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Dear Families,
This magazine has always been about celebrating life’s most special moments. Special events give
us a chance to see distant relatives and friends in a happy setting and to celebrate with them. And
those people are also able to meet and/or visit with one another. This experience also creates an
example for and an impression on our children. Family and friends are important to us and we
honor those relationships by including them in our celebrations. And even as clothing, music and
the technology of celebrations change, the essence of the milestone events and the reason we
celebrate, does not change. So, be sure to send Save The Date cards and impress upon your many
relatives and friends the importance of celebrating the special events together. Like my parents’
wedding pictures, everyone should help create memories that will last lifetimes. Mazel Tov to you
and your family!
Now, we have changed the magazine and the website to fit the times. We continue to add content
to help you stay on top of the latest trends. We promote Expos that enable you to meet vendors
face-to-face. And our latest online improvement is to allow vendors to offer FREE printable money-
saving Super Saver Special Event coupons. These printable online coupons are available exclu-
sively on our web site: www.bnaimitzvahguide.com. Just click on the coupon links, log in and start
saving. It’s that simple. And, stop back as you need to shop for different products and services, since
vendors and coupons can change daily. Let me know what you think by dropping me a line at
mona@bnaimitzvahguide.com. You can also Like Us on Facebook, type in Bnai Mitzvah Guide or
Bnai Mitzvah and Jewish Weddings.
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Mazel Tov to you and your family!
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and weddings are
the happiest of Jewish life-cycle
events. But planning these events
often causes feelings of anxiety that
take away from that happiness.
Maybe this is the first time you or your
family has ever organized an event or
shopped for unfamiliar goods and
services. Perhaps you don’t fully
understand all the elements necessary
to host the event. You may just need 
a few pointers or a checklist so you
don’t forget something.
We are here to help!
B’nai Mitzvah & Jewish Weddings™ 
is the area’s most complete planning
and resource guide. Use this guide 
to spend less time planning your
event and more time enjoying the
experience. We help you understand
and enjoy the religious experience
and traditions of Bar/Bat Mitzvah and
Jewish Weddings and to plan a 
memorable celebration!

Mona Freedman
Publisher/Editor
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Celebration has historically been an
integral part of the important rite of
passage of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
In the past, and again recently, the extent of some
celebrations has raised questions about the 
appropriateness and dignity of the simcha. This is 
especially marked when there appears to be no con-
nection between the spiritual side of the event and
the party. Debate, of course,  has always been an
integral part of the American experience, including
American Judaism. We understand that celebration
should be at the same time meaningful to the 
family, respectful of Jewish law and tradition, and
reflective of synagogue and community values.  
This is sometimes a difficult task to accomplish,
especially after the events of September 11th and
the current violence in Iraq, Israel, Afghanistan and
elsewhere. We do not propose the answers here,
except to emphasize that personal choice is also an
important American and Jewish dimension.
How important a party celebration is to one family
we cannot say. But the Bar/Bat Mitzvah only passes
once on the way to becoming a teenager, and the
rite of passage is undeniably sacred and important.
After all, the celebration is not only for the act of
reading the Torah, leading the congregation in
prayer and giving a speech. There has been deter-
mined studying, learning and practicing. There has
been intellectual and spiritual growth.  There have
been mitzvot (good deeds), tzedakah (charity) and
gemilut chasadim (non-financial giving) that help
build self-esteem and mold character. The Bar/Bat
Mitzvah has earned the right to be part of a minyan,
be called for alliyot, or wear the tefillin. That this
should be celebrated in some way is undeniable,
but the intensity and extent of that celebration,
while ever debatable, is probably a matter of 
individual taste and preference. Whatever your
choice may be, Mazel Tov to you and your family!  

Pho
to

b
y:D

o
yle

Pro
d

uctio
ns

A Word About
the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah
Celebration

The Significance of the Day!

B
’nai Mitzvah & Jewish WeddingsTM

believes that all families should recog-
nize the religious importance of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, the rite of passage, and
the whole Jewishness of the child.  This

life-cycle event will have long lasting meaning to the
family, relatives, friends and especially the honored child.
Becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah symbolizes the child’s reli-
gious coming of age and the beginning of life as a fully
participating Jewish adult.  He/she will now accept reli-
gious responsibilities and can perform the important
duties of Jewish life.
The celebration of the event is an important component
because it honors the child’s accomplishments and gives
loved ones and others the opportunity to show great
pride and joy for the child.  This publication focuses on
planning the reception or celebration, but we recom-
mend that you, as parents, participate fully in the whole
Mitzvah and understanding the significance and mean-
ing of the day. Remember, the party would be meaning-
less without the ceremony.  On  our website is a partial
list of resources that helps the reader learn more about
the Torah, Judaism, and the spiritual meaning of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Your Synagogue, local library, book-
stores, stores in this guide that carry religious items and
our online bookstore at www.bnaimitzvahguide.com may
have these as well as other resources.

Here are some other ways to
bring meaning to the day:
• Attend synagogue with your children regularly, even if

they sit with their friends. Discuss the service and the
Rabbi’s sermon afterwards.

• Encourage your child to give to tzedakah (charity), as
it is a responsibility for Jewish adults. Giving from the
child’s own funds is even more meaningful, even if it
is a dollar or two.

• Encourage the Bar/Bat Mitzvah to practice his/her
parasha (Torah portion) and perhaps haftarah portion
frequently. Even if it is awkward, listen to their practic-
ing, as your child becomes a young adult.

• Meet with the Rabbi as a family, if this is the custom
at your synagogue, and allow your child to speak
freely.

• Discuss the Torah portion being read, both the Hebrew
and the English translation. Relate the message in
that portion to events today in the world, in your own
community, or in your family.

• Participate in the service, if your synagogue allows
this, by reading prayers, lighting candles, reciting
blessings, or helping with the ark and the Torah.

• Perform a mitzvah with your child and/or encourage
a Mitzvah Project. There are many worthwhile ideas some
are listed on page 11 or at bnaimitzvahguide.com.

What is a Bar/Bat Mitzvah?

T
ranslated as “Son/daughter of the 
commandments”, one becomes a Bar or
Bat Mitzvah at age 13 (12 for girls in most
Orthodox congregations) independent of a
ceremony marking the occasion.

By tradition, because a Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony is a
custom not a commandment, age 13 is when a child
becomes obligated to the ritual responsibilities of Jewish
life.  This is referred to as the “commandment age”, the
“age of majority”, or a “religious coming of age”.  At this
point in the young adult’s life, he or she is presumed to
be responsible for those religious obligations
independent of the parents.
Those obligations might include mitzvot, being part of a
minyan (religious prayer quorum), fasting on Yom Kippur,
leading the congregation in prayer or wearing tefillin.

Therefore, becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is certainly an
important life-cycle event.  In secular terms, this point in
a teen’s life, often marks enormous growth and maturity
reflected by several years of study and practice before the
special day.  Combined with the responsibility of Jewish
adulthood, this event often brings an overwhelming
wave of emotion to parents and close relatives.
This event is marked by participation in services, reading
the Torah and leading the congregation in prayer.  After
the service, it is customary to celebrate with a special
meal to commemorate the mitzvah.  Over time, the
party, or simcha, has evolved. This is a way for families
to celebrate a rite of passage, as well as bring extended
families together to reunite for a joyous celebration.
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Reception Ideas
Your choice of reception style, location, and time will depend upon personal preference, family needs,
local customs, budget and availability. Do not worry too much about pleasing others - you and your
family must be comfortable with the arrangements. Here are just a few variants and ideas to discuss:

Kiddush Luncheon
at the Synagogue: 
This is probably the least expensive way to offer a cele-
bratory meal away from home. It can be catered, or bring
in platters prepared by you or some helpers (Note: This
will not be allowed in facilities where kashrut is
observed) . This can also be offered in addition to a more
formal evening affair or a kids-only party.

Reception at the Synagogue: 
Check to see if your Synagogue has adequate facilities
and staff to accommodate your needs. Some Synagogues
also have rules regarding kashrut, caterers, entertain-
ment, photography, flowers and more. Consult with the
Synagogue staff.

Non-Traditional 
Reception Sites:
- Community Center or Conference Center
- Social hall or Historic mansion
- Country club  (even if you don’t belong)
- Boats and yachts
- Museum or Zoo
- Elegant restaurants
- Theme restaurants

Kiddush Luncheon 
at a Restaurant: 
Can be very reasonably priced, particularly if it is
customary to invite all congregants to a Kiddush
luncheon at the synagogue.

Reception at a Hotel: 
This is often desirable, afternoon or evening, when many
guests from out-of-town are expected. Ask about room
rates and room blocks to reserve. Remember, too, the
in-town guests who have to find the hotel and park,
so make the location accessible. 

Home Reception: 
Yes, it’s less expensive. But remember the extra work, the
clean-up, the wear and tear - and you can’t walk away
from it after the party! Still, lovely home receptions have
been done. Consider services such as a caterer, party
planner, entertainers, coat check and clean-up help so
you can be a guest at your own party.

Kids-Only Party: 
Usually held in conjunction with a Kiddush luncheon,
this can be held anywhere your Bar/Bat Mitzvah and you
agree upon. Arcades, zoos, pools, amusement parks,
kids’ museums, theme restaurants, bowling alleys, sports
centers, and skating rinks all are appropriate locations.
Some have food, some you’ll need to bring. A D.J.,
entertainer, or inflatable attraction can add to the fun
and please everyone.

Reception at a Catering Hall: 
These are often beautifully decorated and well-run,
because that is their only business. Ask about packages
that include other  services (flowers, decorations,
videography, etc.) that you may want or need.

(Renaissance Plantation,see ad, Inside Front Cover)
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You may want to ask the following
questions when inquiring about facilities:
1. How much do you charge for children’s meals and what is the age range?
2. What is the price of limited bar versus open bar and the price for

non-alcoholic beverages?
3. Do you serve buffet style or plated meals, and the prices for each?
4. Do you have any upcoming renovations planned?
5. Is your facility handicap accessible? What about accessibility of outdoor facilities,

such as a gazebo, garden, or patio?
6. What colors are available for table linens and chair covers?

Are additional colors/styles available?
7. Are additional rooms available for teens /children / entertainment, or for a bridal

room for the wedding party? Is there a private room for family or bridal portraits?
8. Are packages available that include flowers, photos, decorations, invitations, etc.?
9. What restrictions are there for decorations, entertainment, and outside catering

options? Are cakes/desserts allowed from outside? Is there limited electric
or lighting available?

10. Is there a coat room with an attendant? Is there valet parking or convenient,
onsite parking spaces?

• Alliyot is the plural of alliyah. One person is assigned one alliyah. The family of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah (or the groom, at an Ufruf) may get to assign several alliyot. It means
to come to the Torah and recite the blessings before and after a section of the Torah is
read (b’rachot).  An honor is a non-speaking part. The chosen person performs the
honor, for example, they may open or close the Ark or dress the Torah. 

• Ask the Rabbi or Cantor how many alliyot you will be allowed. Consult with your
rabbi or cantor regarding participation of non-Jewish friends and relatives.

• Ask about any restrictions or limitations before you approach anyone to perform an
honor or alliyah.

• Attend other Bar/Bat Mitzvah services at your synagogue to see how others do it.
• Always ask relatives and friends if they would like to participate, but let them know it’s

okay to say no. Those who say yes will be truly honored, and the others will avoid what
they may feel is uncomfortable.

• Check with the Rabbi for written instructions, Hebrew and English transliteration, and
even English prayers.

Honors and Alliyot

http://www.bbsoomiami.org


Many congregations allow, even encourage, cre-
ation of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah booklet or program
for the service. This is compiled and produced by
the family for distribution to congregants and
guests by the ushers, or inserted into prayer
books. It can have a variety of unique features
aimed at relatives and friends, guests, congre-
gants, non-Jewish guests, and so on. Here are
some examples:  

• A short description of the worship 
service as conducted at your synagogue,

• A brief explanation of the meaning of a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, event or an essay by the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah on the meaning of the day
to him/her,

• Poems or special readings,
• A discussion of the current parasha,

or Torah portions,
• A list or description of the mitzvot 

performed by the Bar/Bat Mitzvah,

• Comments from close relatives,
• Photographs of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Be creative, but check with your Rabbi first
before making copies to distribute. 

• Deborah Burman Carasso, of Unique
Invitations, (1-877-837-9122) explains how
a program was used for a Havdalah/
Hanukkah Bar Mitzvah: “[The program]
explained to guests the order of the service,

the Haftarah portion, what it means, honors
given, page numbers to follow, explanations
of the Mitzvah Project, what Hanukkah and
Havdalah service is along with what the
spice bags are for, thanks to people who
have made this day happen...On the back
had the directions for the dreidel game. It
made non-Jewish guests feel much more
comfortable now that they knew what was
going on.”And it serves as a wonderful
keepsake of the special day!

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Booklet
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When Choosing a Caterer...
If you would like to hold your reception at the Synagogue or a hall, you will likely hire a
professional catering company. Catering at your site offers maximum flexibility
(casual, elegant, plated, stations, etc.) and includes silverware, set-up and clean-up. 
Ask about specialty diets such as Kosher, vegetarian, diabetic, etc. Is there a separate
children's’menu? What about leftovers? How does the staff dress? Is gratuity included?
When is the final count and final payment due? Look for both great food and
presentation–visually appealing dishes are an elegant part of the decor. Get a written
contract that lists all the details, including menu, services provided, equipment to be 
used, financial information, dates, times and personnel to be included. It should have 
a guarantee and cancellation policy.
Check our web site for more tips on Catering and Kosher Food:
www.bnaimitzvahguide.com.

of South Florida

Vaad HaKashrus of Miami
(Kosher Miami) 
Miami, FL 
786-390-6620 
Rabbi Yehuda Kravitz,
Administrator 

The Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations
(OU) 
New York, NY 
(212) 563-4000
Rabbi Menachem
Genack, Rabbinic
Administrator 

http://www.cateringbydavid.com
http://www.toojays.com/
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The word “kosher” describes foods that
meet the requirements of “kashrut,” which
means fit or proper (www.jewfaq.org).
This definition is fitting as planning a
kosher reception requires finding what
kosher certification or rules are fit and
proper for your party. 
The ideas and reasons behind kosher laws
have various interpretations.  Rabbi
Mordechai Becher explains, in an “Ask the
Rabbi” segment AT ohr.edu that, “The most
obvious idea behind kashrut is self-control
and discipline.” He describes a story in
which his five-year-old son removes his
desire for a candy bar after the simple
explanation that the candy bar is not
kosher.  Rabbi Becher suggests there are
few other reasons that will stop desire. In
the end of the segment, Rabbi Becher
sums up the topic well with, “The laws of
kashrut allow us to enjoy the pleasures of
the physical world, but in such a way that
we sanctify and elevate the pleasure
through consciousness and sensitivity.
Kashrut recognizes that the essential
human need is not food, drink or comfort,
but meaning.”
General kosher rules suggest that certain
animals are forbidden, namely shellfish

and pork. The animal must be a ruminant
and have split hooves.  Meat preparation is
specific as butchers must have formal
training in Jewish law.  The butchers must
kill the animals quickly to inflict the last
amount of pain.  In addition, the butchers
must drain all the blood, which is often
done through salting.  The animal or bird
must not have any injuries, diseases or
irregularities. Meat and dairy cannot mix,
including the utensils.  Kosher kitchens
must have separate dishwashers and plates
for serving meat and dairy separately.  For
wine to be kosher, the winemaker must be
Jewish.  Most hard cheeses are not kosher
as rennet, an enzyme in cheese, is not
kosher.  
Rabbis at kosher certification companies
interpret these rules to create their own
general standard for restaurants, caterers,
or foods labeled with their symbol.  These
companies often use the letters to differen-
tiate which foods are dairy and meat (“D”
for dairy, “M” for meat and “P” for pareve,
which means the food is neutral).  
Likewise, individuals interpret Jewish law
based on what they deem fitting.  Some
followers maintain a strict diet of certified
kosher foods. Those who follow the law

less-strictly may eat only kosher ingredi-
ents, but not require that the ingredients
be certified kosher.  There are even some
people who keep kosher in the house, but
if they go out to dinner they will mix meat
and dairy, or eat shellfish.  Of course, there
may be many different combinations of the
three.  
When selecting a caterer and a certification
company, which often goes hand in hand,
first consider your own requirements.
Having some, but not all, kosher meals is
an option.  If you decide on a kosher recep-
tion because of specific guests, consult
with them before selecting a certain com-
pany or caterer.  Oakleaf Catering Group in
Baltimore, MD, suggests that some people
opt for their kosher catering solely because
of a family member.
Research the caterers offering kosher-certi-
fied parties and find one that fits your and
your guests’ needs. 

Kosher Food Basics By Matt Tucker

http://bouercateringgroup.com/services.html


We just received our  child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah
date, what is the first thing we should do?
After speaking with your B’nai Mitzvah committee chair
or coordinator about Synagogue rules, or consulting writ-
ten policies and guidelines, discuss with your family the
type of party everyone wants and what the budget will
allow. Then start looking at photographers and the hall.
These two services seem to need more time to secure.
Check the Planning Time Table on page 11.
How much will we, as parents, be asked to par-
ticipate on the Bimah during the service?
This question will have to be answered by your Rabbi or
Synagogue staff. Depending on the Synagogue, some
parents will make a speech, bless their child, or partici-
pate in the service. This is truly an honor and a pleas-
ure–don’t let stage fright ruin this precious moment. 
Should we choose an evening affair or an
afternoon kiddish luncheon?
Certainly, this will be a topic of discussion for the entire
family.  Often the choice has to do with how many out-
of-town relatives you expect, the amount of money you
want to spend, the size of the affair, and many other vari-
ables. Generally, it is more expensive to have an evening
simcha, but an evening affair lends itself to a more for-
mal atmosphere. You may want to offer a kiddish lunch-
eon after the service for your guests or the entire congre-
gation. In some synagogues, sponsoring a Kiddush
luncheon and/or an Oneg Shabbat on Friday evening is
expected. So, afternoon and evening events are not
mutually exclusive, you could have both. Your family
should discuss what type of public event you want to
sponsor and what role food will play in that event. 
How can we make our non-Jewish friends
feel more comfortable at my Bar/Bat
Mitzvah service?
You may want to explain the service to them ahead of
time. Rules regarding proper etiquette vary by
synagogue, so ask staff or your Rabbi for Synagogue rules
or policies. In some places kippot are required to be worn
by all male visitors, for instance. You could explain that
this does not make your guests Jewish, it is a sign of
respect. Check with your Rabbi to be sure. See the feature
on Bar/Bat Mitzvah Booklet on page 7. Also consult
Jeffrey Salkin’s Putting G-d on the Guest List, which has
an entire section on this subject, or How To Be A Perfect
Stranger: The Essential Religious Handbook, by Arthur

Magida, both for sale on www.bnaimitzvahguide.com.
What type of gift is appropriate for the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah child?
If your child is attending their friend’s affair, generally a 
check in the amount of $36 (double Chai) is a nice gift
(or a multiple of Chai - $18.), depending on how close
the friendship. Some families offer checks, tributes, dona-
tions, or purchase presents, again depending on whether
it is a relative or friend, closeness of the two families, or
how many people are attending from your family.
Religious items, such as menorahs are also nice gifts. 
To what extent can members of other religious
groups participate in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah?
Typically, non-Jews can participate by simply attending,
observing, and following the service. If relatives or close
friends are not Jewish, they are sometimes afforded
non-ritual honors. If you are concerned about involving
a relative or close friend who is not Jewish, consult with
your rabbi to find out what might be possible.
If we can have a Bar Mitzvah on a Saturday, why
can't we get married on Saturday?
Well, you can, but after sunset, when Shabbat is officially
over. The issue isn't Saturday, it is Shabbat (Friday sunset
to Saturday sunset). B'nai Mitzvot are celebrations con-
ducted as part of regular services when the Torah is read
aloud (Saturday morning). Jewish tradition recognizes
that the Thirteen-year-old becomes a Bar/Bat Mitzvah
independent of any celebration. The congregation is part
of the ceremony: a young person takes full responsibility
for their own religious obligations, starting with an
alliyah for the reading of Torah, reciting the Sh'ma, lead-
ing the congregation in prayer, and presentation of D'var
Torah. This coming of age is shared by the Jewish com-
munity and is therefore a public event. One that typically
occurs on Saturday, but can also occur on other days
when the Torah is read. Weddings are private affairs that
do not typically involve an entire congregation. And in
contrast to the happy, celebratory nature of a wedding,
Shabbat is a time for quiet reflection and for rest. A wed-
ding is work, and it involves a legal contract, themes not
suited for Shabbat. It is therefore rare to find a Rabbi who
will marry a couple on Shabbat. Saturday after dark is OK,
but Sunday is by far the most popular day for Jewish
weddings, especially during the Summer when dusk on
Saturday is so late.

Visit us online at www.bnaimitzvahguide.com10

• Taste the food first before signing a contract
with the caterer.

• Remind your DJ/band that some songs may not be 
appropriate or some lyrics may not be desirable.

• Prepare lists for the DJ/band, photographer/videographer,
and caterer (i.e. Alliyot honorees, which guests to photo-
graph, candle lighting sayings, agenda etc.)

• Include in your contract, DJ/bands and photographer’s
arrival time for the reception. You could have a big 
problem if these key people are late.

• Design a travel packet for your out-of-town guests with
directions, rental car information, sights to see, etc.

• Make sure your vendors have experience with
the type of event you are planning.

• Consider not serving liquor. Children may try to sneak it,
guests will be driving home, and it can be expensive.

• Be prepared for “no shows,” it always happens.
• The dance floor size is important. People need lots of

room to dance the “Horah” and other popular favorites.
• Use a loose-leaf binder to organize all your

contracts, vendors, and service providers.
• Have a family discussion about the type of party you 

will have. Choose the kind of affair that suits your 
budget and taste and not others’.

• Don’t forget to book a block of rooms for out-of-town
guests. The worst thing would be unavailability of 
rooms on your weekend due to a holiday or big 
conference/wedding planned for the same time.

• You could arrange to have welcome baskets delivered 
to the hotel rooms of your out-of-town guests.

• Hire a party planner!
• Slouch socks are nice to offer to the girls, they like to 

kick off their shoes and dance comfortably.
• Be sure to check accessibility of hotel or reception choice

for your disabled or elderly guests.
• Start checking the post office for stamps that could

match envelopes for color or theme.
• Order extra invitations for welcome board, memory

books, and framing.
• Order Thank You notes at the same time you order 

invitations.
• You can use cover stock (heavy-weight paper) from art

stores and your computer to create beautiful, inexpensive
invitations.

• Place toiletries in restroom of the reception hall for your
guests to use (Please check with the facility owner/man-
ager before you do this).

Words of Wisdom 
From Parents
Who’ve “Been There”
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Getting married?

See page 13...

2 Years Before the Event
• Obtain date from Temple/Synagogue.
• Set your budget.
• Decide on the type of event you want

(day, evening, formal etc.).
• Estimate number of guests

and book reception hall or caterer.
• Book the photographer/videographer.

1 1/2 Years Before the Event
• Book the DJ/band.
• Decide on your party theme and color scheme.

6-12 Months Before the Event
• Your child will start formal lessons/training
• Talk to florists about prices and floral designs.
• Decide on centerpieces/balloon designs.
• Start looking at invitation designs and prices.

6-8 Months Before the Event
• Book a hotel block for out-of-town guests.
• Start clothes shopping.
• Send out “Save the Date” reminders

3-6 Months Before the Event
• Order or design your sign-in board and guest book.
• Order favors.
• Order yarmulkes.
• Order your invitations.

3 Months Before the Event
• Finalize guest list.
• Make a hotel packet for out-of-towners.
• Try to make your final selections on

clothing and accessories.
• Buy stamps.
• Have completely assembled invitations

weighed to ensure correct postage.
• Find a calligrapher.

6-8 Weeks Before the Event
• Mail the invitations.
• Make up a song list for the DJ/band.
• Make appointments with florists/balloonist

and place your order.

1 Month before the Event
• Make hair stylist and manicure appointments.

• Have final fittings done for clothing.
• Arrange catering for brunch.

2-3 Weeks before the Event
• Choose people for Alliyot and honors.
• Choose the people to be honored for the

candle lighting ceremony and write poems.
• Meet with the DJ/band and make sure they know

the candle lighting songs.
• Do guest seating arrangements and

send to the reception hall.
• Order the food for Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat.
• Make sure the arrangements are complete with

centerpieces, balloons, sign-in board, etc.
• Write prayers or speeches.
• Send final instructions to photographer/videographer.
• Pay all Synagogue fees.

1 Week before the Event
• Take formal pictures and pictures on Bimah.
• Meet with the caterer to finalize guest count.
• Make arrangements to get your guests

from the airport to the hotel.
• Confirm your brunch arrangements.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Timetable
Start Planning Early! 

Tell everyone you found it in B’nai Mitzvah & Jewish Weddings™ 11
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It’s a Matter of
Dollars and Sense
Need to stay within budget? Here are some
tips to help stretch your dollars:

Sample Budget Form
Note: Include tax and tips in all expenses

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Cost Cutting Tips
1. Use more traditional style invitations, which tend to be more economical.

Ask your invitation professional to suggest more cost-cutting tips that are
appropriate for your situation.

2. Explore the possibility of using package plans for the entertainment,
photography, and other services.

3. You can decorate and personalize the welcome board and guest book
by using glitter pens and markers.

4. Generally, Saturday is the most expensive day to hold the Simcha. Consider your
child becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah on another day when the Torah is read.

5. Favors can be bought at gift or toy stores. Personalize them with labels created
on your computer or they can be personalized/monogrammed where purchased.

6. Consider an afternoon Kiddush luncheon which may be less expensive
than an evening reception.

7. Chicken dishes are usually less costly than beef dishes. 
8. Balloons are usually less costly than flowers.

Wedding Cost Cutting Tips
1. Use more traditional style invitations, which tend to be more economical.

Ask your invitation professional to suggest more cost-cutting tips that are
appropriate for your situation.

2. Avoid serving liquor at the reception, or only serve for limited times. Alternatively, fea-
ture beer, wine, and a champagne fountain. These all cost less than a full open bar.

3. Shop around for the best deal on flowers. Some florists mark up arrangements
that are designated for weddings, a so-called “wedding mark-up”.
Avoid exotic flowers, opting instead for seasonal and regional (local) flowers.

4. Looking for bridal gown bargains? Borrow from a friend or relative, buy one at a
consignment shop, purchase a sample gown, or look at shops further from the
metropolitan area.

5. Avoid wedding dates near holidays when florists, hotels, limousines,
and other services charge a premium.   

6. Avoid oversized invitations and lots of inserts that require extra postage,
and make the response card a post card, which costs less to send.

7. DJ’s are often less expensive than live music. If you are planning several types
of live music, look for a Klezmer band that also plays pop. oldies, swing, etc.
You get two bands for the price of one!

8. Consider a Sunday afternoon luncheon that may be less expensive than an evening
reception.

9. Chicken dishes are usually less costly than beef dishes. Do not assume that
a buffet is cheaper than a served meal–ask for prices on both.

10. Order a small tier cake for photographs and sheet cakes, which cost less, 
to feed guests dessert. 

All-Around Best Advice
1. Shop well in advance for most service to get the best price. Book as early as you

can, since most professionals are forced to raise prices from time to time, you will
lock in a lower price, and some professionals will even offer discounts to book well
in advance. 

2. Especially when money is tight, stay with professionals who KNOW and WANT
your Jewish event business, such as the advertisers in this guide. These are folks
who know all about these events and won’t let you down, and who will cover all
the bases. Pros who otherwise handle only a few Jewish events, or who are doing
you a “favor” may very well forget to include an important, or expensive, extra that
a Jewish event specialist  may be throwing in for free, or be able to arrange at a
nominal cost. And then there is the stress factor resulting from coordinating 
services that are unfamiliar with your type of event. Don’t be “penny wise and
pound foolish”. 

SERVICE
OR VENDOR

ESTIMATED
COST

ACTUAL
COST

DEPOSIT
DUE

BALANCE
DUE

Banquet Hall

Caterer & Bar

DJ/Band

Photography

Videography

Decorations

Invitations /
Postage

Entertainment

Florist

Event Planner

Favors & Gifts

Judaica

Clothing

Cake

Fri. Night
Oneg Shabbat

Sat. Kiddush
Luncheon

Personal
Expenses

Rental Items

Transportation

Morning After
Brunch

Synagogue Fees/
Officiant Fees

TOTAL



At Least 1 Year
• Arrange for all parents to meet
• Work out budget & review with your

parents, if they'll be paying for any
part of the event 

• Interview & hire a wedding consultant
if you are using one 

• Decide on style of wedding 
• Decide who will officiate. Favorite

Rabbis may book up as quickly as
caterers and banquet halls. You will
need to consult this person regarding
many issues throughout your plan-
ning. When necessary, book the syna-
gogue sanctuary or chapel

• Make preliminary guest list & estimate
final party size

• Choose your wedding party
& call them 

• Set wedding date & time
• Pick a caterer, a ceremony & reception

location (if there will be one, for the
engagement party, rehearsal dinner,
after-wedding breakfast). Send a
deposit when necessary

• Book a block of rooms for
out-of-town guests

• Interview & choose photographers,
videographers, florists, musicians,
calligraphers

• Make transportation reservations 
• Make plans & shop for your

honeymoon
• Shop for wedding gown.
• Send a "Save-the-Date" card to

your "A" list guests
10 Months
• Choose a color theme 
• Order wedding gown & accessories

(have plenty of time if something
should go wrong)

• Make up your final guest list
• Go House or Apartment-hunting with

your fiancé. Narrow choices to a few 
9 Months
• Decide what gifts you would like &

register for gifts (china, flatware, etc.)
• Shop for & order invitations,

announcements, programs
& any other printed materials

• Have your engagement party.
Start a "thank you list" & mail
notes as soon as possible 

• Have an engagement picture taken
& submit to newspaper 

• Create schematics for the processional,
recessional, under the chuppah,
reserved seating. Distribute them to
participants

• If you are not having a wedding
consultant, arrange for someone to be
in charge of keeping everyone on
schedule & coaching the processional

• Select guests for honors (e.g., toast,
speech, blessing on bread & wine, one
of the seven blessings, alliyah at the
Ufruf.) 

8 Months
• Discuss wedding attire with mothers

of the bride & groom
• Order your accessory items &

bridesmaid dresses
• Look at tuxedos
7 Months
• Decide on which ketubah text you

want & order a ketubah. Hand
decorated ketubot take the longest
time to prepare.

• If you are buying a home, get serious
about a contract. If you will be
renting, place a deposit

6 Months
• Select guests wedding favors
• Order imprinted yarmulkes.
• Order wedding invitations, programs,

& other stationery
5 Months
• Arrange for tuxedo rentals
• Book your honeymoon
• Included directions, as needed, in

Save-the-date &/or invitations. Take a
trial drive to double check distances &
landmarks

4 Months
• Purchase wedding gifts

(for attendants & fiance)
• Finalize floral arrangements.
• Set hair, make-up, nail, & wax

appointments
• Select a bakery for your wedding cake,

as well as cakes for pre-wedding
receptions & pastries for
after-wedding brunch

• Begin to address invitations or take
final guest list to your calligrapher 

• Select wedding bands. Place an order
• Get change of address cards from post

office & get them ready to mail 
• Decide who will ride with whom &

where people need to be when 
• Prepare programs &/or a wedding

booklet for the wedding & assign one
to distribute them 

• Have the groom select & order
tuxedos for himself, his groomsmen &
the dads. If people are in different
locations, mail the measurements

• Order table cameras. Make or buy a
receptacle for them. Assign someone
the task of collecting the cameras 

3 Months
• Final dress fittings for you & your

bridesmaids
• Finalize cake arrangements
• Write your own vows
• Buy cake knife, toasting glasses, guest

book & garter 
• Pick out associated events clothing.

Remember shoes (ballet slippers, san-
dals) for the reception

• Find a hairdresser & make a test run
with your veil

• Send invitations (double check
postage)(8-10 Weeks)

2 Months
• Get name-change forms for social

security, driver's license, credit cards &
bank. Review documents & make
needed changes (e.g. insurance, lease,
Health Care Proxy, Living Will, etc.)

• Get blood tests & marriage license 
• Make hair & nails appointments very

close to the wedding day
• Finalize menu with caterer
• Review your needs with your photog-

rapher & videographer. List your wed-
ding party, a schedule of events, any
toasts or speeches planned, & any
special photos, memories or candids
you want. It is best not to surprise
these professionals

• Meet with your entertainment (music,
etc.). A schedule of events, favorite
tunes, style of music requested, plus a
list of toasts, speeches, etc. will ensure
that the MC & you coordinate

• Arrange the rehearsal dinner, as well
as other wedding-day-connected par-
ties

1 Month
• Make guest baskets & assign

someone to distribute them 
• Make sure all your groomsmen,

ushers, ringbearer, & fathers have
ordered tuxedos

• Send change-of-address forms
to post office

• Reconfirm all reservations
& accommodations

• Confirm honeymoon plans 
• Start the seating plan for the

reception
3 Weeks Before
• Call guests who have not responded
• Finalize reception seating

arrangements
• Get your marriage license
• Prepare wedding announcement

for the newspaper
• Pick up your wedding bands
• Fill out the table cards or give names

to your calligrapher.
• Put fees & tips in envelopes (officiant,

soloist, maitre d' etc.) & give it to
someone you assign in making the
payments 

• Arrange with someone to bring items
to the wedding venue, such as cake
knife, toasting glasses, programs,
yarmulkes, emergency kit for the
bride, wedding license, ketubah, etc. &
to take them home 

• Arrange for someone to return rentals
(tuxedos, chairs, etc.) 

• Arrange for someone to take your
bouquet & gown "home" put them in
preservation

• Pay all synagogue fees
2 Weeks Before
• Call caterer with final total of guests
• Confirm directions, pickup & drop-off

points with transportation service.
Confirm all other professionals

1 Week
• Create a detailed schedule of your

wedding day activities
• Get a manicure &/or pedicure &/or

other beauty services.
• Pack for your honeymoon
• Confirm post-wedding brunch

arrangements
1 Day
• Get a manicure
• Attend wedding rehearsal
• Pack wedding day emergency kit.

(extra pantihose, safety pins, thread &
needle, steamer, brush & make-up)

• Get a good night's sleep
Your Wedding Day
• Eat a good breakfast
• Have your make-up done
• Have your hair done
• Give yourself lots of ready-time
• Relax & have fun!
After Your
Wedding Day
• Send thank-you’s &/or send gifts to

the special people who made your
wedding "happen."

• Send wedding photo &
announcement to newspaper(s)

Wedding Planning Timetable
Tell everyone you found it in B’nai Mitzvah & Jewish Weddings™ 13
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Decorations
Formal or fanciful, simple or bold, decorations set the mood and tone of a 
party. The Bar/Bat Mitzvah has worked hard to get there, make the 
celebration festive, regardless of your budget!
Table centerpieces usually coordinate with the theme (see page 15).
Linens and napkins could coordinate with color themes, and they make a 
dramatic color statement. Some banquet facilities have a selection of colors, 
but rental centers will have a larger assortment. Consider chair covers, they 
add elegance to the setting.
Check out the decor in your banquet hall or facility. Ask about upcoming 
renovations. Choose colors and decorations that will not clash with the 
surroundings.
Don’t forget about decorations for the buffet tables, gift table, and band/DJ 
area. Clusters  and arches of balloons are an inexpensive and dramatic way 
to add large splashes of color. Decorate tables with inexpensive glitter for a 
festive appearance. Remember to include a table with a sign-in or message 
book, keeping with your theme. An easel with a decorated photo collage or 
for sign-ins (don’t forget some colorful pens!) can add excitement to a 
room entrance and point the way for guests.
A decorated welcome sign on an easel can be a beacon to guests and also 
set the tone of the celebration. Use balloons, cardboard cutouts, flowers, 
enough to identify this as a special time for the child and the guests. 
Decorate baskets filled with favors, socks for younger dancers (the girls 
always seem to take off their shoes), candy, or to place gifts.
Make all your decoration arrangements well in advance. Many vendors will 
gladly deliver and set up for you, if you coordinate with the facility.
Check with your synagogue or facility manager for any restrictions on 
decorations, set-up times, extra cleanup charges, etc. that may apply.

When decorating or choosing a theme for your 
celebration, party stores, centerpiece designing 
services, balloon artists, florists, sign-in boards, 
decorated guest books, and other personalized 
services will be the biggest contributors to a themed 
celebration. Ask them if delivery is included and if
they could design a sample to help you decide.
Also consider some of following, in addition to
themed centerpieces, for a unique touch:
• Special effect lighting, lasers, fog, snow, or Ice Sculptures
• Fireworks or pyrotechnics
• Candle lighting name display
• Sign-in-boards and theme props, like cardboard cut-outs

http://www.photofetti.com
http://www.sorefjcc.org
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Give the Bar/Bat Mitzvah a
Havdalah set of their own to
remember through the years.
Distribute spice bags filled with cloves, which can be
made or purchased. They smell delicious and are given
out just before the Havdalah service begins.
They can be personalized with ribbon.
Use Hanukkah party bags as placecards for the
reception. Fill it with a bear with a kippah and Jewish
star, a golden dreidel and a bag of pareve chocolate
gelt. Tie it with ribbon and attach a gift bag/placecard.
Dress the tables with more dreidels and chocolate gelt. 
Hand make the Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s Tallit. Counted
crosstitch is pretty easy and very nice. Some people
paint on silk which is beautiful also.
Purchase crocheted doilies and decorate them for the
ladies’ head coverings. You’ll love seeing people wearing
them over and over again.

Hanukkah/
Havdalah
Bar Mitzvah
Submitted by
Deborah Burman Carasso,
Unique Invitations
(1-877-837-9122)
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Who Should 
Decide What?

What You Should Decide
The Size and Style of the Reception • Main Menu   

Adult Guest List • How Many Kids • Location & Times
• Professionals to Hire • Horah Music • Decorations

What The Bar/Bat Mitzvah Could Decide
Theme  •  Kids Guest List  • Kids’ Seating Arrangement

Dance Music • Clothing 
• Alternate Entertainment • Candle Lighting Tributes

Decide As A Team
Alliyot and Honor Participants   

Candle Lighting Honorees • Invitations

Background Photo by: 21st Century Photography21st Century Photography

The Great Theme Debate
Whether or not to add a theme to a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebration is not
so much a matter of debate but of
personal preference. If a theme will
detract from your celebration,
forget it! You don’t need one
to have a meaningful spiritual and
family experience.

If a theme will add some fun to your celebration wit
out detracting from the experience, then go for it!
Always consult the Bar/Bat Mitzvah for suggested
themes, but remember, a theme often involves extra
work and expense, so be prepared. Here are a few of
the many possible themes you might use.

Sports Theme
• Use football, baseball, soccer ball-shaped balloons.
• Favors could be personalized balls, rackets, puck’s etc.
• Centerpieces could include miniature “sports” ball

or foam board cut-outs.
• A blow-up of your child’s favorite sports pose.

Television/Movie Themes
(Wizard of Oz, Star Wars, 
Gone With the Wind, etc.)
• Use life-size cardboard stand-ups for

decoration (often found at party stores).
• Name the tables different characters

(placecards could read: Mr./Mrs. Guest are seated
at the Rhett Butler table).

• Movie or TV props could be incorporated into
the centerpieces.

Hollywood Stars Theme
• Your sign-in or welcome board could read:

“Now Appearing” or “The Star of the Show is
(child’s name)” along with a blow-up picture
of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah child.

• Each table could be named for a popular star
i.e., Tom Cruise, John Travolta.

• Centerpieces and namecards could include
a Hollywood theme.

Israeli Theme
• Each table could be named for a different city in Israel.
• Decorations and balloons could be blue and white.
• Israeli flags could be used in

the centerpiece.

Torah Portion
• Lessons from the weekly torah portion come to life! 
• Tables named for figures, tribes, or

places prominent in the weekly reading. 
• Crafts to make include take-home

Israeli-style favors. 
• Create an Israel marketplace with cafe´

tables or pillow areas inside tents like ancient days.
• “Torah” scroll sign-in book
• Klezmer music and Israel dance instructor.

Candy Theme
• Use Hershey® Kiss balloons in

the centerpiece.
• You can give a solid chocolate 6-8 ounce Hershey®

Kiss to your candle lighting honorees.
• Your female guests could receive a chocolate rose.
• Use personalized king-size candy bars as favors

Oscar Party
• Use Oscar-shaped invitations.
• Tables: Medium sized silver bowls filled with

peaches and plums to be used as
centerpieces for each table. (They look very
nice and serve a practical purpose.)

• To entertain your guests before or after the event
play a home made video of the child and his/her
friends as if they are on T.V. by acting like their
favorite actors and directors talking about how
they felt about winning an Oscar.

• Every kid receives miniature Oscar key chains
(found at party store). 

Grand Prix or NASCAR
• Black and white checkered paper on tables

Decorate with checkered flags and red,
white and black balloons. 

• Remote control raceway as an activity Race
posters as souvenirs.

Stroll Down Broadway
• Theatre marque, spotlights and flashing neon

to create atmosphere.
• Each table could be named for a different play.
• Sign–in board with the Bar/Bat Mitzvah on the

cover of a Playbill.

Sim
cha

Tip
!

Stay Connected!
Keep the office, pager, and especially cellular phone
numbers handy on the day of the event for caterers,
party planners, entertainers, photographers, etc.
If something goes wrong, or you have a last
minute change or request, you can easily contact
your vendors. 

http://www.21stcenturyphotography.net/
http://www.21stcenturyphotography.net/
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These listings include Yarmulkes, Tzitzis,
Tallisim, books, etc.as well as jewelry,
portraits, and other mementos to honor
the child’s accomplishments. Many sell
items such as memory books, picture
frames, and music for Bar/Bat Mitzvah
presents. Many Synagogues have a Judaica
shop for you to purchase these items.

http://www.itsawrap.com
http://www.jewishbride.com
http://www.posnackschool.org


While very original invitation wording can
follow almost any pattern, most invitation
messages follow a three-part
construction: 
1. The expression of sentiment followed

by the invitation to attend;
2. Day, time, and place;
3. Invitation to share a luncheon, dinner

or some other simcha with the family,
bride and groom, or B’nai Mitzvah. This
is sometimes expressed on a separate
card, allowing the option to exclude it
in the envelope.

The following are some examples of
the wording of the first portion:

B’nai Mitzvah
• With pride and joy we invite you to

join us (or worship with us) as our
daughter, Michelle Kim, is called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah...

• With special feelings of love
and pride...

• With pride and pleasure...
• With pride and delight and mostly

with love...
• We invite you to share a proud and

special moment as we celebrate with
joy the Bat Mitzvah of our daughter
Rachel on...

• In the tradition of his ancestors our
dear son Phillip Mark will be called to
the Torah (or becomes a Bar Mitzvah)...

• We invite you to share in our joy...
• We invite you to share a special day in

our lives...
• Dorothy and Alan Klein invite you to

share a special moment in their lives
when their son Zachary David is called
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah...

Wedding
• Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Gish request the

honor of your presence at the marriage
of Miss Louise Abrams to their son
Alan Gish on...

• ...request the honor of your presence at
the marriage of their daughter Eileen J.
Gish to Mr. Paul Goldstein on...

• ...will be joined under the chuppah...
• We invite you you join us as we

begin our new life on...

Sample Invitation
Wording

Invitations & Calligraphy
invitatio

ns
&

calligrap
hy
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Order your invitations at least six months
before the event. Check the wording carefully,
you don’t want to inadvertently leave some-
thing out. Ask your friends to show you any
invitations they may have saved to use as a
reference, or examine wording arrangements
in the invitation books. Also, don’t rush the
decision, you may need to look at several
sample books over a period of weeks before
you make up your mind, especially if you
are letting your child help you decide.
Remember to order extra envelopes for
address changes or if a mistake is made.
Hire calligraphy service as soon as the
invitations arrive, to allow plenty of time
for the project to be completed.

mailto:thepapertreedd@aol.com
http://www.marjcc.org
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Music & Entertainment18

This section features DJs, 
Live Bands, Karaoke, 
Vocalists, Magicians, 
and Caricaturists. You 
may want to ask the following
questions when hiring your DJ 
or band:
• Are you familiar with the

Bar/Bat Mitzvah routine and
have you done them before?

• Will you play songs/games
usually seen at these events:
i.e. hoola hoop, dance con-
tests, chicken dance, hokey
pokey?

• What type of music do you
play?

• Do you have a song list?
• How long do you play and

how many breaks do you
take?

• What is the price, deposit
amount,
and when is the balance due?

• Do you have references?

http://www.tabletopraceparties.com
http://www.mygamewars.com
www.levisjcc.org


T
hink about it. There's a “cookie-cutter same-
ness” to most Bar and Bat Mitzvahs and
Jewish weddings. (An hour of hors d'oeuvres,
standard introductions, toasts, the cutting of
the cake, a video montage, etc.)  These are all

important parts of any celebration, but finally, here's a
chance to add something so wonderful, so unique, your
guests will not only appreciate and enjoy it, they'll be heard
saying “Wow, was that special…what a great time we had!”

At the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Too much “Bar” and not enough “Mitzvah” isn’t good for your
“Simcha”. DJ's today can include MTV type dancers at your
party. Bar and Bat Mitzvah themes range from Star Wars to
"Elvis."  These are certainly fun and exciting, but with the
exception of "Uncle Sidney" doing the motzi (the blessing on
the bread), no one would have a clue what they're really
there to celebrate. 
As a result, more and more people are choosing a very “new”
theme lately. It's called “Bar Mitzvah!”What a concept!
Actually, you don't even have to abandon any of your cre-
ative and fun ideas, but to paraphrase the title of Jeffrey K.
Salkin's popular book on Bar Mitzvah's …Don't Forget to
Put G-d on the Guest List!
Whether it's having as a centerpiece a basket of canned
goods to be donated to Sova, or a Klezmer band playing dur-

ing the cocktail reception, there are ways to add some
Jewishness and have fun!  There's also a variety of Jewish
themes such as; The Tree of Life, Jewish Hero's, Israel (com-
plete with a back drop of The Western Wall), or as a design
for each table or food station, famous Synagogues through-
out the world. 
A "Grand Entrance" is also an opportunity to add some tradi-
tion.  Instead of the "typical" entrance, where DJ's announce
the Bar or Bat Mitzvah honoree, programs like The Amazing
Bottle Dancers, (yes…they really dance with bottles of wine
on their hats!) feature authentic Klezmer music, and bring
with them a sense of the old country, as they carry in the Bar
Mitzvah boy high atop their shoulders, or the Bat Mitzvah
girl in on a throne fit for Queen Esther!

At the Wedding
Old-fashioned Jewish weddings are making a come back.
Why not? They're not only filled with beautiful symbolism,
but they can be even more romantic than anything you've
ever imagined. The good news is, it doesn't have to be either
or.  You can have a very contemporary wedding, with the
hottest band or DJ, with just a few touches of tradition as well.  
Let's start with the ceremony. In the old days after the
Sabbath ended, villagers would traditionally walk to the
town square where weddings were held. They accompanied
the bride and groom and their families carrying candles,

which magically lit a beautiful path. It is possible to recreate
this beautiful tradition. Each guest is given a candle upon
leaving the cocktail reception area for the short walk to
where the ceremony is held. It is a beautiful sight to behold,
and works to connect everyone as well. 
Another nod to tradition is to use Klezmer musicians (live or
CD), who always led the procession to the town square in
the Old Country. This brings the unmistakable sound of the
clarinet, violin, accordion, and bass fiddle to fill the air. The
joyous music has the bridal party walking down the isle with
big smiles on their faces, and all of the guests clapping in
time.  What a difference from the formal, graduation-like
march down the isle.
While the reception can include a very contemporary band,
save something special as a prelude to the Horah. A surprise
appearance of The Amazing Bottle Dancers recreates an age-
old tradition celebrated at Weddings. The dancers, with their
black beards, hats and robes performed a spectacular dance
that today could only be described as a cross between Cirque
Du Soleil and Zorba, the Greek.
The important thing to remember as you plan your event is
to avoid sameness by adding some unique touches. Make
sure your wedding is everything you want it to be and more.
Fill it with beauty, romance, love and at least a few 
surprises…and by the way, a little tradition.

At Your Celebration, Don’t Forget…
A Little Tradition Never Hurts!
by Michael Pasternak, creator of The Amazing Bottle Dancers, www.bottledancers.com (See our display ad, this page) 

Music & EntertainmentTell everyone you found it in B’nai Mitzvah & Jewish Weddings™ 19

http://bottledancers.com


Visit us online at www.bnaimitzvahguide.com
no

ve
lt

ie
s

&
fa

vo
rs

Novelties & Favors20

Some families give customized items or
favors to the children attending the reception
portion of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. This section
includes ideas for give-aways, contest prizes,
and supplies. Wedding guests are usually
treated to a favor or memento, as well as
special gifts for the bridal party.
Alternate Entertainment
Alternate entertainment is great for entertaining youngsters while
adults are eating and socializing.
Set up a separate area or room for alternative entertainers,
such as those listed under the Novelties/Favors section.
Plan your entertainment around the ages of the children attending. 
Lots of younger cousins or siblings may enjoy an activity in which they can
participate.
Alternate entertainers may be perfect for synagogues that do allow 
outside music on Shabbat.
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! • Personalized Sport Bottles
• Imprinted Boxer Shorts
• Personalized Balls or

Sports Equipment
• Monogrammed

or Imprinted Towels
• Keychains
• Personalized Fortune

Cookies
• Customized Wrapped Candy

Bars
• Photo Favors
• Custom Playing Cards
• Caricatures
• Imprinted T-Shirts
• Bracelets for Jewish Pride

Hint: Photo Favors Vendor and Caricature Artists at your party
are great entertainment, as well as a source of favors.
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! Alternate Entertainment
Alternate entertainment is great for entertaining
youngsters while adults are eating and socializing.
• Set up a separate area or room for alternative entertainers, 

such as those listed under the Novelties/Favors section.
• Plan your entertainment around the ages of the children  

attending. Lots of younger cousins or siblings may enjoy an 
activity in which they can participate.

• Alternate entertainers may be perfect for synagogues that do 
allow outside music on Shabbat.

Great Favor Ideas

http://www.bnaimitzvahguide.com/cameras
www.tsnd.org


http://www.funtasticphotofavors.com


The Candle
Lighting
Ceremony
There is no historical or religious prece-
dent, commandment, or even special
religious meaning to the candle lighting
ceremony at a Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebra-
tion.  Nevertheless, it has quickly
become a custom at Bar/Bat Mitzvah
simchas here in America, and for good
reason. It allows the Bar or Bat Mitzvah
to personally honor and connect with
loved ones or special friends, or pay trib-
ute to an absent or departed relative
who is missed. It is sometimes hard for
eyes to stay dry during these moments
and is often the most cherished part of a 
magical event.
Thirteen candles are often used; some-
times an extra one is added for good
luck (or to squeeze another honor in). A
poem, speech or short statement is read
calling the honoree to the table where
they light the next candle with the pre-
vious one or assist the Bar/Bat Mitzvah
with this. These are often special
moments and flashes click and video
rolls. Music is sometimes played while

the honorees make their way to the
table, and this is usually carefully 
coordinated with the DJ or bandleader
well ahead of time.
Candles are usually tall (nine inch)
tapers, sometimes shorter. They can be
set into or (more likely) behind a cake.
Some families construct candle lighting
boards. This can be a painted or decorat-
ed foam board with candle holders, the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s name, or it could be
an elaborate set piece. Make sure it is
not so tall that it blocks people behind it
or that it has any decorations close
enough to the candles to catch fire. Also,
check with Synagogue rules on candle
lighting, if the simcha will be held there.
Some synagogues prohibit candle light-
ing on Shabbat or for safety reasons. You
might then substitute toasts, presenta-
tion of flowers or hand-made crafts,
trees planted in Israel, or some other
unique way of recognizing loved ones.

10. Get inspired. Think
about an anecdote or
personal trait that makes
this person special to you
and write it down.
9. Make poems that are 
4-8 lines.
Too few will be hard to convey your 
message and too many might bore your
audience. 
8. Try to keep each poem
the same length.
You don't want Grandma to be upset that
she got 4 lines when Uncle Bill got 8.
7. If you are having 
trouble finding a word to
rhyme with another word,
you can either pick a dif-
ferent word (like choosing
"great" instead of "good"
or "sweet" instead of
"nice") or try going to
www.rhymezone.com. 

It is a great rhyming dictionary on-line
that comes in handy for those tough to
rhyme words. 
6. Try to make the first line
rhyme with the second
line and the third line
rhyme with the fourth
line.
It's an AABBCCDD pattern that makes it
simpler to read and find a rhyming word.
5. If you know who you
want to call up to light
the candle, find a word
that rhymes with their
name.
(Like I am never alone) and end the line
with "Come on up Uncle Bill and Aunt
Joan". 
1. Most important, just
remember to have fun
and enjoy your special
day!

Tips for Writing Candle
Lighting Poems
By Jill Starishevsky, The Poem Lady, 646-262-7418,
www.ThePoemLady.com - See our web site for all 
Top 10 Tips: www.bnaimitzvahguide.com

• Keep candle lighting poems/sayings short. Rhymes 
are not necessary, but they can be entertaining and a 
nice touch.

• If you are having trouble developing your own poems,
you may wish to hire a professional. There are  services
that will assist you with finding just the right words.

• Group several lightings together in order to use the same 
song for groups of friends or cousins, like “We are Family”
or the theme from Beaches. This will help the DJ/band 
transition between the candle lighters. Your Master of Ceremonies
may need these song selections several days before the event.

• Some families offer a small token gift or something personalized to each
honoree.

• You could plant a tree in  Israel for each of the honorees and hand them the
certificate when they are called to light a candle.

• Some families light a candle in memory of a recently deceased
relative or a close relative/guest who could not be there that day.

Check out these
additional
Candle Lighting
Tips:

22 Visit us online at www.bnaimitzvahguide.com

Photo by: Doyle Productions

http://www.thepoemlady.com
http://www.doylevideo.com/
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Party & Event Planning24

More and more families rely on party and
event planners to assist them in making the
right decisions, ordering goods and supplies,
hiring disc jockeys, bands, and other services.
Some party planners may offer to design and
make all of the decorations. They may charge
a flat fee for planning the affair and then
charge an hourly rate to coordinate the
event. Some offer an hourly rate for all
their services.

EXPOS & SHOWCASES
Coming to Your Area
Milestones Party Planning
Expo
Sunday, October 30, 2011 
11:30 am -3:30 pm
Renaissance Plantation Hotel
1230 South Pine Island Rd. 
Plantation, FL 
1-877-856-5490
www.bnaimitzvahguide.com
JCC North Wellness Expo
Sunday, January 8, 2012
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Hilton Garden Inn,
3503 Kyoto Gardens Drive, 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

The 2nd Annual JCC North
Wellness Expo will offer free
health and wellness lectures,
free health screenings, as well as
wellness information for all ages
with a special focus on women
and children. For more informa-

tion contact Diana Barnes at
561-712-5276 or email
DianaB@JCConline.com.
12th Annual Jewish
Lifestyle Show
Date TBD: 2012 
11:00 am -3:00 pm
Call for more information
954-721-5660
www.jewishbride.com
Party Showcase
Sunday, April 22, 2012
7:00 am -4:00 pm
Temple Beth Emet
Cooper City, FL  
954-680-1882
Party Showcase
Date TBD: September 2012
B’nai Aviv Of Weston
Weston, FL
954-384-8265

http://www.yourjewishspeech.com
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Banquet Facilities &
Hotels
Bouer Catering Group
Parent Company for:
Haute Cuisine, Bon Appetit &
B’Tay Avon
4807 S. Flamingo Rd.
Cooper City, FL
954-689-0110
www.bouercateringgroup.com
(see our display ad, page 9)
We are a full service catering company. 
We offer Glatt Kosher & Glatt Kosher style 
catering cuisine. We have four beautiful 
venues & offer off-site catering at the 
location of your choice.

Catering at Inverrary
3840 Inverrary Blvd
Lauderhill, FL
954-731-9222
www.cateringbydavid.com
(see our display ad, page 8)
Perfect for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings.
Country club setting. View our website at
www.cateringbydavid.com. Check out our
packages under wedding or celebration.

Hard Rock Cafe
2 Locations:

One Seminole Way
Hollywood, FL
954-315-9112
www.hardrock.com/hollywoodfl

and
401 Biscayne Blvd.
Miami, FL
305-377-3110
www.hardrock.com/miami

(see our display ad, page 3)
Creating authentic experiences that rock. Your
number one destination where all your guests
will be treated like rock stars.

Hyatt Regency Bonaventure
Conference Center & Spa
250 Racquet Club Rd.
Weston, FL
954-349-5778
www.bonaventure.hyatt.com
(see our display ad, page 7)
Celebrate your special day at Hyatt! We offer
unique indoor and outdoor space.

Renaissance Fort Lauderdale -
Plantation Hotel
1230 S. Pine Island Rd.
Plantation, FL
954-308-4503
www.renaissanceplantation.com
(see our display ad, Inside Front Cover)
Extraordinary events call for extraordinary
places. At the Renaissance Fort Lauderdale -
Plantation Hotel, we create visions of flawless
Fort Lauderdale wedding receptions, Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, or special occasions. Our certified
planners will help you create the perfect
ambience for your Plantation Florida event!

TooJay’s Gourmet Deli
13 South Florida locations
561-472-0560 or 1-866-880-3354
www.toojays.com
(see our display ad, page 8) 
With 30 years experience as restaurant and
catering professionals, TooJay’s is the perfect
choice for your celebration; whether a simple
reception or an elaborate buffet.

Catering
Note: Caterers who also have banquet
facilities are indicated by an asterisk (*)

*Bouer Catering Group
Parent Company for:
Haute Cuisine, Bon Appetit &
B’Tay Avon
4807 S. Flamingo Rd.
Cooper City, FL
954-689-0110
www.bouercateringgroup.com
(see our display ad, page 9)
We are a full service catering company. 
We offer Glatt Kosher & Glatt Kosher style 
catering cuisine. We have four beautiful 
venues & offer off-site catering at the 
location of your choice.

*Catering at Inverrary
3840 Inverrary Blvd
Lauderhill, FL
954-731-9222
www.cateringbydavid.com
(see our display ad, page 8)
Perfect for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings.
Country club setting. View our website at
www.cateringbydavid.com. Check out our
packages under wedding or celebration.

*Hard Rock Cafe
2 Locations:

One Seminole Way
Hollywood, FL
954-315-9112
www.hardrock.com/hollywoodfl

and
401 Biscayne Blvd.
Miami, FL
305-377-3110
www.hardrock.com/miami

(see our display ad, page 3)
Creating authentic experiences that rock. Your
number one destination where all your guests
will be treated like rock stars.

*TooJay’s Gourmet Deli
13 South Florida locations
561-472-0560 or 1-866-880-3354
www.toojays.com
(see our display ad, page 8) 
With 30 years experience as restaurant and
catering professionals, TooJay’s is the perfect
choice for your celebration; whether a simple
reception or an elaborate buffet.

Decorations &
Theme Design
Magical Plan-It Events
757 SE 17th St., #290
Fort Lauderdale, FL
954-662-7777 or 1-888-765-2996
www.magicalplan-it.com
(see our display ads, pages 5 & 25)
Magical Plan-It Events is a full-service event
planning company. Our services include 
planning, staffing, heater rentals, consulting, 
security, management, lighting, and more.

Photofetti
Serving Nationwide
1-866-496-3168
www.photofetti.com
(see our display ad, page 14)
Turn your photos into confetti! Visit our 
website to learn many creative and unique
ways to use Photofetti to make your event

memorable and personalized.

Power Parties DJ’s & Lighting
4990 SW 52 St. #208
Davie, FL
954-530-6136
www.powerparties.com
(see our display ad, page 1)
Power Parties is a full service event 
production company serving South Florida 
for over 20 years.

Giftware & Judaica
It’s a Wrap
3730 West Gardena Ave.
Weston, FL
954-600-3397
www.itsawrapstore.com
www.itsawrapstoreonline.com
(see our display ad, page 16)
Party favors, gifts & accessories for all Mitzvot.

Jewish Bride & More!
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Guide
Tamarac, FL
954-721-5660 or 1-800-864-1390
www.jewishbride.com
(see our display ad, page 16)
Beautiful Judaic items for your Bar/Bat
Mitzvah! Tallis, Yarmulke, Sign-In Books,
Tefillin, and Torah Yaad. Free Embroidery of
Hebrew name on Tallis Bag.

The Paper Tree
Invitations & Accessories 
Coral Springs & Weston
By Appointment Only
954-309-6721
(see our display ad, page 17)
The Paper Tree specializes in INVITATIONS 
and ACCESSORIES from simple to extravagant
for everyone’s tastes and budget for Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, Weddings and all other occasions. 
Our services include Invitations, Envelope
Calligraphy, Custom Programs, Place Cards,
Table Cards, Yarmulkes, Napkins, Guest 
Towels, Sign–In Books & Boards and every-
thing you would need for your next event…
a ONE STOP SHOP. 

Invitations & Calligraphy
The Poem Lady
New York, NY 
646-262-7418
www.thepoemlady.com
(see our display ad, page 22)
Need a poem, but haven’t the time. 
The Poem Lady can create the perfect rhyme. 
Bar or bat mitzvah or wedding shower. 
Let her make you the toast of the hour.

The Paper Tree
Invitations & Accessories 
Coral Springs & Weston
By Appointment Only
954-309-6721
(see our display ad, page 17)
The Paper Tree specializes in INVITATIONS 
and ACCESSORIES from simple to extravagant
for everyone’s tastes and budget for Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, Weddings and all other occasions. 
Our services include Invitations, Envelope
Calligraphy, Custom Programs, Place Cards,
Table Cards, Yarmulkes, Napkins, Guest 
Towels, Sign–In Books & Boards and every-
thing you would need for your next event…
a ONE STOP SHOP. 

Music & Entertainment
BANDS & DJS

Amazing Bottle Dancers
Florida & Nationwide
1-800-716-0556
www.bottledancers.com
(see our display ad, page 19)
Loved by all ages & we work with any theme,
Great addition to your DJ/Band. Spectacular
grand entrances. Visit bottledancers.com to
see our amazing videos.

Power Parties DJ’s & Lighting
4990 SW 52 St. #208
Davie, FL
954-530-6136
www.powerparties.com
(see our display ad, page 1)
Power Parties is a full service event 
production company serving South Florida 
for over 20 years.

OTHER ENTERTAINMENT

Amazing Bottle Dancers
Florida & Nationwide
1-800-716-0556
www.bottledancers.com
(see our display ad, page 19)
Loved by all ages & we work with any theme,
Great addition to your DJ/Band. Spectacular
grand entrances. Visit bottledancers.com to
see our amazing videos.

GameWars
Serving South Florida
1-877-293-1436
www.mygamewars.com
(see our display ad, page 18)
GameWars brings the party to you! Make your
Bar/Bat Mitzvah the most talked about party
by having video games. We host events on
Xbox 360 and Wii station featuring all the
hottest games available.

Table Top Race Parties
Coral Springs, FL
954-876-9711
www.tabletopraceparties.com
(see our display ad, page 18)
Table Top Race Parties will bring the excite-
ment of racing to your event with a 6 lane
computer managed mobile slot car race track.

Novelties & Favors
Funtastic PhotoFavors 
Serving South Florida
561-306-3700 or 1-866-793-3774
www.funtasticphotofavors.com
(see our display ad, page 21)
Funtastic Photo Favors is your one stop shop
for all your MITZVAH needs! Photo favors are
always a HIT and our most popular package!
Green Screen Photos-choose your favorite
background, Magazine Covers, Flip books,
New Andy Warhol prints, New Candy box
photos, New Elegant frames, Air Brush
Tattoos, t-shirts, sweat shirts and hats. CASI-
NO TABLES, CARNIVAL GAMES, WAX HANDS,
AND MUCH MORE! Check us out on Facebook
at Funtastic Photofavors. Serving Florida since
2002-hundreds of referrals-Licensed and
insured-SATISFACTION GUARANTEED !
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GameWars
Serving South Florida
1-877-293-1436
www.mygamewars.com
(see our display ad, page 18)
GameWars brings the party to you! Make your
Bar/Bat Mitzvah the most talked about party
by having video games. We host events on
Xbox 360 and Wii station featuring all the
hottest games available.

It’s a Wrap
3730 West Gardena Ave.
Weston, FL
954-600-3397
www.itsawrapstore.com
www.itsawrapstoreonline.com
(see our display ad, page 16)
Party favors, gifts & accessories for all Mitzvot.

Jewish Bride & More!
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Guide
Tamarac, FL
954-721-5660 or 1-800-864-1390
www.jewishbride.com
(see our display ad, page 16)
Beautiful Judaic items for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah!
Tallis, Yarmulke, Sign-In Books, Tefillin, and
Torah Yaad. Free Embroidery of Hebrew name
on Tallis Bag

Mazel Tov Favors.com
Nationwide
1-800-485-4461
www.mazeltovfavors.com
www.lolasbigday.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
We specialize in imprinted Bar/Bat Mitzvah
items. From 50-200, boxers to keychains. We
provide personalized attention. Call 24/7.
Mention our ad in this magazine and receive
a 10% discount.

Photofetti
Serving Nationwide
1-866-496-3168
www.photofetti.com
(see our display ad, page 14)
Turn your photos into confetti! Visit our 
website to learn many creative and unique
ways to use Photofetti to make your event
memorable and personalized.

Simcha Shots!
1-877-856-5490
www.bnaimitzvahguide.com/cameras
(see our display ad, page 20)
When was the last time you were at a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah and saw a special moment and 
didn’t have a camera to capture it? Simcha
Shots solves that! Place one on each table. 
Or give to guests for take-home party favors. 

Table Top Race Parties
Coral Springs, FL
954-876-9711
www.tabletopraceparties.com
(see our display ad, page 18)
Table Top Race Parties will bring the excite-
ment of racing to your event with a 6 lane
computer managed mobile slot car race track.

Officiants & Lessons
All Peoples Synagogue
Rabbi Frank
305-861-5554, 954-796-0409
561-395-8979 or 1-877-4A-RABBI
www.rabbionline.com
(see our display ad, page 23)
“A Rabbi For All Occasions”. Jewish &
Interfaith Marriages - Will co-officiate with all
clergy, Bar/Bat Mitzvah - Personalized tutor-
ing, Introduction to Judaism - One day con-
versation seminars, Baby Naming Ceremonies
and Funeral, Memorial & Unveiling Services.

Rabbi Barry Silver
Congregation L’Dor Va-Dor
Private office: 
1200 S. Rogers Cir., Ste. 8
Boca Raton, FL
561-483-6900 or 561-302-1818
(see our display ad, page 11)
Welcoming people of all backgrounds, levels
of observance, cultures and interfaith families.
Ceremonies available in our synagogue or in
the location of your choice. Creative, sincere
and joyous ceremonies tailored to your beliefs
and level of observance. Se habla Español.
Contact me at barryboca@aol.com. 

Party & Event
Planning
Castle Computer Technologies
973-847-0147
www.castlecomputer.com
(see our display ad, Inside Back Cover)
Easy to use party planning software. Track
guests, RSVPs, table seating, etc. Keep all your
important data in one safe place. Print envelopes,
mailing labels, place cards and more!

Magical Plan-It Events
757 SE 17th St., #290
Fort Lauderdale, FL
954-662-7777 or 1-888-765-2996
www.magicalplan-it.com
(see our display ads, pages 5 & 25)
Magical Plan-It Events is a full-service event
planning company. Our services include 
planning, staffing, heater rentals, consulting, 
security, management, lighting, and more.

Renaissance Fort Lauderdale -
Plantation Hotel
1230 S. Pine Island Rd.
Plantation, FL
954-308-4503
www.renaissanceplantation.com
(see our display ad, Inside Front Cover)
Extraordinary events call for extraordinary
places. At the Renaissance Fort Lauderdale -
Plantation Hotel, we create visions of flawless
Fort Lauderdale wedding receptions, Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, or special occasions. Our certified
planners will help you create the perfect
ambience for your Plantation Florida event!

The Poem Lady
New York, NY 
646-262-7418
www.thepoemlady.com
(see our display ad, page 22)
Need a poem, but haven’t the time. 
The Poem Lady can create the perfect rhyme. 
Bar or bat mitzvah or wedding shower. 
Let her make you the toast of the hour.

Photo
By:21stCentury

Photograp
hy

Your Jewish Speech
www.yourjewishspeech.com
(see our display ad, page 24)
Let us write your speech! Our speech 
consultants create great speeches for all your
special occasions. You WILL express your
thoughts and share an inspiring Jewish 
message. Our expert and friendly writers will
help you capture your moment. It will leave a
lasting impression on family and friends.

Photography &
Videography
Funtastic PhotoFavors 
Serving South Florida
561-306-3700 or 1-866-793-3774

www.funtasticphotofavors.com
(see our display ad, page 21)
Funtastic Photo Favors is your one stop shop for
all your MITZVAH needs! Photo favors are
always a HIT and our most popular package!
Green Screen Photos-choose your favorite
background, Magazine Covers, Flip books, New
Andy Warhol prints, New Candy box photos,
New Elegant frames, Air Brush Tattoos, t-shirts,
sweat shirts and hats. CASINO TABLES, CARNI-
VAL GAMES, WAX HANDS, AND MUCH MORE!
Check us out on Facebook at Funtastic
Photofavors. Serving Florida since 2002-hun-
dreds of referrals-Licensed and insured-SATIS-
FACTION GUARANTEED !

Florida Marriage 
License Requirements
• Both the bride and groom must apply in person with a valid form of identification
• Both parties must sign a sworn affidavit with both their social security number

and age 
• Supply information of previous marriages, the dates, and why they ended
• All applicants must read the “Family Law Handbook”
• Must take a premarital preparation course to qualify for a license if you are not a

resident of Florida. Taking this course could give you a $30 discount off of the 
actual license (only available in certain counties)

• If you complete the course you can receive your license the same day
• The cost ranges from $50-$90
• Valid for 60 days

http://www.alperjcc.org
http://www.21stcenturyphotography.net/
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If you expect guests from
out-of-town to share the Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s
or wedding couple’s special moments,
consider the following:
Hotels
Reserve early! Even if no holiday is appar-
ent on your date, hotels fill up because of
conventions, retreats, etc.
Hotel rooms are usually reserved in blocks.
Some charge fees to reserve. This can be
especially helpful if you have a number of
guests arriving during a period when
hotels are busy.
Consider reserving rooms at two or more
hotels for convenience and different price
levels.
A small “welcome package” from the host
family is a nice touch to make out-of-town
guests feel at home. Hotels can arrange
these for a fee, or you can package them
inexpensively and the hotel will usually
distribute them for free.  Contents can
include snacks, kosher foods, home baked

goods, toys and cards for children, soda,
fruits, mementos, etc.  Flowers for the
room are also a nice touch.
A shuttle service is a convenient way to
transport guests unfamiliar with local
roads to the synagogue or simcha site,
especially for an evening event. Check with
hotels for airport shuttles. You could
arrange ride–sharing for guests renting
cars and staying at the same hotel and/or
arriving at the same time. Also check into
transportation companies who offer pack-
ages or hourly rates. See limousine tips on
our web site.
Invitations
Send a “save the date” postcard to out-of-
towners 6-10 months in advance to assure
that other plans won’t conflict with your
special day. See a sample of a “Save The
Date Poem” on our web site.
Include a map and directions for all activi-
ties during the day or weekend.  Directions
should cover from the hotel(s) to the syna-

gogue, and, if applicable, to the function
hall.  Try photocopying a local map to
locate the synagogue with location circled.
Mapquest.com and Travelocity.com are
helpful web sites.
Family Activities
Additional activities add another dimen-
sion to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah or wedding
experience and allow opportunities to
enjoy relatives and friends that you may
not see frequently.
Consider the following: If your child is
becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday Morning, invite guests to the syn-
agogue on Friday night to enjoy the service
and Oneg Shabbat. This also applies to the
Ufruf before the wedding.
Family portraits can be arranged at home,
at the reception site, or synagogue.
A “morning after” brunch is a delightful
way to wrap up the simcha and allow
families and friends to be together one
more time.  

Miscellaneous
You may wish to schedule appointments
for manicures, hair, and make-up appoint-
ments for your guests who will not be
familiar with the area.
Consider a web site for the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah or the wedding couple that
includes weekend and hotel information,
online RSVP, printable driving instructions,
explanations for non-Jewish guests, and
much more. Photos can  be posted here
after the event, as well as thanks, thoughts
and reflections, and personal messages.
An agenda of weekend activities sent with
the invitations will help guests schedule
flights or travel plans, help them plan
what to pack, and add to the excitement of
traveling. 
If guests may have some extra time to get
out and explore, include brochures or con-
tact information for popular sightseeing
destinations in the invitation or a subse-
quent mailing.

Out-Of-Towners Guide

Many Synagogues encourage or require students to par-
ticipate in or initiate a mitzvah project in order to con-
tribute to the community and to help the less fortunate,
as part of  becoming a Jewish adult. The following are
some ideas for possible projects; check with your school
administrator or rabbi before you begin.
• Visit and assist at a local homeless shelter.
• Serve meals at a senior center.
• Collect coats and hats for the needy and donate to

a shelter.
• Collect food for a local food pantry, or conduct a

drive for your Synagogue’s food pantry collection.
You could coordinate this with Passover, as families
clean the non-Kosher food out of their pantries.

• Assist at a local animal shelter, or conduct a drive
to place homeless pets.

• Help organize a rides program for elderly and dis-
abled members of your Synagogue to ensure that
they can participate in services.

• Become trained as a respite care provider to
babysit children with disabilities. Donate some of
your time to give relief to parents of these children, 

who rarely get a break.
• Organize a clean-up of a local park or volunteer

to help with a stream reclamation project. Call
your County Department of Natural Resources or
Parks and Recreation Department.

• Offer to help build and decorate Sukkot for people
who are unable, or offer to help with the Sukkot at
the JCC or a Jewish nursing home.

• Collect books and magazines for hospitals and
nursing homes, or for people in need.

Mitzvah Project Ideas
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Regardless of the size of your celebration, you 
must get properly organized. Build yourself a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Wedding organizer using a 
large (two inch or larger) three-ring binder and 
use it as follows:
• Place this magazine in the front pocket

for easy reference.
• Insert section dividers for major areas such as Reception, Invitations, Hotels,

Transportation, Guest List, Decorations, Photography and Videography,
Entertainment, etc. Keep all your worksheets, brochures, call records, quota-
tions, bills and receipts together for easy reference.

• Use a master budget form (copy the one on page 12, or download from bnaim-
itzvahguide.com) to track over all expenses.

• Use punched envelopes to hold receipts.
• Ask the facility for a floor or table layout,

keep handy for reference
• On the front of each section, list everything you

want or need. Check them off when they have
been finalized.

• Make a section for the synagogue that has your
list of honors and alliyot, communication from 
the synagogue, copies of prayers to recite, 
gifts or donations to the synagogue, etc. 

• Leave a section for candle lighting poems or
thoughts, notes for speeches, favorite music,
sketches or examples of decorations, ideas for 
a sign-in-book, and other personal notes.

• Collect invitations you receive to help with 
wording.

• Anything else that makes your life easier.

Believe it or not, these pages make 
a great memento or scrapbook of the occasion. 

Let’s Get Organized!
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