerfield, IL
847-945-3400
deerfield.hyatt.com
(see our display ad, page 20)
The Hyatt Deerfield offers two individual
ballrooms, each with its own personality and
feel. Let our catering professionals create the
perfect celebration for you and your guests.
JCC's Perlstein Resort
& Conference Center
Lake Delton, WI
847-763-3603
www.gojcc.org/prcc
(see our display ad, page 19)
Relaxing atmosphere, ideal for your special
event. Spend more than just a few hours with
your family and friends. Contact us for details.
Lakeview Banquet Rooms
2400 Chestnut Ave.
Glenview, IL
847-965-4094
www.GlenviewParks.org
(see our display ad, page 29)
Make Lakeview Banquet Rooms at Park Center
the celebration destination for Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, Weddings and Special Events. You
pick the date, we'll take care of the details!
Ask about adding Splash Landings Aquatics
Complex or one of our four gym facilities to
your banquet reservations for a truly
memorable occasion.
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Libertyville Sports Complex
1950 N. Hwy. 45, Cnr. Peterson Rd.
Libertyville, IL
847-367-3006 or 847-362-1502
www.LibertyvilleSportsComplex.com
(see our display ad, page 18)
With over 160,000 square feet of indoor
space, we can accommodate any size Mitzvah
celebration or Special Event. We’ve got the
floor space to help you create any event, and
also include indoor soccer, basketball, Giant
Inflatables, Climbing Mountain and our
Conference Rooms into the entertainment
package. Host the most spectacular and
imaginative Mitzvah ever!!
Maggiano's Little Italy
5 Locations:
1901 E. Woodfield Rd., Schaumburg, IL
847-240-1600
516 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL
312-644-4284
4999 Old Orchard Center, Skokie, IL
847-933-9572
240 Oakbrook Center, Oakbrook, IL
630-368-0314
1847 Freedom Dr., Naperville, IL
630-536-2280
www.maggianos.com/banquets
(see our display ad, page 4)
Maggiano's specialty is private parties such as
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Jewish Weddings. Five
beautiful Chicagoland locations to serve you.
Manny's Cafeteria and Delicatessen
1141 S. Jefferson
Chicago, IL
312-939-2855
www.mannysdeli.com
(see our display ad, page28 )
Treat your guests to a Classic Chicago Tradition
since 1942- Manny’s Cafeteria and
Delicatessen. Deli, sandwich and dairy trays.
Host parties up to 250 guests. Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, rehearsal dinners, retirement, wedding showers or to welcome/send off out of
town guests. So many catering options
available–Chicagoland and Suburbs.
Mickey Finn’s Brewery
412 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Libertyville, IL
847-362-6688
www.mickeyfinnsbrewery.com
(see our display ad, page 16)
The Amber Room, Mickey Finn's upper level,
can accommodate seated groups of up to 150
people and up to 200 people reception style.
The Amber Room has an upscale-casual,
friendly atmosphere that can be dressed-up
for more formal occasions such as Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, weddings and rehearsal dinners.
Midtown Kitchen & Bar
203 N. Lasalle St.
Chicago, IL
312-379-5086
www.midtownbarchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 13)
Business professional meets social scene in
this Chicago Loop kitchen and bar. Step out of
the downtown bustle and into this unique
bi-level restaurant and lounge. Warm
mahogany, plush booths and oversized light
fixtures create a one-of-a- kind atmosphere,
perfect for power lunches, happy hours or
pre- and post-theatre dining. The contemporary menu features a variety of mouth-
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watering burgers and sandwiches, as well as
sophisticated entrees.
Morton's The Steakhouse Northbrook
699 Skokie Blvd.
Northbrook, IL
847-205-5111
www.mortons.com/northbrook
(see our display ad, page 19)
We offer beautifully appointed private dining
rooms to accommodate all special occasionsweddings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, welcoming your
out-of-town guests, anniversaries, birthdays
and more.
North Shore Center for the Performing
Arts in Skokie
9501 Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL
847-679-9501
Box Office -847-673-6300
www.northshorecenter.org
(see our display ad, page 10)
For the important milestones in your life, the
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in
Skokie's unique creative spaces mixed with
the most up-to-date technology, superb
catering options and helpful staff provide the
ideal blend of comfort and elegance for your
special event.
North Suburban YMCA
2705 Techny Rd.
Northbrook, IL
847-272-7250
www.nsymca.org
(see our display ad, page 16)
The NSYMCA offers a unique celebration for
your guests. Parties can accommodate special
requests including rental of the indoor pool,
gymnasium, or x-zone. Visit nsymca.org.
One North Kitchen & Bar
1 N. Wacker Dr.
Chicago, IL
312-750-9700
www.onenorthchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 13)
Business professional meets social scene in
this Chicago Loop kitchen and bar. Step out of
the downtown bustle and into this unique
bi-level restaurant and lounge. Warm
mahogany, plush booths and oversized light
fixtures create a one-of-a- kind atmosphere,
perfect for power lunches, happy hours or
pre- and post-theatre dining. The contemporary menu features a variety of mouth-watering burgers and sandwiches, as well as
sophisticated entrees.
Park Grill at Millennium Park
11 N. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL
312-521-7275 or 312-512-7282
www.parkgrillchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 20)
Let Park Grill host your next event in the heart
of Chicago's Millennium Park. Nestled under,
"The Bean" we have unique accommodations
for groups as intimate as 10 or as large as 800.
Park Tavern Chicago
1645 W. Jackson
Chicago, IL
312-243-4276
www.parktavernchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 13)
Park Tavern offers a contemporary spin on the
gastropub experience, serving craft beer and

authentic food in a casual, urban lodge
setting. A beer garden, over two dozen TVs,
private event rooms and a sprawling bar make
this 10,000 square foot space the
perfect destination for your next gathering.
Located just a few blocks from the United
Center, Park Tavern offers a complimentary
shuttle service to escort you to the arena.
Park Tavern Rosemont
MB Financial Park at Rosemont
5433 Park Place
Rosemont, IL
847-349-5151
www.parktavernrosemont.com
(see our display ad, page 13
Craft beer and authentic food raise the bar at
the brand new MB Financial Park at
Rosemont. A contemporary spin on the
gastropub experience, Park Tavern has already
established itself as Rosemont’s go-to destination for casual and creative tavern fare. Pour
yourself a drink from the comfort of your own
table using our unique table tap system, or in
warmer months, enjoy a signature cocktail
from our second floor Sky Bar lounge.
Parties & Special Events
by Lettuce Entertain You
21 E. Hubbard St.
Chicago, IL
312-527-9222 x104
www.lettuceparties.com
(see our display ad, page 3)
Let our team of event professionals guide you
through every phase of the planning process
including venue selection, budgets, menus,
floral, entertainment & more for all your Bar
and Bat Mitzvah-related events. We pride
ourselves in providing responsive, creative and
flexible service.
Party Fantasy
342 Townline Road
Mundelein, IL
847-837-0010
www.partyfantasy.net
(see our display ad, page 21)
35,000 square feet of fun for all ages! Perfect
for large events: mitzvahs, fundraisers, corporate events, and much more! We have space to
accommodate hundreds of people, catering
from Garden Fresh Market, and the ability to
customize your event! Open Play is also available: Go Karts, Rock Climbing, Huge Inflatables,
Arcade, Dance Floor, and the Fantasy Cafe!
Pensiero Ristorante
1566 Oak Ave.
Evanston, IL
847-475-7779
www.PensieroRistorante.com
(see our display ad, page 12)
Whether you want an elegant, formal affair or
contemporary celebration, Pensiero Ristorante
will delight your guests with our superb catering options and hospitable staff. We offer
many catering options and packages for your
next special event!
Pinstripes, Inc.
Three Locations:
1150 Willow Rd., Northbrook, IL
847-480-7676
100 W. Higgins Rd., South Barrington, IL
847-844-4810
7 Oakbrook Ctr. Mall, Oakbrook, IL
630-575-8700

www.pinstripes.com
(see our display ad, page 14)
Pinstripes features a distinctive entertainment
and event venue. Celebrate "Sophisticated
Fun" in our warm and inviting 45,000 sq.ft.
indoor/outdoor facility. Complete with 18
bowling lanes, 6 Bocce Courts, exceptional
Italian-American Bistro & Wine Cellar. Outdoor
patio/fireplace & beautifully appointed event
and party rooms that can accommodate
groups from 20-600.
Primebar
155 N. Wacker Dr.
Chicago, IL
312-884-0000
www.primebarchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 13)
Contemporary and distinct urban gastropub
with cool food, local brews and great cocktails. Surround yourself with rich mahogany,
big leather booths and honeyed lighting at
this contemporary American restaurant in the
Loop. Enjoy a unique dining experience with a
signature cocktail or any of our crowd-pleasing menu items, from small plates to entrees.
Ruth's Chris Steak House
933 Skokie Blvd.
Northbrook, IL
847-498-6889
www.ruthschris.com
(see our display ad, page 21)
Ruth’s Chris Private Dining adds an air of
celebration to any event. We’ll treat you and
your guests to the highest quality of service
and incredible food. Weddings: Let us help
you make your engagement party, bridal
shower, or rehearsal dinner more than an
elegant affair, but a truly once-in-a-lifetime
moment. Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Social Events:
We love a great celebration. Bring your family
and friends together for a delicious occasion
they’ll remember for years to come.
Sullivan’s Steakhouse Lincolnshire
250 Marriott Drive
Lincolnshire, IL
847-883-0311
www.sullivanssteakhouse.com
(see our display ad, page 11)
From Bar Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings, cocktail
parties and business meetings, to bridal
showers and rehearsal dinners, let us help you
create your next spectacular event. Two other
Chicagoland locations- Chicago: 415 N.
Dearborn–312-527-3510 and Naperville:
244 S. Main St.–630-305-0230.
Temple Chai
1670 Checker Rd.
Long Grove, IL
847-537-1771
www.templechai.org
Temple Chai offers two beautiful
Social/Banquet Halls. Think of us for Shabbat
Dinners, B'nai Mitzvahs, Wedding, Baby
Namings,Luncheons & Dinners. For
information contact Deborah Greenswag at
dgreenswag@templechai.org
Townhouse Restaurant & Wine Bar
111 S. Wacker Dr.
Chicago, IL
312-948-8240
www.townhousewinebar.com
(see our display ad, page 13)
Urban restaurant and wine bar in the heart of
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Chicago’s bustling financial loop. Featuring
warm wood-paneled walls, beautiful
hardwood flooring, an alluring wine wall and
floor-to-ceiling windows, this distinctive
urban restaurant and wine bar envelopes you
in an elegant yet casual feel, ideal for lunch or
dinner. Townhouses uniquely designed menu
offers a large selection of casual yet
sophisticated fare to please any palate.
Viper Alley
275 Parkway Drive
Lincolnshire, IL
847-499-5000
www.viper-alley.com
(see our display ad, page 18)
Viper Alley is a revolutionary, immersive
music experience and entertainment venue.
It's your North Shore boutique concert venue
for live music, nightlife and private events. We
bring you three distinct experiences in one
venue.
The Westin Chicago North Shore
601 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Wheeling, IL
847-777-6500
www.westin.com/chicagonorthshore
(see our display ad, Inside Back Cover)
The Westin North Shore has the largest
ballroom on the North Shore and able to
accommodate events for up to 1000. Full
Kosher Kitchen. Downtown style and
elegance with a suburban location.

Beauty, Hair, Makeup
Brie Aarin Makeup
On Location–Serving Chicagoland
and Suburbs
847-533-9999
www.brieaarinmakeup.com
(see our display ad, page 22)
Brie Mazz of Brie Aarin Makeup, is the premiere, "on location" makeup artist specializing
in weddings and other special occasions. As a
licensed esthetician, Brie knows the importance of healthy skincare before the application of makeup, resulting in flawless photos.

Cakes & Pastries
Chicago Chocolate Fountain
Hillside, IL
708-544-5600
www.chicagochocolatefountain.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
Treat your guests to the ultimate chocolate
experience; the chocolate fountain. They will
enjoy dipping fresh fruit and pastries into a
fountain of fondue fun!
Chicago TailGators
3411 W. Dempster St.
Skokie, IL
847-343-9170
www.chicagotailgators.com
(see our display ad, page 25)
Welcome to Chicago TailGators – A unique
brand of catering! After 8 years of honing our
parking lot culinary skills, one thing is for
sure–regardless of the score, the folks eating
our food were happy! Try a different kind of
catering that brings the Game Day experience
into your home, office or other venue.
Whether you keep a kosher lifestyle or not,
we're here to make your gathering a hit!

ClauDiva's Bakery – It's not just cake
anymore!
Serving all of Chicagoland and Suburbs
312-388-7222
www.claudivasbakery.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
A new, posh, up and coming edible art
boutique specializing in cupcakes and tiered
fondant cakes that are desirous and tasty.
Available for your next special event. We
customize to meet your needs and theme.
Online ordering is available.
Dairy Queen
2770 Dundee Rd.
Northbrook, IL
847-498-2571
(see our display ad, page 28)
Order our famous Blizzards for your sweet
table–or our "Make Your Own Sundae Bar"
with nine great toppings to choose from! We
will cater to your event! Give us a call for a
custom order or email
edwardschubert@sbcglobal.net.
Swirlz Cupcakes
705 West Belden Ave.
Chicago, IL
773-404-2253
www.swirlzcupcakes.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
Swirlz Cupcakes are baked fresh daily in small
batches to ensure that each variety is as
flavorful and frosting-licking good as possible.
Choose from a tantalizing array of rotating
flavors including gluten-free and vegan
gluten-free. Perfect for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
weddings, meetings and more! Cupcakes
make people happy!

Catering
Bella Via Ristorante & Banquets
1899 Second St.
Highland Park, IL
847-681-8300
www.BellaViaHighlandPark.com
(see our display ad, page 2)
Host your next event at Bella Via. We will provide superior service for your Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
Weddings, Rehearsal Dinners, Wedding
Showers and more. A popular regional Italian
Restaurant located in Highland Park. Our elegant banquet room seats up to 100 and
accommodates up to 150 for cocktails.
Catered by Design
9204 Waukegan Road
Morton Grove, IL
847-965-4094
www.cateredbydesign.com
(see our display ad, page 29)
Catered by Design brings your events to life
with delicious and sumptuous food, presented in a spectacular fashion by the friendliest
and most professional staff in Chicago!
Chicago TailGators
3411 W. Dempster St.
Skokie, IL
847-343-9170
www.chicagotailgators.com
(see our display ad, page 25)
Welcome to Chicago TailGators – A unique
brand of catering! After 8 years of honing our
parking lot culinary skills, one thing is for
sure–regardless of the score, the folks eating
our food were happy! Try a different kind of
catering that brings the Game Day experience

into your home, office or other venue.
Whether you keep a kosher lifestyle or not,
we're here to make your gathering a hit!
ClauDiva's Bakery – It's not just cake
anymore!
Serving all of Chicagoland and Suburbs
312-388-7222
www.claudivasbakery.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
A new, posh, up and coming edible art
boutique specializing in cupcakes and tiered
fondant cakes, that are desirous and tasty.
Available for your next special event. We
customize to meet your needs and theme.
Online ordering is available.
Cubby Bear North
21661 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Lincolnshire, IL
847-541-4700
www.cubbynorth.com
(see our display ad, Inside Front Cover)
Cubby Bear North’s multi-purpose venue can
play perfect host for any function, from
holiday parties, corporate gatherings/meetings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, rehearsal dinners,
sports parties and live entertainment to
fundraisers for charitable foundations. We
would love to host your next private party,
from an intimate gathering for 20 to that
large bash for 1,500. Please check out our
website for all of our catering menus.
Dairy Queen
2770 Dundee Rd.
Northbrook, IL
847-498-2571
(see our display ad, page 28)
Order our famous Blizzards for your sweet
table–or our "Make Your Own Sundae Bar"
with nine great toppings to choose from! We
will cater to your event! Give us a call for a
custom order or email
edwardschubert@sbcglobal.net.
Eddie Merlot's Prime-Aged Steak and
Seafood Restaurant
185 N. Milwaukee Ave., Suite 100
Lincolnshire , IL
847-276-2000
www.eddiemerlots.com
(see our display ad, page 9)
Eddie Merlots- The new place in town for
your special event! With it's unique,
sophisticated, local flair, we will bring your
special event to life. Our exceptional
prime-aged steaks and customized menus,
will delight and dazzle your guests. Our team
of professionals and elegant event space will
exceed your highest expectations, for a
flawless event. Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, weddings,
rehearsal dinners, family gatherings, corporate, holiday parties and more!
Evanston Golf Club
4401 Dempster Street
Skokie , IL
847-676-0300
www.evanstongolfclub.org
(see our display ad, page 14)
Evanston Golf Club, a historic North Shore
Venue. Accommodates up to 350 people.
Offering attentive service, inspired cuisine and
elegant surroundings, for your milestone
celebration!
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Foodstuffs Catering
2106 Central Street
Evanson, IL
847-328-8504
www.foodstuffs.com/catering
(see our display ad, page 26)
Foodstuffs Boutique Catering provides all of
the incredible gourmet foods you've come to
know for over thirty years. Add professional
staff, quality linens, unique rentals,
floral,event design, venue selection and more.
Our completely customized and creative
menus are just the beginning. Be a guest at
your own party and let Foodstuffs Catering
sweat the small stuff!
Garden Fresh Market Catering
275 Skokie Blvd.
Northbrook, IL
847-272-0300
www.gardenfreshmarket.com
(see our display ad, page 27)
Garden Fresh Market in Northbrook is home
to our Kosher Korner, a complete kosher deli,
meat department and catering company
supervised by the cRc. We will cater your
event in an innovative and delightful presentation with the exceptional, professional
service that you expect and deserve
Harry Caray's Catering & Events
33 West Kinzie
Chicago, IL
312-828-0966
www.harrycarayscatering.com
(see our display ad, page 15)
Harry Caray's Catering & Events will create the
perfect event for your child, while respecting
and honoring the traditions of the occasion.
We offer a full range of menu items to fit any
budget or theme and also regularly work with
experienced Kosher caterers upon request. We
can also help you book major sports
celebrities to participate in your celebration.
Highland Park Country Club
1201 Park Ave. West
Highland Park, IL
847-433-4000 or 847-432-8048
www.highlandparkcc.com
(see our display ad, page 20)
Highland Park Country Club has the perfect
ballroom for any Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Jewish
Wedding. The club features 3 private rooms
that open into one and can accommodate
many set-up options.
JCC's Perlstein Resort
& Conference Center
Lake Delton, WI
847-763-3603
www.gojcc.org/prcc
(see our display ad, page 19)
Relaxing atmosphere, ideal for your special
event. Spend more than just a few hours with
your family and friends. Contact us for details.
Lieberman and Associates
1040 W. Granville
Chicago, IL
773-743-8266
(see our display ad, page 28)
Marketing and Advertising Agency
specializing in the hospitality Industry.
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Maggiano's Little Italy
5 Locations:
1901 E. Woodfield Rd., Schaumburg, IL
847-240-1600
516 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL
312-644-4284
4999 Old Orchard Center, Skokie, IL
847-933-9572
240 Oakbrook Center, Oakbrook, IL
630-368-0314
1847 Freedom Dr., Naperville, IL
630-536-2280
www.maggianos.com/banquets
(see our display ad, page 4)
Maggiano's specialty is private parties such as
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Jewish Weddings. Five
beautiful Chicagoland locations to serve you.
Manny's Cafeteria and Delicatessen
1141 S. Jefferson
Chicago, IL
312-939-2855
www.mannysdeli.com
(see our display ad, page 28)
Treat your guests to a Classic Chicago Tradition
since 1942- Manny’s Cafeteria and
Delicatessen. Deli, sandwich and dairy trays.
Host parties up to 250 guests. Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, rehearsal dinners, retirement,
wedding showers or to welcome/send off out
of town guests. So many catering options
available–Chicagoland and Suburbs.
Mickey Finn’s Brewery
412 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Libertyville, IL
847-362-6688
www.mickeyfinnsbrewery.com
(see our display ad, page 16)
The Amber Room, Mickey Finn's upper level,
can accommodate seated groups of up to 150
people and up to 200 people reception style.
The Amber Room has an upscale-casual,
friendly atmosphere that can be dressed-up
for more formal occasions such as Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, weddings and rehearsal dinners.
Morton's The Steakhouse Northbrook
699 Skokie Blvd.
Northbrook, IL
847-205-5111
www.mortons.com/northbrook
(see our display ad, page 19)
We offer beautifully appointed private dining
rooms to accommodate all special occasionsWeddings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, welcoming your
out-of-town guests,anniversaries, birthdays
and more.
Park Grill at Millennium Park
11 N. Michigan Ave
Chicago, IL
312-521-7275 or 312-521-2282
www.parkgrillchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 20)
Let Park Grill host your next event in the heart
of Chicago's Millennium Park. Nestled under,
"The Bean" we have unique accommodations
for groups as intimate as 10 or as large as 800
Pensiero Ristorante
1566 Oak Ave.
Evanston, IL
847-475-7779
www.PensieroRistorante.com
(see our display ad, page 12)
Whether you want an elegant, formal affair or
contemporary celebration, Pensiero Ristorante
will delight your guests with our superb
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catering options and hospitable staff. We offer
many catering options and packages for your
next special event! .
Real Urban Barbecue
2 Locations
610 Central Ave #177
Highland Park. IL
224-770-4227
and
1260 South Milwaukee Ave.
Vernon Hills, IL
847-613-1227
www.realurbanbbq.com
(see our display ad, page 29)
Give your guests a real Chicagoland treat...Let
Real Urban Barbecue cater your next party.
Authentic, wood-fired brisket, turkey, chicken,
salads and all of the unique and tasty sides.
Perfect for any event. Two suburban locations
to serve you. Catering for 30-300 guests!
Ruth's Chris Steak House
933 Skokie Blvd.
Northbrook, IL
847-498-6889
www.ruthschris.com
(see our display ad, page 21)
Ruth’s Chris Private Dining adds an air of
celebration to any event. We’ll treat you and
your guests to the highest quality of service
and incredible food. Weddings: Let us help
you make your engagement party, bridal
shower, or rehearsal dinner more than an
elegant affair, but a truly once-in-a-lifetime
moment. Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Social Events:
We love a great celebration. Bring your family
and friends together for a delicious occasion
they’ll remember for years to come.
Sault & Pepper & Co.
3150 Skokie Valley Rd.
Highland Park, IL
847-433-3180
www.saultandpepper.com
(see our display ad, page 30)
Delicious, innovative and professional
experienced planning for your lifecycle event.
A savvy “catering to go”menu for your busy
lifestyle.

Chuppahs
Arkay Chuppah Creations
Buffalo Grove, IL
224-392-4476
www.arkaychuppah.com
(see our display ad, page 39)
Traditional rentals or custom heirloom chuppah designs. Yards of graceful flowing fabrics
forming a canopy of sacred space for the bride
and groom. Many styles to choose from.

Clothing
Guys and Co.
827 N. Waukegan Rd.
Deerfield, IL
847-940- GUYS (4897)
www.guysandco.com
(see our display ad, page 32)
Personalized full-service apparel store for boys
specializing in Bar Mitzvah suits and dress
wear carrying regular & husky sizes. Full
service tailoring available. Join e-club by visiting our website & receive 15% off your first
visit. Visit our website for store hours (under
“Find Us”). Closed Mondays, some Sundays.

Robin Elliott’s LTD Special Occasions
6740 W. Dempster
Morton Grove, IL
847-470-9400
www.RobinElliottLtd.com
(see our display ad, page 31)
Large selection of Bat Mitzvah dresses.
Mothers of the Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and BrideGroom–prom, pageant and accessories.
Dresses available for Orthodox Women, too!

Decorations &
Theme Design
Fancy Thattt
1204 Amy Lane
Libertyville, IL
847-680-3210
www.fancythattt.com
(see our display ad, page 41)
Personalized service for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
including customized centerpieces, backdrops,
sign-in books, candle lighting, props, and day
of party service.
Jody Garland Design & Photography
2555 Gross Point Rd.
Evanston, IL
847-707-4174
www.jodygarland.com
(see our display ad, page 55)
Tradition with a twist. Fun, fresh
photography. Complete Mitzvah packages
$975. Digital files included. Team coverage
of parties, studio lighting at temple. Theme
centerpiece photography available.
M & M The Special Events Company
Serving all of Chicagoland & Suburbs
630-871-9999
www.mmspecialevents.com
(see our display ad, page 59)
A premier provider of event services for
Mitzvahs, M&M rents quality tenting, lighting,
tables, chairs and linen. Let M&M design your
floral and fabric treatments.
Photofetti
Serving Nationwide
1-866-496-3168
www.photofetti.com
(see our display ad, page 41)
Turn your photos into confetti! Visit our
website to learn many creative and unique
ways to use Photofetti to make your event
memorable and personalized.

Giftware, Jewelry &
Judaica
Garfinkles Jewelry
462 Central Avenue
Highland Park, IL
847-433-8877 or 1-877-988-8877
www.garfinklesonline.com
(see our display ad , page 44)
When looking for a classic or trendy piece for
your Bat/Bar Mitzvah, visit Garfinkles Jewelry.
Featuring rings, earrings, necklaces and
bracelets. In 14 karat and Sterling Silver with
diamonds and colored stones. We also carry
Michele and Swiss Army watches. Visit us in
beautiful downtown Highland Park or our
web site at www.garfinklesonline.com.

Invitations &
Calligraphy
Invitations By Keshet
Northbrook, IL
847-205-1234
www.keshet.org
(see our display ad, page 46)
Invitation packages for any occasion. Your
purchase supports Keshet, a non-profit,
providing educational, recreational and
vocational programs integrating Jewish
children and young adults with special needs
into schools, camps and the workplace along
side their typically developing peers.
Karen Saharack Calligraphy & Design
876 Saybrook Lane
Buffalo Grove, IL
847-634-9221
www.karensinvitations.com
(see our display ad, page 45)
For over 20 years, Karen Saharack has
custom-designed & created hand-painted
invitations and calligraphy for Mitzvahs,
weddings, birthdays & corporate parties. All
with personal service.
Paper Ink
Highland Park , IL
847-831-4033
(see our display ad, page 45)
Custom and ready to order wedding and
Bar/Bat Mitzvah invitations, including digital
calligraphy and accessories. We pride
ourselves on personal service. Call Joni and
Julie for an appointment or email
paperink04@aol.com.
Singvitations
Nationwide
1-877-856-5490
www.singvitations.com
(see our ad, page 46)
Personalized singing invitations with your
event details, as lyrics, set to a popular tune!
Comes with full color CD in case, wrapped,
ready to mail. Absolutely one-of-a-kind!

Music &
Entertainment
BANDS & DJS
Da Fellas' Band2–DFB2 Tours
9729 S. Sangamon St.
Chicago, IL
773-779-3562
www.myspace.com/dafellasband2
(see our display ad, page 48)
Music for all occasions. Add class and sophistication to your Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings
and all your important occasions in between.
Available for Galas and fundraisers and other
special events.
Maxwell Street Klezmer Band
4025 Harvard Terrace
Skokie, IL
847-675-4800
www.klezmerband.com
(see our display ad, page 47)
Music with a Jewish soul–plus they play Jazz
and Rock 'n' Roll! Since 1983, the top choice
for concerts and parties of all sizes.

Chicagoland Edition
Personalities, Inc.
3328 Commercial Ave.
Northbrook, IL
847-A-PARTY-2 (847-272-7892)
www.personalitiesinc.com
(see our display ad, page 1)
DJ's, MC's, & Dancers providing Interactive
Entertainment for all Ages. Perfect for
Mitzvahs, weddings, birthdays, corporate &
more. We also offer Karaoke, Custom CD
Giveaways, Game Shows & Music Video Parties.
OTHER ENTERTAINMENT
Brian Wismer Entertainment
Serving Chicagoland and Suburbs
847-236-9499
www.funwizz.com
(see our display ad, page 48)
Brian Wismer Entertainment is your resource
for high energy, creative, interactive entertainment. Need games, music & dancing,
team challenges, trivia, indoor or outdoors?
We got you covered! We love what we do and
you will too!
Etch U Productions
Party Fun and Favors
Serving all of Chicagoland and Suburbs
& Nationwide
310-654-0425
www.etchu.com
(see our display ad, page 49)
Custom favors featuring U! Portraits by
Amazing Etch Man, Christoph Brown,
"World's Fastest Etch-A-Sketch Artist" –
preserved to not erase! Live music, interactive
entertainment & more.
Get Flipped Chicago
3328 Commercial Ave.
Northbrook, IL
847-GET-FLIPPED or 847-272-7865
www.GetFlippedChicago.com
(see our display ad, page 1)
GET FLIPPED! CHICAGO provides Photographic
Entertainment for special events. From
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Corporate Events,
Weddings, Proms, Birthdays, and MORE,
anyone can GET FLIPPED! While standing in
front of a green-screen, guests strike a pose
for two distinct pictures, (the wackier the better!). In minutes your guests receive their animated Flip-Cards, which are actually two
photos in one, and twice the fun!
Hard Rock Cafe Chicago
63 W. Ontario
Chicago, IL
312-943-2252 or 312-943-5572
www.hardrock.com/chicago
(see our display ad, page 5)
Hard Rock Cafe hosts special events up to 700
guests amidst authentic rock n’roll memorabilia and state-of-the-art A/V equipment.
Banquet packages available.
JumpShots- A Dynamic Photo
Experience!
Serving Chicagoland and Suburbs , IL
847-370-3312
www.jumpshots.biz
(see our display ad, page 54)
Entertain your guests with the latest FUSION
PHOTO experience! Combine a high end photo
shoot with the enthusiastic Art Direction of
Angela Swan and you've got JUMPSHOTS!
Everyone relives the FUN with UNLIMITED
social media downloads! JUMPSHOTS is a

CREATIVE professional photo experience
where guests get HAPPY and look REAL!
North Shore Center for the Performing
Arts in Skokie
9501 Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL
847-679-9501
Box Office -847-673-6300
www.northshorecenter.org
(see our display ad, page 10)
For the important milestones in your life, the
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in
Skokie's unique creative spaces mixed with
the most up-to-date technology, superb
catering options and helpful staff provide the
ideal blend of comfort and elegance for your
special event.
North Shore Photo Booth
Glenview, IL
847-922-5466
www.northshorephotobooth.com
(see our display ad, page 48)
Keep your guests entertained for hours with
Chicagoland's coolest photobooths. Our stateof-the-art booths have features that make us
the envy of the industry.
Pinstripes, Inc.
Three Locations:
1150 Willow Rd., Northbrook, IL
847-480-7676
100 W. Higgins Rd., South Barrington, IL
847-844-4810
7 Oakbrook Ctr. Mall, Oakbrook, IL
630-575-8700
www.pinstripes.com
(see our display ad, page 14)
Pinstripes features a distinctive entertainment
and event venue. Celebrate "Sophisticated
Fun" in our warm and inviting 45,000 sq.ft.
indoor/outdoor facility. Complete with 18
bowling lanes, 6 Bocce Courts, exceptional
Italian-American Bistro & Wine Cellar. Outdoor
patio/fireplace & beautifully appointed event
and party rooms that can accommodate
groups from 20-600.
The ComedySportz Theatre
929 W. Belmont Ave.
Chicago, IL
773-549-8080
www.comedyspotzchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 47)
'ComedySportz' is a hilarious, clean,improv
comedy show all your guests will love! We
will bring our show to you or host your event
in our Theatre! Call us today.
Viper Alley
275 Parkway Drive
Lincolnshire, IL
847-499-5000
www.viper-alley.com
(see our display ad, page 18)
Viper Alley is a revolutionary, immersive
music experience and entertainment venue.
It's your North Shore boutique concert venue
for live music, nightlife and private events. We
bring you three distinct experiences in one
venue.

Novelties & Favors
Etch U Productions
Party Fun and Favors
Serving all of Chicagoland and Suburbs
& Nationwide
310-654-0425
www.etchu.com
(see our display ad, page 49)
Custom favors featuring U! Portraits by
Amazing Etch Man, Christoph Brown,
"World's Fastest Etch-A-Sketch Artist" –
preserved to not erase! Live music, interactive
entertainment & more.
Get Flipped Chicago
3328 Commercial Ave.
Northbrook, IL
847-GET-FLIPPED or 847-272-7865
www.GetFlippedChicago.com
(see our display ad, page 1)
GET FLIPPED! CHICAGO provides Photographic
Entertainment for special events. From
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Corporate Events,
Weddings, Proms, Birthdays, and MORE,
anyone can GET FLIPPED! While standing in
front of a green-screen, guests strike a pose
for two distinct pictures, (the wackier the
better!). In minutes your guests receive their
animated Flip-Cards, which are actually two
photos in one, and twice the fun!
Mazel Tov Favors.com
Nationwide
1-800-485-4461
www.itsmymitzvah.com
www.mazeltovfavors.com
(see our display ad, page 43)
We specialize in imprinted Bar/Bat Mitzvah
items. From 20-200, boxers to keychains. We
provide personalized attention. Call 24/7.
Mention our ad in this magazine & receive a
10% discount!
Photofetti
Serving Nationwide
1-866-496-3168
www.photofetti.com
(see our display ad, page 41)
Turn your photos into confetti! Visit our
website to learn many creative and unique
ways to use Photofetti to make your event
memorable and personalized.
Simcha Shots
Serving Nationwide
1-877-856-5490
www.milestonesmagazine.com/cameras
(see our display ad, page 49)
When was the last time you were at a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah and saw a special moment and
didn't have a camera to capture it? Simcha
Shots solves that! Place one on each table. Or
give to guests for take-home party favors.
Everyone loves taking pictures! Styles available include stock Bar or Bat Mitzvah or custom Mitzvah, custom Wedding. Also
available, single-use cameras including free
prints, CD, online and index prints..
Swirlz Cupcakes
705 West Belden Ave.
Chicago, IL
773-404-2253
www.swirlzcupcakes.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
Swirlz Cupcakes are baked fresh daily in small
batches to ensure that each variety is as
flavorful and frosting-licking good as possible.
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Choose from a tantalizing array of rotating
flavors including gluten-free and vegan
gluten-free. Perfect for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
weddings, meetings and more! Cupcakes
make people happy!
Windy City Novelties, Inc.
Nationwide
1-800-442-9722
www.windycitynovelties.com
(see our display ad, pages 34-35)
Windy City Novelties has over 16,000 party
items and is your one stop shop for all your
Mitzvah needs.

Party & Event
Planning
BBJ Linen
7855 Gross Point Rd.
Skokie, IL
847-329-8400 or 1-800-722-0126
www.bbjlinen.com
(see our display ad, page 59)
BBJ Linen, the nation´s premier linen rental
company, has combined style, sophistication
and selection, along with great customer
service, as our successful foundation since 1983.
Brian Wismer Entertainment
Serving Chicagoland and Suburbs
847-236-9499
www.funwizz.com
(see our display ad, page 48)
Brian Wismer Entertainment is your resource
for high energy, creative, interactive entertainment. Need games, music & dancing,
team challenges, trivia, indoor or outdoors?
We got you covered! We love what we do and
you will too!
Elite Scheduling Services, Inc.
24600 Whispering Wheat Lane
Cary, IL
847-513-2075
(see our display ad, page 54)
Providing Professional Chaperone & Security
for B´nai Mitzvahs, Weddings & Private
Events. Security provided by Accord Protective
Services Inc.
Fancy Thattt
1204 Amy Lane
Libertyville, IL
847-680-3210
www.fancythattt.com
(see our display ad, page 41)
Personalized service for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
including customized centerpieces, backdrops,
sign-in books, candle lighting, props, and day
of party service.
Foodstuffs Catering
2106 Central Street
Evanston, IL
847-328-8504
www.foodstuffs.com/catering
(see our display ad, page 26)
Foodstuffs Boutique Catering provides all of the
incredible gourmet foods you've come to know
for over thirty years. Add professional staff, quality linens, unique rentals, floral, event design,
venue selection and more. Our completely customized and creative menus are just the beginning. Be a guest at your own party and let
Foodstuffs Catering sweat the small stuff!
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Garfinkles Jewelry
462 Central Avenue
Highland Park, IL
847-433-8877 or 1-877-988-8877
www.garfinklesonline.com
(see our display ad , page 44)
When looking for a classic or trendy piece for
your Bat/Bar Mitzvah, visit Garfinkles Jewelry.
Featuring rings, earrings, necklaces and
bracelets. In 14 karat and Sterling Silver with
Diamonds and colored stones. We also carry
Michele and Swiss Army watches. Visit us in
beautiful downtown Highland Park or our
web site at www.garfinklesonline.com.
Hampton Inn & Suites Chicago North
1400 Milwaukee Ave.
Lincolnshire, IL
847-478-1400
www.hamptoninnsuiteslincolnshire.com
(see our display ad, page 19)
The Hampton Inn & Suites Chicago/
Lincolnshire is the premier hotel choice in the
Lincolnshire area with a great convenient
location at an excellent value. We offer discounted group rates for special events such as
Bat/Bar Mitzvahs and weddings. Guests staying with us will enjoy our quiet location while
having thirteen restaurants, several stores, a
movie theater with IMAX and two live music
entertainment venues right at our doorstep.
We Love Having You Here. For group blocks
and rates contact Tracey Bush at 847-4155159 or tbush@fhginc.com.
Jeff Kovit Video Productions
Serving Chicagoland
847-624-3752
www.JeffKovitVideo.com
(see our display ad, page 57)
Professional quality video of Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, Weddings and Special Events at
affordable pricing. Fully edited.
Lake Shore Photography, Inc.
Northbrook, IL
847-687-2336
www.lshorephoto.com
(see our display ads, page 56
& Back Cover)
Lake Shore Photography will capture all of the
emotion, spirit and tradition of your
celebration. Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
and Jewish Weddings!
North Shore Photo Booth
Glenview, IL
847-922-5466
www.northshorephotobooth.com
(see our display ad, page 48)
Keep your guests entertained for hours with
Chicagoland's coolest photobooths. Our stateof-the-art booths have features that make us
the envy of the industry.
North Suburban YMCA
2705 Techny Rd.
Northbrook, IL
847-272-7250
www.nsymca.org
(see our display ad, page 16)
The NSYMCA offers a unique celebration for
your guests. Parties can accommodate special
requests including rental of the indoor pool,
gymnasium, or x-zone. Visit nsymca.org.

Visit us online at www.milestonemagazine.com
Paper Ink
Highland Park , IL
847-831-4033
(see our display ad, page 45)
Custom and ready to order wedding and
Bar/Bat Mitzvah invitations, including digital
calligraphy and accessories. We pride
ourselves on personal service. Call Joni and
Julie for an appointment or email
paperink04@aol.com.
Party Fantasy
342 Townline Road
Mundelein, IL
847-837-0010
www.partyfantasy.net
(see our display ad, page 21)
35,000 square feet of fun for all ages! Perfect
for large events: mitzvahs, fundraisers, corporate events, and much more! We have space
to accommodate hundreds of people,catering
from Garden Fresh Market, and the ability to
customize your event! Open Play is also
available: Go Karts, Rock Climbing, Huge
Inflatables, Arcade, Dance Floor, and the
Fantasy Cafe!
Sullivan’s Steakhouse Lincolnshire
250 Marriott Drive
Lincolnshire, IL
847-883-0311
www.sullivanssteakhouse.com
(see our display ad, page 11)
From Bar Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings, cocktail
parties and business meetings, to bridal
showers and rehearsal dinners, let us help you
create your next spectacular event. Two other
Chicagoland locations- Chicago: 415 N.
Dearborn–312-527-3510 and Naperville:
244 S. Main St.–630-305-0230.
The ComedySportz Theatre
929 W. Belmont Ave.
Chicago, IL
773-549-8080
www.comedyspotzchicago.com
(see our display ad, page 47)
'ComedySportz' is a hilarious, clean,improv
comedy show all your guests will love! We
will bring our show to you or host your event
in our Theatre! Call us today.
Windy City Novelties, Inc.
Nationwide
1-800-442-9722
www.windycitynovelties.com
(see our display ad, pages 34-35)
Windy City Novelties has over 16,000 party
items and is your one stop shop for all your
Mitzvah needs.

Photography &
Videography
Beautiful Memories Photo
360 E. Randolph St., Ste. 2803
Chicago, IL
312-650-5900
www.beautifulmemoriesphoto.com
(see our display ad, page 57)
Beautiful Memories Photo has received
consecutive “Best of Chicago”awards for
wedding photography. I also photograph
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs throughout the Chicago
region.

Jeff Kovit Video Productions
Serving Chicagoland
847-624-3752
www.JeffKovitVideo.com
(see our display ad, page 57)
Professional quality video of Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
Weddings and Special Events at affordable
pricing. Fully edited.
Jody Garland Design & Photography
2555 Gross Point Rd.
Evanston, IL
847-707-4174
www.jodygarland.com
(see our display ad, page 55)
Tradition with a twist. Fun, fresh
photography. Complete Mitzvah packages
$975. Digital files included. Team coverage
of parties, studio lighting at temple. Theme
centerpiece photography available.
JumpShots–A Dynamic Photo
Experience!
Serving Chicagoland and Suburbs, IL
847-370-3312
www.jumpshots.biz
(see our display ad, page 55)
Entertain your guests with the latest FUSION
PHOTO experience! Combine a high-end photo
shoot with the enthusiastic Art Direction of
Angela Swan and you've got JUMPSHOTS!
Everyone relives the FUN with UNLIMITED
social media downloads!JUMPSHOTS is a CREATIVE professional photo experience where
guests get HAPPY and look REAL!
Lake Shore Photography, Inc.
Northbrook, IL
847-687-2336
www.lshorephoto.com
(see our display ads, page 56
& Back Cover)
Lake Shore Photography will capture all of the
emotion, spirit and tradition of your
celebration. Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
and Jewish Weddings!
Providence Productions Video
Serving Chicagoland and Suburbs
Evanston, IL
312-953-2680
www.providencevideo.com
(see our display ad, page 56)
Providence Productions is a full service video
company, with 20 years of experience, producing Weddings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and all other
things video. We offer incomparable quality
and affordability.
Romy Modlin Photography, LLC
Deerfield, IL
847-840-2873
www.romymodlin.com
(see our display ad, page 57)
Artistic photography for Bar Mitzvahs, Bat
Mitzvahs, weddings and parties. Capturing the
spontaneity of your event and turning them
into beautiful memories you will
treasure for a lifetime.

Rental Supplies/Linens
BBJ Table Fashions
7855 Gross Point Rd.
Skokie, IL
847-329-8400 or 1-800-592-2414
www.bbjlinen.com
(see our display ad, page 59)
Dedicated to helping our clients plan and
produce events, BBJ Table Fashions provides the

finest and most fashionable linen and glass
chargers that bring visions to reality. BBJ Linen,
the nation's premier linen rental company has
combined style, sophistication and selection,
since 1983.
Chicago Chocolate Fountain
Hillside, IL
708-544-5600
www.chicagochocolatefountain.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
Treat your guests to the ultimate chocolate
experience; the chocolate fountain. They will
enjoy dipping fresh fruit and pastries into a
fountain of fondue fun!
M & M The Special Events Company
493 Mission St.
Carol Stream, IL
630-871-9999
www.mmspecialevents.com
(see our display ad, page 59)
A premier provider of event services for
Mitzvahs, M&M rents quality tenting, lighting,
tables, chairs and linen. Let M&M design your
floral and fabric treatments.

Transportation
Durham School Services - Charter Buses
880 Rte. 83
Grayslake, IL
847-543-9244
www.durhamschoolservices.com
(see our display ad, page 60)
We provide charter transportation services
throughout Chicagoland, and have a variety of
bus sizes to meet your needs. Call us today for
a quote. PROMO CODE: BMJO1
First Student Charter Bus Rentals
All of Chicagoland and Northern IL
1-866-514-8747 (TRIP)
www.firstcharterbus.com
(see our display ad, page 60)
For your Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Wedding Shuttle
Bus, call us! Count on First Student Charter Bus
Rentals to deliver a better way to meet your
travel plans. Whether you need on-site shuttles, shuttles from site to site, or simple delivery to a destination, we’ll make the entire
process from estimating to execution simple,
smart and successful.

Tutoring/Bar Mitzvah
Preparation
Interfaith Family /Chicago
3320 Dundee Rd.
Northbrook, IL
312-550-5665
www.interfaithfamily.com/chicagoland
(see our display ad, page 51)
InterfaithFamily is the premier resource supporting interfaith couples exploring Jewish life
and inclusive Jewish communities. We offer
educational content; connections to
welcoming organizations, professionals and
programs; resources and trainings for
organizations, clergy and other program
providers; and our new InterfaithFamily/Your
Community initiative providing coordinated
comprehensive offerings in local communities.

